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YOU'LL SUCCEED AS A TEAM AND THRIVE AS AN INDIVIDUAL. 


YOU WILL BE 


A SOLDIER. 
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FLIGHT MEDIC 


32 RED ALERT Natasha Richardson enlivens a slinky Cabaret and the wholesome Parent Trap 


WS & NOTES 


8 Pair Shaped From Meg Ryan and Tom Hanks to Diane Keaton and Warren 
Beatty, tried-and-true couples are reuniting on screen...Scooby-Doo howls his way to a 
comeback... The Parent Trap premieres in L.A....Hot Sheet... Flashes... Monitor. 


ON THE COVER 


Photograph of 
Cameron Diaz In There's 
Something About Mary: 

Glenn Watson 


ON CNN 


Watch NewsStand: CNN 
& Entertainment 
Weekly every Thursday 
night at 10 p.m. (ET) 


24 Gross Encounters Whatis that in Cameron 
Diaz's hair?! The stomach-turning humor in Theres Something 
About Mary has its roots in a long tradition of movie scenes that 
are hideous, horrifying, and hilarious. BY DAVID HOCHMAN 


32 Don’t Tell Mama Natasha Richardson shows off 
her range by displaying her dark side in Broadway's Cabaret 
while yukking it up in The Parent Trap. Who does she think she 
is? Vanessa Redgrave? BY STEVE DALY 


36 Kids Slay the Darndest Things 
Scream turned buckets of blood into barrels of bucks, and now 
everyone wants a slice of the action. A how-to guide from the 
set of Disturbing Behavior, BY DAVID HOCHMAN 


38 Comedy of Errors ІГ only Good Morning 
America’s current ratings slide were funny. BY JOE FLINT 


ANADA PORT RETURNS PORTAL 


Е 


Entertainment 


FRIDAY, JULY 81, 1998 


REVIEW 


44 MOVIES 

OWEN GLEIBERMAN on The 
Negotiator; also Disturbing Behav- 
ior and Mafia! PLUS: Reel World; 
Parents’ Guide. 


53 TELEVISION 

KEN TUCKER onShowtime's 
Lolita. PLUS: On the Air; Remote 
Patrol; What to Watch. 


65 BOOKS 

LISA SCHWARZBAUM on good 
books that have gotten a boost from 
book clubs. PLUS: Between the 
Lines; some unusual book groups. 


71 MUSIC 

DAVID BROWNE on Jermaine 
Dupri Presents Life in 1472 (The 
Original Soundtrack), PLUS: Hear 
and Now; Ry Cooder's Cuban col- 
laboration; Minneapolis’ Semisonic. 


76 VIDEO 

MICHAEL SAUTER on the return of 
the original Avengers. PLUS: Patrick 
Macnee, a.k.a. John Steed, recalls 





his spy days on The Avengers. 


80 MULTIMEDIA 

DAVID KUSHNER on new Web stu- 
dios creating original online enter- 
tainment. PLUS: Heroes in the den. 


DEPARTMENTS 


18 CLOSE-UP Little-known 
but very busy actor Paul Giamatti 
may end the summer with the best 
record in Hollywood 


20 TRENDS What would 
happen if teenage girls ran Holly- 
wood? More Elijah Wood, Puff 
Daddy, My So-Called Life, and 
definitely another Titanic. 

4 MAIL Some readers tire of 
X-Files covers, but others can't get 
enough; too-revealing trailers, 


84 ENCORE Aug. 5, 1962: 
ilyn Monroe dies of a drug overdose. 


NTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 





MOVIE MYSTERIES 


Conspiracy Theories 
THANK YOU А MILLION 
times for your humorous arti- 
cle on the X-Files movie. Al- 
though I enjoyed the film, I re- 
ally wouldn't have minded that 
gratuitous shot of David 
Duchovny's behind. 

TIFFANY WATTS 
petrie@pensys.com 

Delavan, Wis. 


HEY, I LOVE THE X-FILES 
so much that I would be eter- 
nally grateful if you kept up 
the good work by continuing 
to put it on the cover, say, 
every other week or so. Bet- 
ter still, make that David 
Duchovny by himself, wearing 
something revealing. I love 
his wry wit, intelligence, and 
good looks. Now, if you could 
get somebody who interviews 
him as well as the photogra- 
pher photographs him, we 
would be all set. 

HEIDI WILBARGER 
GeoRed@aol.com 

Nashville 
— _ = 
ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY welcomes read- 
ег mail. Address letters to ENTERTAIN- 
MENT WeexLy, 1675 Broadway, New York, 
МҮ 10019. E-mail can be sent to /et- 
ters@ew.com All correspondence 
must include your name, address, and 
daytime telephone number, Letters 
may be edited for clarity or length 
———-— 


Subscription Problems? 
Call 1-800-828-6882 








MAIL Even the most devoted X-Files fans ex- 


pressed their longing for a moratorium on Mulder and Scully 
after our second cover story in four weeks (#440, July 10): “1 
can't believe I’m saying this, but | would rather see another 


Seinfeld cover than one more on Тһе X-Files," says Mary Mc- 
Dermott of Carol Stream, Ill. “И there is some sort of EW- 


X-Filesconspiracy, you owe itto your readers to let us know," 
writes Stephen Lenz of New York City. We had our own sus- 


picions of conspiracy when we saw the replies to Jim Mullen's 


comment on Culture Club's reunion tour—“Who cares?” “So 
far, Jim, enough people to sell out more than a few of the tour 


dates,” offers Mark Davis of West Hollywood, Calif. Looks like 


instant karma chameleon’s gonna get you, Jim. 


HOW MANY TIMES WILL 
we see David and Gillian on 
the cover this summer? You 
just had a week off with the 
double issue (which was 
brilliant). You should be all 
rested now. Focus on 
something else. 

BECKY LEE 

Houston 


Trailer Trashed 

I AM SO GLAD YOU AD- 
dressed the problem of 
over-revealing trailers. I 

saw a trailer for the upcoming 
Nicolas Cage film Snake 
Eyes, which features a 
multilayered conspiracy, a 
muddled assination plot, 
and a disguised femme fatale. 
I cringe every time I think 
about it. The trailer for this 
movie, which promised to 
have as many surprises as 
The Usual Suspects, reveals 
every surprise. 

TRAVIS BRUGGEMAN 
thruggem@u.washington.edu 
Kirkland, Wash 


THANK YOU FOR ADDRESS- 
ing what is sometimes the 
best part of going to 

the movies, the trailers. 

Iam not sure which makes 
me feel cheated the most: 


| when they give too much 
| of the story away, or when 


the preview 15 more inter- 





esting than the actual movie 
(a certain large green lizard 
comes to mind). 

JIM CAWLO 
Jcawlo@mindspring.com 
Mechanicsburg, Pa 


Independent Thinking 
your 1998 STUDIO 
scorecard was great, but I 
would like to express a differ- 
ent theory about Miramax’s 
strategy. Could it be that they 
purposely mix moneymaking 
films like Scream 2 with small- 
er films that don't kick big rev- 
enue so that exceptional, im- 
portant films like Welcome to 


| Sarajevo have a chance to be 


created and seen? Perhaps the 
studio actually believes that 
there's more to making movies 


| than making money? 


LIZ RIZZO 


| Boynton Beach, Fla. 


| Devil's Advocate 


| THE ANSWER IS YES! 


Michael Bay is the devil—at 
least when it comes to film- 
making. The devil preys on 
the worst of us as human be- 
ings, tempts us, then drives 
us to excess, More! Louder! 
Bigger! Sound familiar? The 


| claim that he is only giving 
the publie what they want is 


no defense. If his creativity 


| and skills as а storyteller do 
| not exceed the limited imagi- 


nation of the general public, 
then he has no business being 
in the privileged position of 
making films. A filmmaker 
should strive to give the pub- 
lic something better than 
what they want. 

| CLIFF SPRINGS 
cliffie&aol.com 

West Columbia, S.C. 


Belle Ringer 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
piece on Olivia de Havilland 
of Gone With the Wind. Being 
such a big fan of the movie, I 
was thrilled to hear from such 
a remarkable woman. 
LARAINE FRID 
RaineF77@yahoo,com 

Augusta, Ga. 


CORRECTION; Until two 
years ago neurofibromatosis 
was thought to have been the 
disease that afflicted the 
Elephant Man. New research 
suggests he suffered from 

the extremely rare condition 
called Proteus syndrome 
(Encore). 


| wwwew.com | 


| EW Daily 

Read online-only news about 
Cameron Diaz, Zorro, and 
the H.O.R.D.E. tour. 


| Something About 

| Gross-Outs 

Talk about your favorite 

| gross-out movie in the 
message boards. 


We pick the 25 greatest 
film actors of the '90s. 

Plus reviews of 

+ BASEketball (Movies) 

+ Elmore Leonard's Maxi- 
mum Bob (Television) 

* The nostalgie reinven- 
tion of VH1 (Music) 

* Music festivals online 
(Multimedia) 
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SMOOTHEST VODEA 
INE EVER TASTED. 
IS SPECIALLY 
FILTERED THROUGH 
AN EAGLE’S NEST. 
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With ТАЄ FEATHER 
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MOVIES 


OLLYWOOD KNOWS: IT 
takes two, baby. Dis- 
aster flicks will come 
and go, giant lizards 
may rule for a day, but 

when it comes to hot com- 

modities, a good pairing will 
always be in fashion. (Think 

Tracy and Hepburn.) With 

that in mind, it’s no wonder 


б 


BOOKS MUSIC 


NOTES 


EDITED BY ALBERT KIM 


VIDEO MULTIMEDIA 


REELING IN THE YEARS 


In their previous film 


encounters, (1) Hanks and 

Ryan were Volcano lovers; 

(2) Keaton and Beatty saw 
Reds; (3) Kidman and Cruise 
gathered Thunder; (4) Gere 


ы Ж and Roberts looked Pretty 


that a slew of tried-and-true 
cinematic couples are plan- 
ning to reunite for encores. 
“Tt can be a very wise move,” 
says Paul Dergarabedian, 
president of the box office 
tracking company Exhibitor 
Relations. “You generate in- 
stant interest. It’s like a rock 


group getting back together 


Everybody's psyched for it.” 
Among the couples that 
you've definitely seen some- 


where before 


Bi Old flames Diane Keaton 
and Warren Beatty Previous 
coupling 1951's Reds Critics 
said "He's too polite...[but] 
what [Beatty] does supply is 


The second (and 
third) comings of 
Hollywood’s most 
dynamic duos. 
by Suna Chang 


the erucial sexual chemistry 
with Keaton." Next date New 
Line's comedy Town & Coun- 
try, due in late 799, They play 
a well-heeled couple whose 
perfect life suddenly spirals 
out of control. Heat index 
Tepid. With 61-year-old Beat- 
ty and 52-year-old Keaton in 


the leads, Conntry could be 


like watching Leo and Kate's 
parents get it on. But then, 
director Peter Chelsom 

did give some sex appeal 

to another aging Beat- 
ty—Ned, in 1991's Hear 

My Song. 


Bi Old flames Julia Roberts 
and Rupert Everett Previous 
coupling Last year's My Best 
Friend's Wedding. (All right, 
so he was gay. They still had 
chemistry.) Critics said Wed- 
ding's end offered “a new take 
on ‘happily ever after.” Next 
date Disney's romantic com- 
edy Martha and Arthur. In the 
rly stages, the script has the 
iying а married couple 
who have it all—except 
the husband's gay. Heat 
index Unseasonably hot. 
The perfect couple по В 
sex = dynamic tension 


Е Old flames Natasha Rich- 
ardson and Liam Neeson Pre- 
vious coupling 1994's Nell 
Critics said Neeson and Rich- 
urdson "generate palpable 
warmth." Next date The duo 
is considering Asylum, a 
drama about the wife of an 


someness out of the way, 





gins an affair with an artist 
convicted of murdering his 
wife (see story on page 32) 
Heat index Hot but hazy. 
With backwoods whole- 


this real-life husband-and- 
wife team could ignite. 


Bi Old flames Julia Roberts 
and Richard Gere Previous 
coupling 1990's Pretty Woman 





Critics said Roberts is “a 


knockout...[Gere] manages to 
be dapper, amusing...the 
perfect foil." Next date The 
pair will reportedly reunite 
for Paramount's comedy 


a writer who falls for Rob- 


erts, a woman who's jilted 
several men at the altar. Heat 


| 
| 
| 
Runaway Bride. Gere plays | 
| 
| 


insane-asylum doctor who be- | index Tropical. Audiences 


Just Scooby-Doo It | 


Zoinks! Has someone been pushing Scooby snacks in Hol- 
lywood? That would explain the way everyone has sud- 
denly gotten all worked up over Scooby-Doo. Indeed, 
everyone's favorite ghost-sniffing hound is sud- 
denly an A-lister. Last week, a spokesperson for 
Mike Myers confirmed that the comedian will 
script and possibly star in a live-action Scooby- 
Doo feature for Warner Bros. (Reps for the stu- 
dio were unaware of the project.) In the 
meantime, Warner will release the Great 
Dane's direct-to-video Scooby-Doo on Zombie 
Island in September. And you want street cred? 
Zombie Island will feature alt-rockers Third Eye 
Blind doing a cover of the familiar theme song. 
*Scooby-Doo had great comedy, rock music, 


JUST GHOST TO SHOW YA Shag and Scoob; Myers (inset) 


loved the fairy-tale spin 
the two put on prostitu- 
tion. Just think what 
they can do for fear of 
commitment. 


Bi Old flames Nicole Kidman 
and Tom Cruise Previous cou- 
plings. 1990's Days of Thunder, 
1992's Far and Away Critics 
said In Far, “Cruise tries Clark 


Gable on for size.... Kidman has | 


a go at Barbara Stanwyck.” 


MAD ABOUT YOU 
Neeson and Richardson 
in Nell, left; Curtis and 

Myers in Halloween 


Next date Warner's forever-in- 
production thriller Eyes Wide 
Shut, due, uh, when director 
Stanley Kubrick says it is. The 


real-life married couple play | 


psychiatrists who dive 
into a kinky underworld. 
Heat index Blistering. At 
this point, just a release 
date would turn us on 





| № Old flames Meg Ryan and 
| Tom Hanks Previous cou- 


plings 1990's Joe Versus the 
Volcano, 1993's Sleepless in 
Seattle Gritics said In Sleep- 
less, they were "terrifically 
attractive." Next date War- 
ner's You're Got Mail, due in 
December. The pair—working 
again with Sleepless director 
Nora Ephron—play feuding 
bookstore owners who fall in 
love over the Internet. 
Heat index А real scorch- 

er. The favorite girl next 
door meets the favorite 

boy next door. 


| Bi Old flames Jamie Lee Cur- 


tis and Michael Myers Previ- 


| ous coupling 1978's Hallo- 


ween, 1981's Halloween IT 
Critics said She's “suggestive 


| of an..ungainly young Lauren 
Bacall.” He's “the bogeyman." 


Next date Dimension's Hal- 
loween: H20, out Aug. 5 Heat 
index Bloodeurdling. Rekin- 
dling their love-hate relation- 
ship, these cutups can be 
counted on to leave audi- 
ences screaming with 
pleasure. ( Additional re- 
porting by Daniel Fier- 
man and Will Lee) 


and it starred teenagers,” says Mike Lazzo, 
senior programming and production VP at 
the Cartoon Network. "That's why it's last- 
ed.” Lazzo points out that reruns of the 
original Scooby-Doo, Where Are 
You? (1969-72) were the net- 

work’s highest-rated program for the first 

quarter of 1998. And Scooby’s Q-rating 

makes him top dog at the net, ahead of 

even Fred Flintstone. As for casting, it’s 

too early for real names—but we'd love 

to see Denise Richards as danger-prone 

Daphne, Matthew McConaughey as blond, 

bland Fred, and Janeane Garofalo as 

dweeby Velma. And here's some more free 

advice, from Casey Kasem, the original 

Shaggy: “Keep it light and be true to the 

characters." As Scooby would say: 

“Rrhat’s right, Raggy!" —Joe Neumaier 





MELANIE GRIFFITH FRANK LANGELLA 


rilliant... Titanic’ swept the Oscars in a year when 
Lolita’ should have...” THe New 


stunning and emotionally gripping...” 


..[Showtime] wins my vote for Artistic Bravery 
in the Face of Ignorance... " 


“Showtime's recent theme is “edgy and fe 


"Programming moves don't get ег...” 





„а touch of greatn The most talked about, 


written abo out, 








‘A film for our time 
controversial movie 


of the year. 
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jim mullen's 


1 Saving Private Ryan Some say this war movie is too 
realistic. But so far everyone who's seen it has lived. 


2 Aerosmith Their drummer burned himself at a gas sta- 
tion. Earning him an automatic spot in This [s Spiial Тар И. 


3 Mike Tyson The ear-biting fighter has applied for a 
boxing license in New Jersey. Where being an ex-con is 
considered a plus. 


4 The 100 Best Novels of the Century Also known as 
the 100 Least-Read Books of the Century. 


5 Fun-ship flambé More than 3,400 vacations were cut 
short when a cruise ship caught fire. It was a big mistake— 
they were supposed to get food poisoning. 





46 David Duchovny 
He made Mattel remake 
some X-Files dolls 
because he wasn't happy 
with his. He wants the 
kind that doesn't wet 

its pants. 


7 Paula Jonz She 

might as well change her 
name. Would уон recog- 
nize her after a nose job? 


8 Popcorn Several 

companies have banned 

the microwaved treat be- 

cause of the odor. It was 
taking employees’ minds off personal phone сай 


9 Disturbing Behavior Unruly teenagers are turned into 
Stepford teens. The bad news is that it's not a documentary. 


10 Mafia! A spoof of gangster movies from one of the 
makers of Airplane! Finally, the fun side of getting whacked. 


11 David Letterman А local affiliate owner took him off 
the air because the show couldn't provide studio tickets for 
his friends. Sounds like network executive material. 


12 The heat wave It’s much too early to know if it's glob- 
al warming. We should wait until it’s too late to do anything 
and be sure 


15 ourfirsttime.com The two 1S-year-old virgins doing it 
on the Net tumed out to be a scam. They couldn't find two. 


14 Jerry Springer Despite the promises, his shows are 
returning to idiotic, mindless slugfests. Unlike, say, Crossfire. 


15 Sugar Busters! The latest weight-loss fad blames 
sugars, not fat, for your extra pounds. It's great because you 
can become thin and bitter at the same time 


A ‘PARENT’ MOTIVE (1) Richardson, 
Lohan, and Quaid; (2) costar Lisa Ann 
Walter has got a brand-new bag; 
(3) Marie Osmond and son Michael; 
(4) Sarandon with kids Eva, Jack, and 
Miles; (5) Ryan with pop group 
Nobody's Angel, who sing "Let's Get 
Together” on the soundtrack 


A TWINS PEEK 


| scene | IT WAS MORE LIKE SUMMER CAMP THAN A 
Hollywood shindig. On July 20 celebrities 
brought their youngsters out for the evening to celebrate Disney's remake 
of the classic kids' caper Те Parent Trap. The open-air party in West- 
wood featured an area dubbed Camp Walden, just like the one in the film 
where the twins reunite. Among the attractions: sand painting, a trampo- 
line, and a 30-foot Ferris wheel, which had guests lining up for a spin. Well, 
the small guests anyway. "I'm having an out-of-body experience,” said 
Trap producer Charles Shyer, “so I'm not too anxious to ride that thing.” On 
the grown-up side, Dustin Hoffman, Susan Sarandon, and Anthony Edwards 
were among those congratulating stars Natasha Richardson—who flew in 
from New York on her night off from Gabaret—and Dennis Quaid, who ar- 
rived with wife Meg Ryan. “It was fun,” noted Quaid. “Who wouldn't want to 
play everyone's dream dad?" His movie kid, meanwhile, was the one most 
enthralled by the Trap-ings. “I love it,” gushed 12-year-old Lindsay Lohan, 
who played twins Hallie and Annie. “When | was young | always dreamed of 
making a movie.” (The precocious Lohan could make Hanson feel like old- 
timers.) Still, as the night wore on, she eventually showed her age, quictly 
slipping out of her party platforms...and into sneakers. —Tricia Laine 


>> Daily news and more Mullen at www.ew.com << 
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FLASHES 


WEIGHT WATCH Is Bridget 
Jones overweight, or merely 
overwrought? Hard to say 
Though the fhghty protago- 
nist of the postfeminist best- 
seller Bridget Jones's Diary 
furnishes daily updates on her 
poundage—which fluctuates 
aver the course of the novel 
from 119 (“a historie and Joy- 
ous day") to over 131 (“state 
of emergency” ).—readers are 
never told how tall she 
clearly a erucial detail in pic 
turing her body shape. "Brid- 
get's height is kept deliber 
vague, like her age, so 
people ean fill in the rest as 
they choose to imagine and 
identify with their chosen 
level of paranoia,” says author 
Helen Fielding. An editorial 
assistant for the book's pub 
lisher, Viking, weighs in. "E pic- 
ture her as definitely not fat 
but not у McBeal skinn; 
navhe like Kate Winslet 


Coincidentally, Winslet’s 
name has been floated for the 
upcoming feature adaptation, 
as has that of Minnie Driver, 
who plumped up 25 pounds 
for 1995's Cirele of Friends. 
But if Hollywood goes by the 
recently revised standards of 
the National Heart, Lung, 
and Blood Institute, the 
actress who portrays Jones 
would have to be under five 
feet tall for the character 

to qualify as even mildly 
overweight (a body 

mass index of 26), let 

alone obese (a BMI of 

27.3). Has anyone 

called Miss Piggy 


Alexandra Jacobs 


ON THE RUN It’s like 
this: Run-D.M.C. are 
back. But not in the 
studios—rather, the 
hardcore "80s rappers 


ire all over the small 


random quote >> 


“It’s easy to slip back into 
the part. I’m not chugging 
down the Geritol yet.” 


—42-YEAR-OLD MEL GIBSON ON MAKING LETHAL WEAPON 4 


sereen. While the Queens-bred 
trio’s musical career has been 
decidedly low-profile in recent 
years (they haven't eut an 

Ys Down With 
the King and have toured 


album since 19t 


mostly colleges and small 
clubs), they seem to have 
discovered a new, if unlikely, 
niche—as commercial pitch- 
men. In April, Run, D.M.C., and 
Jam Master Jay began hyping 
Major League Soccer т an ad 
for ESPN2. Later this month 
they willappearin two more 
spots, one for the Gap’s original 
fit jeans (doing a takeoff on 
their '80s song "Peter Piper") 
and one for Virgin cola (doing 
anunsenpted meditation on 
the mainstreaming of rap 
music for the soda's "Say 
Something” campaign). Why 1s 
everyone suddenly wallang 
their way? "They really are 
pioneers in that genre," say 
Gap spokesperson Rebecca 
Weill “They have alot of 
energy, and that makes them 
valuable in a campaign. I guess 
you could say they're a perfect, 


uh, fit." —Sha wna Malcom 


Mulan would be so 
proud. Consider: 


шіп As Good as It 
Gets, the character of 
Verdell, a boy dog, was 
played by Jill, a female 
Brussels griffon. 

ва Dr. Dolittle’s inebri- 
ated, French-accent- 
ed monkey, voiced by 
actor Phil Proctor, 
was portrayed by 
Crystal, a gir! monkey. 
ш Taco Bell's macho 
Chihuahua? Her real 
name Is Gidget. 

In There’s Some- 
thing About Mary, 
tortured male pup 
Puffy is actually 
female Border terrier 
Slammer. 

ш And Blue, of Nick- 
elodeon's Blue's Clues, 
may be tinted a tradi- 
tionally male color, but 
truth be told, the show 
should be called P/nk's 
Clues (he's a she). 


What's with all the girl power? 
As Good as It Getstrainer Roger 
Schumacher thinks it's just the 
reverse of an old trend: “Lassie 
wasa girl dog that was played 
bya male," he points out. But 
Crystal’s trainer Tom Gunderson, 
of Birds & Animals Unlimited, 
says that female animals do 
have an edge over their male 
counterparts. “Typically, you 
don't have as much of an 
aggression problem, so you can 
work them longer.” That is, of 
course, until they show their diva 
side. “When Slammer saw 
everyone having a trailer,” says 
Mary producer Charles Wessler, 
“she said, ‘I'd like to get myself a 
trailer.’ So we got her a half- 
banger, whichis a trailer for two 
actors. She shared with Chris 
Elliott." —Dave Karger, with ad- 
ditional reporting by Tricia Laine 


HBO Invites You and a Guest 
ecial Advance Screening 


to a Sp 


ATLANTA 
BOSTON 
CHICAGO 
DALLAS 

LOS ANGELES 
NEW YORK 
PHILADELPHIA 
SAN FRANCISCO 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


If you live in one of 
the cities listed above, 
you could win passes 


' to a special advance 


screening held especially 
for Entertainment 
Weekly" readers. Send 
a postcard with your 
name and address to 
Entertainment Weekly, 
The Rat Pack, 

P.O. BOX 725, 
RADIO CITY 
STATION, 

NEW YORK, NY 
10101. 

To qualify, your post- 
card must be received 
by Monday, August 3, 
1998. Winners will be 
selected at random. 
Your passes will be 
mailed to you. No 
purchase necessary. 
Limit one request 


{рег household: Void 


where prohibited. 
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DATE BOOK 


July 27-August 9 


A guide to notable parties, premieres, and happenings 


Monday Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 





E B 
mp Halloween: Тһе controversial 
H20 premiere Lolita (which 
party at the makes its TV debut 
Geffen Play- on Showtime on 
house in Aug. 2) is shown as 
Westwood, Calif. a feature at New 
Expected to attend: | York's Lincoln 
Jamie Lee Curtis, Center. No one 
Michael Myers, under 18 permitted 
Leatherface, Fred- without a parent 
dy Krueger... or Woody Allen. 


— 


A room full of men 
sporting wood: 
The International 
Ventriloquists 
Association holds 
its annual conven- 
tion in Las Vegas. 


EI E шп а 
Dig out your Саре- 
zios. The Big 
Rewind unfolds 

at Radio City 
Music Hall, 

with 805 acts 

Boy George 

and Culture 

Club, Howard 
Jones, and Ни- 
man League. > 





What's publicity 
got to do with 
it? Angela 
Bassett's How 
Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 
has a premiere 
bash in LA. > 


Must See Broad- 
way. Jerry Seinfeld 
retires his old 
stand-up material 
with the final show 
of his concert tour, 
at New York's 
Broadhurst The- 
atre (to be broad- 
cast live on НВО). 





Monitor 


BIRTHS Actress Jodie 
Foster, 35, welcomed her 
first child, 7-pound, 8-ounce 
Charles, on July 20, in L.A. 


Foster has not revealed the 
Identity of the baby’s father. 


Although Baldwin was acquit- 
ted of criminal charges, Zang- 
er filed a $200,000 assault suit 
against Baldwin; in response, 
the star filed an invasion-of- 
privacy countersuit. “lam 


| very satisfied with the ver- 


ENGAGED Actress 
Raquel Welch, 57, and 
restaurateur Richard Palmer, 


| 44, announced plans to marry 


FOSTER 


next year. It will be her fourth | 


marriage and his second. 


LAWSUITS On July 20, 

М a Van Nuys, Calif., jury 
ordered actor Alec Baldwin, 
40, to pay photographer Alan 
Zanger, 53, $4,500 in civil dam- 
ages, while at the same time 
ruling that Zanger had acted 
negligently. In October 1995, 
Baldwin allegedly roughed up 
Zanger after he tried to snap 
pics of Baldwin's wife, Kim Bas- 
Inger, and their newborn 
daughter, Ireland, as they 
came home from the hospital. 


| dict,” said Baldwin in a state- 


ment. Says Zanger: “I clearly 


| won the right to take my pic- 


tures, and that's what this 
was all about."... Steven 
Seagal, 47, filed a $750,000 
breach-of-contract suit 
against producer David Kirk- 


| patrick (The Opposite of Sex) 


and the production company 
New Angel, Inc., July 16, in LA. 
Seagal alleges Kirkpatrick re- 


| neged on a $250,000 deal to 


cast the actor in Shirley 
MacLaine's directorial debut, 
Bruno. Kirkpatrick declines 
to comment. 


RECOVERING Aero- 
smith drummer Joey 
Kramer, 46, from second- 


degree burns on his arm when 


| 
his Ferrari caught fire while it 


was being filled with gas, July 
15, in Scituate, Mass. Investi- 
gators reportedly said that 


| Kramer, who was sitting in the 


driver's seat, had left the en- 
&ine running while the car was 
being fueled. Kramer was 


| treated at and released from 
| 
| South Shore Hospital in Wey- 


mouth, Mass. The injury will 


| not affect the Aug. 14 start 
| date of Aerosmith's U.S. tour. 


DEATHS Actor Joseph 
Maher, 64, of a brain tu- 


mor, July 17, in L.A. Best known 


| for Broadway performances п 


Joe Orton's What the Butler 
Sawand Loot, Maher also ap- 


| peared in numerous features 


and TV shows, including a 
memorable turn on a 1991 
episode of Seinfeld as an in- 
ebriated airline passenger 
who saddles Jerry with his 
dog, Farfel. —Dave Karger 
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СЕОЗЕ-ОР 


Who'sonthe hottest 


streak т Hollywood? Ubiquitous character 
actor Paul Giamatti. by Benjamin Svetkey 


0 YOU WA 


\Т TO MAKE А HIT MOVIE. | 


You've tried crowd-pleasing special ef- 


fects, hur 


A-list names on your marquee, 


nt millions on a marketing campaign. 


And you still end up celebrati 


Ste bug-eyed nemesis in 
19978 Private Parts, this 31- 
trained actor 

Hollywood's 

charm, popping 

up for brief but propitious 
turns in one box office smash 
after another, He took a drag 


Paul Giamatti. 


from Julia Roberts’ cigarette 
as a bellboy in My Best 
Friend's Wedding, helped Ed 
Harris work the controls in 
The Truman Show, and tried 
to get Eddie Murphy not to 
talk to the animals as the evil 
psychiatrist in Dr. Dolittle 

And this week—in his latest 


don't-blink tour de foree— 


he'll spend a few 
moments with Tom 
Hanks on the bat- 
tlefields of Saving 
Private Ryan. All 
together, it comes 
to about 15 minutes 
of actual s 

so far this 

but it will 

ly make Gia- 


doing Ryan be- 

cause it w 

big part,” Giamatti 

admit ettling 

into a chair in the 

shabby-chic Man- 
hattan loft he shares with 1 
screenwriter wife, Liz 
“But I find these plain little 
characters fascinating. All the 
actors I like played those 
sorts of parts. Elisha Cook Jr., 
the weaselly guy who gets 
killed in The Maltese Falcon? 
Ilove him. 1 
Man, he awesome,’ 
C own background 
is not quite as plain as his fa- 
vorite characters’. His father, 
A. Bartlett Giamatti, who 
died in 1989, was president of 
Yale (“Г had a very good іп,” 
the actor says of his 
acceptance into the 
prestigious drama 
school) and later 

rved as Major 

League Baseball 
comn 
kicked Pete Rose 
out of the majors 
for gambling). And 
while Giamatti's 
un-chiseled looks 


ioner (he 


don't have auto- 
graph hounds chas- 
ing him around 
r ‹, he does 
have a knack for 
getting noticed on 
screen, even in his 
dinkiest pa 


PAULIE, SURE 
“Giamatti with 
Harris in Truman 
(top); with Tom 
Sizemore in Ryan 


“He reminds me of one of 
those character actors from 
the 1930s and '40s," offers 
casting director David Rubin, 
who hired Giamatti for his 
next small-but-notable role, 
playing the most memo- 


rable of Samuel L 5 
hostages in The Negotiat 
opening next week. *He has a 
specific, indelible look. You're 
always happy to see him on 
the screen. That's exactly 
what you're looking for when 
casting supporting parts.” 
Those supporting parts will 
soon be growing bigger. Gia- 
matti will stretch in next 
month’s Safe Men, an indie 
comedy in which he'll play a 
henchman for the Jewish Mob 
(named Veal Chop, no less). 
And later this summer he'll 
begin his most ambitious part 
yet, playing Andy Kaufman's 
best friend in Man on the 
Moon, Milos Forman's much 
anticipated bioy 


nall parts in these big 
movies, people offer you more 
and more stuff. They get all 
these expectations for you. 
What if I suck in all these 
things? What if I just blow?" 
“Oh, I definitely think 
Paul could play 
lead roles—he's in- 
credibly talented," 
answers Francine 
Maisler, the cast- 
ing director who 
hired him for Man 
on the Moon. “Не 
could do almost 
anything he want- 
ed. Although," she 
adds after a pause, 
"I wouldn't put 
him up for any 
Mel Gibson roles 
just yet." 
om Pig Vomit 
to Hamlet? Maybe 
it's not that big a 
stretch after all. m 
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f Girls Ran Hollywood... 





НАТ" A TEENAGE GIRL TO DO? 
Everywhere she turns, the enter- | 
tainment industry is greedily try- | 


ing to get inside her head. And for | 


pie boom be without her? Girl 


success of Deep Impact: He's. | 
no Leo, but Elijah Wood— | 


| and the teen story line in 


good reason: Where would Titan- | 
ic, the casts of Dawson's Creek, | 
PO5, and Buffy the Vampire 


Slayer, and the current slasher- 


| which he was featured—was 


a big draw for girls. “In the 
past, you had people asking, 
How big could this market 
be if it caters only to a fe- 


TRENDS ... you'd be seeing a Titanic sequel next summer. What else might 


happen if the rules of Tinseltown came from the mouths of babes? by Degen Pener 


| male teenage audience? Be- 
Power can even explain the | 
| head-seratehing $138 million | 


cause without the males, for- 
get it," says Craig Zadan, 
exec producer of 19975 Cin- 
derella. "That's just flip- 
Порреа. You have people go- 


| ing, We need more teen 
| series, movies, and records. 
| It's overwhelming." 


With teen girls making 
such an impression in Tinsel- 


town, EW wondered, What 
would happen if girls wielded 
real power in Hollywood? To 
find out, we polled the daugh- 
ters of EW staffers about 
what they'd do if they be- 
came entertainment moguls. 
You'll find the results below, 
along with our observations 
on how things would change 
if girls ran Hollywood. 


The $20 million players 
1 would be Neve Campbell, 
Claire Danes, and Drew 
Barrymore rather than Tom 
Cruise, Mel Gibson, and 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. 


Director Betty Thomas 

would be hired to give 
Full House the feature-film 
treatment she gave The 
Brady Bunch. 


Puff Daddy would re- 
make every hit song from 
the last 20 years and produce 
songs for all artists in the top 
200. Oh, wait, he does that | 
already. 


Goodbye, StarTAC. | 
Like, hello, pink beepers. 


The top four networks? 
Fox, The WB, Nick at 
Nite, and MTV. 





Forget Gone With the | 
Wind. The movie getting 
the splashy, fully remastered | 
rerelease would be Clueless. 





After the First Family 
leaves the White House, | 


Chelsea—not Bill—would 
land a post at DreamWorks. 


А Titanic sequel? To- 

tally. (One young wanna- 
be pitcher suggests: “Sort of 
like Godfather Part II. It 
would show Jack's life before 
he got on the ship and Rose's 
afterward."). 


9 The teen-catalog com- 


pany Delia’s—known for | 


its strappy tank tops, slip 
skirts, and platform slides— 
would open its flagship store 
at the Rodeo Drive address 
now occupied by Armani. 


| 1 Tom Cruise, welcome 


to elder statesman- 
hood. (“That guy from Jerry 
Maguire," responded one 


teen when asked whom she | 


might cast in a movie.) 


| 1 Roman Polanski—no 
way he's allowed back | 


into Hollywood. V 


| 1 Quick! Greenlight adap- 


tations of books like the 
history-minded “American 


Girls Collection”; Wicked, the | 





Oz story told from the 
witch's point of view; and 
P.S. Longer Letter Later, а 
story of two girls entering 
the seventh grade. 


1 That huge Lichten- 
stein in the lobby of the 
CAA office? Replace it with 


posters of Sugar Ray's Mark 
MeGrath, rapper Mase, and 
Hanson. A 


1 Each Spice Girl could 


go solo and still have a | 


huge career. (Scary!) 


1 Oscar gowns by Rich- 


ard Tyler and Vera | 


Wang would give way to de- 
signs from Vivienne Tam and 


Jetsey Johnson. And girl | 
movie moguls would wear | 
| Adidas shower shoes and | 
Steve Madden platform | 
| sneakers to production meet- | 
ings. No more Manolo Blah- 
| nik pumps. 


16 Leonardo DiCaprio, | 
Matt Damon, and Ben 


| Affleck would star in every 


ENTE 


single movie ever made. 
Hmmm. Come to think of 
it, even today's Hollywood 
executives would likely 
okay this idea. 


1 Lots of movies about 
veterinarians starring 
Doctor Гео. 4 


1 My So-Called Life 
marathons instead of 
24 hours of Star Trek. 


Dermatologists, not 
1 plastic surgeons, would 
be the most important doc- 
tors in town. 





2 On our Power 1017 
Hard Candy founder 


Dineh Mohajer (the equiva- 
lent of David Geffen to teens). 


91 “Let’s do lunch” would 
pale in importance next 
to "Let's go shopping." 


Being on an AOL 
22 buddy list would be 
more crucial than speed-dial 
ranking. 


Lisa Simpson—not 
93 Bart—would be TIME's 
most influential cartoon char- 
aeter of the 20th century. 


94 No more focus groups 
trying to figure out 
| what teenage girls want. 





| 95 Size would never, ever 
| matter again. 8 
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Too risky for networkTV „perfect for Showtime. 
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А gutsy activist. Rude. 
An ethical hooker. | _ Ай 4 k — ' Promiscuous. 
A lesbian soldier. m ; 

А comedy series with everything. 


(Even a token white guy.) 


Shameless. 


And those 
are her good 
qualities. 








www.showtimeonline com 


Pam Grier Steven Williams Georg Stanford Brown Tisha Campbell 
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V There's Соке пб гет 
Mary б is part of A FéTcH 


Hottye ood Comedy T-apio: 


Dano 
HOcHAAN 


ENCOUNTER 


» THE END IS NEAR. You can taste it. Smell it. See it in the way a pruny old 
woman in There's Something About Mary French-kisses her Border terrier, 
then lets the pooch snack on Ben Stiller's crotch. In the way a grown man in 
the upcoming BASEketball lactates projectile streams of milk from his nip 
ples. In the way breast jokes and gay jokes are suddenly back. In the way 
the mentally and physically and dermatologically challenged are getting 
laughs. And in the way goopy bodily substances and odors are the happiest 
of happy topies among moviegoing adults again, enjoying a popularity un 
paralleled since the eras of Molière, Swift, and the Zucker brothers. » 
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ARE ILL-MANNERED TIMES IN THE DARK- 
ened movie houses of America. The Farrelly broth- 
ers, those class elowns who made kid-friendly 
Dumb and Dumber апа Kingpin (PG-13), are sud- 
denly skewing older and way raunchier in There's 
Something About Mary with R-rated gags about 
vibrators, semen-infused hair products, and a guy 
anhood total 


who gets h agged in the pants 


zipper of prom tux. Trey Parker and Matt 
Stone, the demented dudes who gave voice to fecal 
matter in their animated Comedy Central s--tcom 
South Park, make their feature-film debut July 31 
in BASEketball, а film full of the sort of adults-only 
sight gags and infantile sex Jokes not seen since the 
, Airplane! and Naked Gun movies (the same direc- 
tor, David Zucker, helped orchestrate them all). The 
guys next movie, Orgazmo, a raucous comedy 
about porno movies, has already earned an NC-17 
rat Апа lest we forget, there's Hal Hartley's lat- 
est black satire, Henry Fool, in which Parker Posey 
accepts a wedding proposal after witnessing her 


beloved's bowel movement. Uh...mazel tov! 


Think of it as the return of the grown-up gross-out. You'd 
have to go back to the time when the cast members of Satur- 
day Night Live first farted around on screen in National Lam- 
poon's Атта! House, Caddyshack, and Stripes to find such a 


postadolescent appetite for the unappetizing. Sure, horror ` 


movies, gangster movie have always fea- 
tured { sce from Linda Blair’s pea-soup hurl in 
The Exorcist and The Godfather's famous horse-head scene to 
the gut-wrenching portrait of war in this summer’s Saving 
Private Ryan. But for a while it looked like political correct- 
ness—or was it an unexpected flowering of maturity in Holly- 
wood? (nah!)—had put the kibosh on outlandish comedy. The 
Brady Bunch movies were as wild as wild got. As for а ’90s 
remake of, Porky ve had an easier time get- 
ting a greenlight on Springtime for Hitler. “In the late "80 
and early 790: “evi dy was doing a 
A comedy moment then was, A guy’s 
naked in a bathtub, a rabbi walks in with scissors, walks over 
and cuts...a lock of the guy’s hair! That’s funny, b 
have to circumcise the guy. And then, you'd 
guy limp around for da: 


In other words, the lid’s open again on Hollywood's toilet 
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THE PLOT $1СКЕМ$ 
Ben Stiller sports an unusual 
7 ассеѕѕогу іп Магу (1); 

] breakfast of the champions 
in Stand (2); Mike Myers 
stalls for time in Powers (3); 
Matt Stone gets milk in 
BASEketball (4); Dumber’s 
Jeff Daniels takes his licks (5) 
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а МИНИ) ШЕ 


tank, and the water's looking...well, don't even ask. But before 
blaming the brothers Farrelly or anyone else for the death of 
culture, remember that the cinematic cesspool runs deep. A se- 
men joke today couldn’t have happened had, say, Woody Allen 
not dressed up like a giant sperm in Everything You Always 
Wanted to Know About Sex But Were 2 ў 

where would fart jokes be now without Mel Brooks? 

is funny in Mary, you need 





stand why a zippered-over test: 
to look back at the earlier gags that made п 
deep breath, hold your nose, and, if you can bear it, plunge with 
us into the abominable history of bad taste. 


GONE WITH THE WIND 


о take а 


; ACTS: TRUMAN SHOW OR NO 
Truman Show, Jim Carrey owes his career 
to fart jokes (Zn Living Color, Ace Ventura 
Pet Detective, Liar Liar) and talking butt 
cheeks (Асе Ventura again). 
To figure out what got into him, go back al- 
most There, you'll find nine cowpokes sitting around a 





| THE EXIT FILES | 


FIRESIDE FLATULENCE. Projectile (pea green) vomiting. If you believe 
the stories, super-sick scenes like these have long sent ticket hold- 
ers scurrying for the exits or left them convulsing in their seats (but 
not in a good way). For example: At the 1994 New York Film Festival, a 
diabetic audience member faints—and stops the movie—when Uma 
Thurman takes a hypodermic needle to the heart in Pulp Fiction. Yet 
this is a verifiable exception among many urban myths. The story of 
the moviegoer losing his lunch from the balcony when John Belushi 
sprays his lunch in Animal House, for example, has never been ade- 
quately documented. And most theater execs we surveyed deny the 
existence of cinema freak-outs. According to ushers on the front 
lines, moviegoers are disturbed most by strobe effects and odd cam- 
era movements—not by shocking violence or bodily functions. "Some 
of the gunfire in Jackie Brown caused people to have mild seizures,” 
remembers Brian Roddy of Laemmle’s Monica 4 Plex in Santa Monica, 
Calif. But, says Roddy, it was “one of those Woody Allen films (Hus- 
bands and Wives) with swinging camera movements that made a lot 
of people seasick.” Alma Monge of the Loews Cineplex Odeon Beverly 
Center in Los Angeles recalls a group who ended up taking a male 
friend to the hospital because of the nudity in Boogie Nights. “They 
were going to leave because he wanted to throw up,” Monge says. But 
more often than not, folks flee for the simplest of reasons. “People 
throwing up because of a movie? | haven't witnessed that yet," says 
an usher at Laemmle Music Hall 3 in Beverly Hills. *Most of our walk- 
outs tell us the movies are just boring." —Daniel Fierman, with addi- 
tional reporting by Carrie Bell and Heidi Nam 


ant 





BODILY FLUIDS, а man-eating zipper—is there anything that the Ғаг- 


relly brothers weren't willing to put in There's Something About Mary? 
Yes, and here's a'sampling of what you won't see and, er, hear: 


m MATT THE RIPPER Although Norm the pizza guy alludes to an audible 
fart, Matt Dillon's first-date flatulence isn't actually heard in the movie. 
“We cut that joke from the script because it seemed too Dumb апа 


Dumber,” says Peter Farrélly. “We have high standards, you know.” 


SCOOBY SNACKS In a subplot that was trimmed out of Mary because 
of time constraints, Sully (Jeffrey Tambor) went on a bender and left his 
pets, a Great Dane and an 18-foot snake, to fend for themselves. Some- 
where on the cutting-room floor, there’s a scene in which Dillon sees 
the bulging reptile and thinks it swallowed the Great Dane...until the dog 
comes around the corner. The bulge turns out to be...gulp...Sully. 


№ BREAST REDUCTION "They had me plucking a hair out of my nipple with 
tweezers," says Lin Shaye, who plays Magda, Diaz's nosy neighbor with 
the George Hamilton tan and sagging breasts. (Incidentally, they're pros- 
thetic.) Other stupid booby tricks you'll miss: Magda scratching and blow- 
drying the underside of her fake ta-tas. “We decided less was more,” says 
Bob Farrelly. "The breasts were ugly enough that just a flash of them got a 
big fat ‘Eww!’ Anything longer would have been too gross." And that's 
saying a lot. —Tricia Laine, with additional reporting by Dave Karger 


campfire, plates dripping with baked beans, harmonica music 
playing in the distance. Then—pffffft! flshssht! frhonk!—an 
explosive new use for Dolby sound is born. 

The fart scene in Mel Brooks’ 1974 Western spoof Blazing 
Saddles reacted like a giant veggie burrito in Hollywood's 
gastrointestinal tract, which went on to produce Dumb and 
Dumber, and The Nitty Professor, to name two odorifie ex- 
amples. "Farting is the great common thread in mankind," 
says Andrew Bergman, who cowrote Blazing Saddles with 
Brooks and Richard Pryor. "Yet it was so outside the bounds 
of manners that no one had ever put it on screen before. It 
was kind of historic." 


BOWELED OV 


HE MERE SIGHT OF 





IT WAS ENOUGH to 
clear the pool in Caddyshack (even though 
it was really just a floating Baby Ruth bar). 
When it hit the fan in Airplane!, Robert 
Stack almost didn't do the scene (“He 
thought it was so gross,” Zucker says). And 
people ran from midnight screenings when a character crawled 
through it in John Waters’ Mondo Trasho 

Now, though, with Mr. Hankey (a talking piece of it) cracking 
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wise оп South Park, doodie's got to work overtime in movies to 
get any attention at all. It has to be flung onto the walls (see 
Traimspotting) or else accompanied by symphonic toilet-bowl 
thunder (maybe you shouldn't see Henry Fool). 

Still, nothing—and we mean nothing—touches the gross-out 
horror of the final scene of John Waters’ 197: 
classie, Pink Flamingos, when Divine makes z 
real deal—fresh from a doggie’s derriere. 






syrup-of-ipecac 
snack out of the 


Why, oh, why, did Waters do it? *You had an audience that 
believed they had seen everything," he says of the scene many 
rate as the all-time grossest. “I was trying to make them laugh 
at their ability to still be shocked.” Ha-ha, ugh. 





, HURLS, HUR 


HE SOUTH PARK KIDS DO IT. A FAT KID 
in the upeoming movie Simon Birch does 
too. And, of course, there's buckets of it 
in Henry Fool and Fear and Loathing in 
Las Vegas 





In fact, throwing up has been a relief 
for moviemakers since before The Exorcist (“Ingmar 
Bergman made vomit chic,” claims Waters). And while the 
blueberry pie barf-athon in 1986's Stand by Me 





5 memo- 








rable, it is the rotund Mr. Creosote (he of the “weffer thin 
mint") in Monty Python’s 1983 comedy epie The Meaning of 
Life who remains the kecking king. “People puke,” notes 
Trey Parker, who calls the scene his all-time favorite gross- 
out, “but not like that." Vomit also has a surprise factor, so 
even though chunks have flown in Heathers, Blood Simple, 
Eating Raoul, Caddyshack, and elsewhere, it still seems, er, 
fresh. “Vomit hasn't been done to death in the movies,” says 
Waters. "It's also the cheapest special effect ever: a can of 
creamed corn, and presto! The whole audience is flipping out. 
No computers needed." 


| GOING, GOING...GOING 


T’S HARD TO BELIEVE THAT WHEN BEN 
Stiller takes a whiz in There's Something About 
Mary, he’s connecting with a cinematic tradition 
that goes back to A Clockwork Orange, not to 
mention Jerry Lewis’ The Disorderly Orderly. 
And while everyone from Gene Wilder (The 
Frisco Kid) to Carrey (the frozen pee scene with Jeff Daniels 
in Dumb and Dumber is a classic) has let it rip for laughs on 
screen, the prince of pee is Austin Powers, whose 52-s 
tee-tee after his long cryogenic nap was the genre's golden 














econd 








moment. Even Beavis and Butt-head creator Mike Judge 
thought it got a little out of hand. “You don’t really want to 
see anybody peeing,” he says. “It’s a private thing. You do it 
alone. And that’s probably why there’s something really fun- 
ny about the scene. I think there's something primal in pee- 
ing that gets to people. My kids went to the zoo for the first 
time, and the thing they remember more than anything was 
that the elephant went pee-pee for a really, really long time.” 


DIRECTOR S CUT 
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Н, THE PAINS MOVIEMAKERS BEAR FOR А 
few laughs! 

The Three Stooges bonked one another on 

the head. So did Abbott and Costello, The 
Naked Gun movies had more hits than the 
у, Gambino family. 
So when Stiller gets a fish hook snagged in his cheek (or, 
worse, his manhood snagged in his pants), and when the 
BASEketball players nail fans with fastballs, there's a rich his- 
tory behind it. 

Nobody got bigger laughs from comedic cutups, though, 
than Monty Python. The famous “just a flesh wound” scene in 
1975's Monty Python and the Holy Grail—in which a brave 


Ma 

РИ. P ЕН я 
Ta =" БАС ен 
LIFE OF THE POTTY 


Saddles’ camp humor (1); a 
head-turning performance in 
The Exorcist (2); getting down 
in Trainspotting (3); Divine is 

anything but pretty in Pink (4); 
keeping abreast in Sex (5) 





THAT STINKING FEELING 


IT SEEMS $0 OBVIOUS. Film is a feast for the eyes and ears—why 
not the nose? Imagine smelling Rick's cigarette in Casablanca or the 
Italian feast of Big Night. What we have, though, is an array of aro- 
matic horrors from shlock maestro John Waters. 

The year was 1981. The movie was Polyester. The method was the 
trademarked Odorama. Waters, the director who had made heave- 
worthy history with Pink Flamingos eight years earlier, drew his in- 
spiration from director-producer William Castle’s gimmick films of 
the "505 and '60s and the Smell-0-Vision from the obscure 1960 Mike 
Todd-produced stinker Scent of Mystery. "A critic had said, ‘If you 
see ‘John Waters’ on a marquee, hold your nose,” says the director. 
“So | made а movie that really stank.” That it did, as Waters’ drag- 
queen muse Divine and her crude brood whipped up a smelly smor- 
gasbord that included old sneakers, fish, and, of course, gas. 

Worried that the scent-producing 3M Co., which had created chil- 
dren’s scratch-and-sniff products, would turn up its nose at him, 
Waters says he placed orders for “PG smells.” “We couldn’t say, 
“Мега like a million farts,” recalls the director. “We'd say, ‘a million 
rotten eggs.’ They had a library of smells; some we used, some we 
mixed, some they made for us.” Scratch-and-sniff cards with num- 
bers that corresponded to on-screen fume-filled scenes were given 
to moviegoers, who responded surprisingly well. Waters remembers 
seeing an audience laugh when they got a whiff: “It was an incredible 
cinematic high.” 

Despite a 1993 laserdisc edition of Polyester that included cards, 
why hasn’t Odorama wafted back? “It’s hard enough to get theater 
owners to pay for indie films—try adding Odorama,” Waters says. 
Still, he enthuses, “I got to see audiences pay to smell s---. It’s a 
scatological world.” —Joe Neumaier 






knight keeps battling even after losing one arm, then the 

then both leg arp (ой a bonu 

kni “What’s funny about it,” says Matt Stone, “is that it 
starts off not being funny at all, then goes past it to the point 
so not funny funny agai 


BREAKOUT PERFORMANCES 


ITS HAPPEN. AND UNTIL THEY FIND SOM 
fancy-schmancy dermatologist out there іп 
Hollywood, bad-skin jokes will keep break- 
ing out all over. Thanks to a nervous condi- 
tion, Chris Elliott gets a pizza face with hiv 
4 in Mary that's so gross even he couldn't bear 
to watch it. at [the blemishes] looked like when we 
put them oi ut seeing them that big on sereen was 
pretty disgusting. My wife was covering her 
Bad as that is, Elliott's an OXY poster child compared with 
the biggest movie zit of all: the one John Belushi made of him- 
self by spraying his costars with cafeteria food 20 years ago in 
National Lampoon's Animal House. Gross? Certainly. But 
also lovable. Belushi eetne s Jim Abra- 
hams, a gross-out specialist who cowrote The Kentucky Fried 
Movie, and Airplane!, and directed this summer's Mafia! 
“His smile lures you in, then he spits up all over you. 


ЗИМЕ TO KILL 


OR YEARS, HELD ALL 
the titles with the 
Alien movies and Ghostbusters. This summer, 
the Farrelly brothers y just goop their 
way past her in the slime pantheon, with one 
of the raunchiest (and funniest) uses of a poly- ` 

г jelly in movie history. In a scene that's already 

givin; Something About Mary cult status, Ben Stiller 

gets a particularly personal gooey substance (and one not r 

mally seen outside X-rated movi 

it for hair gel, Cameron Diaz uses i 

The MPAA let the scene slip past (sexual comedy s 

an R; sexual titillation, an NC-17), but even Far 

might be a risk. “Cameron w 
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nervous about the scene,” he 
says. “It’s a potential career ender.” 
you've put this particul: 


Of course, оп rand of 


somebody's ear, is there really any place left to go with gross- 


outs? Trey Parker thinks the plenty of stretching room, 
queamish. “As soon as we ad- 
vance into beings evolved enough to 


and ba 


as long as the public sta; 

^ak freely about farts 
гоп be funny any- 

more and we'll move on to higher-minded topies. Until th 

m (Addi- 
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we're just capitalizing on America’s immaturity. 
tional reporting by Andre 
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seve > Don't Tell 


EIGHT TIMES A WEEK IN BROADWAY'S 
smash revival of Cabaret, Natasha Rich- 
ardson evokes a moment of overwhelming 
misery as Sally Bowles, the Weimar-era 
Berlin chanteuse whose fast life of cocaine 
and coitus is interrupted by an unwanted 
pregnancy—most probably the result of a 
liaison with a bisexual roommate played 
by John Benjamin Hickey. Near the end of 
the show, Richardson-as-Sally walks shak- 
ily onto the stage and reveals that she has 
had an abortion. She paints an unflinching 
portrait of denial, regret, and despair: the 
knocking knees, the tremulous voice, the 
vacant stare. < “I wanted to find out what 
it would've been like, what the health 
risks would have been, and the pain level," 
says Richardson, who traeked down a con- 
taet whose father performed abortions 
during that time, and soaked up stories 
about the emotional and physical perils. 
But not all of Richardson's preparation 
works from the outside in. Her Tony- 
winning reinterpretation of Sally Bowles 
(hardly the glamour-puss rendered by 
Liza Minnelli in the 1972 movie) has loose 


but unmistakable parallels to her own life 
as well. 4 Given the five-year marriage of 
her mother, Vanessa Redgrave, to film di- 
rector Tony Richardson, who died of com- 
plieations from the AIDS virus in 1991, 
there's something strikingly nervy in 
Natasha's nightly exploration of the limits 
of gay-straight unions. She says her family 
history "resonates in all sorts of ways, 
some of which I'm aware of, some of which 
I'm not. I mean, my dad never said to me, 
‘Tm рау, or ‘I’m bisexual.’ Yet it was nev- 
er a hidden thing. I don’t know, is that de- 
nial or total openness?” % As an actress, 
Richardson has always gravitated toward 
the dark side—like Paul Schrader’s 1988 
biopie, Patty Hearst, in which she spent 
much of her time blindfolded and at gun- 
point, and 19915 The Comfort of Strangers, 
as a woman caught in a sadomasochistic 
endgame. "It's the light, bright parts I 
have to work at," says Richardson, 35, nest- 
ling into a pretheater lunch at one of the 
few Manhattan restaurants that allow her 
to light up her treasured Vogue cigarettes. 
"It's weird, but where I'm comfortable go- 


SHE TOTED A GUN IN PATTY HEARST AND TRAMPS ABOUT IN HER 


TONY AWARD-WINNING PORTRAYAL OF SALLY BOWLES IN САВАВЕТ. 


NOW VANESSA’S DAUGHTER NATASHA RICHARDSON taxes a 


SURPRISINGLY LIGHTHEARTED TURN IN DISNEY’S THE PARENT TRAP. 
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BLOND AMBITION (From left) Cabaret, with 
Neeson in Anna Christie, and Lohan in Trap 





ing is where the most emotionally painful stuff is. That’s | Meyers, who directed the remake, “so when she read our 
version of it, it was a brand-new issue for her. But y’know, 
she [ultimately] got it. She understood it’s a fable.” 

Still, it’s a fable Richardson sometimes scratched her head 
at. “What kind of a mother FedExes one of the twins off to 
Napa and says, ‘It’s okay, I'll never see you again’?” Richard- 
son asks, erinkling her nose. “You'll never see a bead of sweat 
їп [Meyers-Shyer] movies, either. Everything has to 
be—even the sheets on the bed, the flowers—every little de- 
tail is sort of your dream of what life should be like. At first I 


where I feel a connection I can channel into." 

How the devil, then, did she wind up in The Parent Trap, a 
frothy affair (opening at malls everywhere July 29) in which 
she plays a picture-perfect divorced mum to cute twin girls 
(both played by Lindsay Lohan) determined to reunite her 
with Dennis Quaid's dear, hunky old dad? Well, mainly be- 
cause a funny thing happened on the way to Cabaret. 

Back in the spring of 1997, Richardson was set to begin a 
battery of vocal and terpsichorean lessons for the musical 
when director Sam Mendes' favored theater suddenly fell was a little resistant to it.” 
through. It was the start of several months’ bad luck. “Did | Still, the shoot was geographically advantageous. While 
you ever have one of those moments when everything pro- |. Richardson did her initial scenes on a London soundstage last 
fessionally just goes boom?” she asks, with a blunt sincerity summer, hubby Liam was filming nearby, playing a Jedi in 
miles away from typical Hollywood bravado, George Lucas’ top secret Star Wars prequel, due next May. 

It wasn't just the Cabaret revival that blew up in Richard- "He's some sort of Jedi Master, I know, but I get confused as 
son's face, which she'd kept more or less out of publie view to which one." So much for any plot-point dish. 
from 1994 to 1997; during that time she conceived two sons | On Aug. 2, Neeson will close his current Broadway run as 
(Micheal, now 3, and Daniel, 1) with husband Liam Neeson, | Oscar Wilde іп The Judas Kiss, the same date Richardson bids 
46. Anxious to get off the mommy track, she wound up grind- adieu to her limited engagement as Sally Bowles. Cabaret, 
ing her gears. As Cabaret languished for a year, she lost a however, will go on with Jennifer Jason Leigh; a touring com- 
movie deal, then a play. pany may also be formed with Anne Heche taking up the 

"That's when husband and wife moviemakers Charles Shy- torch-song baton. “I must say, Jennifer's a great idea, but it 
er and Nancy Meyers (the writing-producing-directing team breaks my heart...that this show is going on without me," 
behind Baby Boon and Father of the Bride) threw Richard- Richardson confesses. “It’s a horrible feeling. You think, Oh, 
son a lifeline. They wanted her for the Parent Trap role Mau- I'm replaceable. I thought I was...what made this special.” 
reen O'Hara played opposite Hayley Mills (and Hayley Mills) She and Neeson may star together in Asylum, a dramatic 
in the 1961 original. Typically, what intrigued Richardson thriller that would put her back in dire straits. She'd play the 
most wasn't the family-comedy patina; it was a comic se- adulterous wife of a doctor at a mental institution; Neeson 
quence wherein the nervous ex-wife arrives on her former would play her lover, who's been incarcerated since killing 
hubby's California wine-country turf totally blotto. “It’s so his spouse. “I've had the opportunity on stage to play some 
hard not to do [the scene] as a cliché, that's the challenge," ineredible women," says Richardson. “But I feel I haven't 
she says. She could also relate to the let's-get-back-together had that part on film yet. I hope this is that part." 
theme: "I remember thinking when I was 7 or 8, If I save up Not that Broadway's current leading light is excessively 
all my pocket money and send red roses to my mother, pre- optimistic. "I don't think any actor believes anything until 
tending they're from my dad, would that do the trick? you're standing in front of the cameras shooting. There's a 

To Meyers’ surprise, though, Richardson had reservations long way to go in film between the idea and the execution, 
about the twins-separated-at-birth scenario that drives the en- you know. It’s alw 
ure plot. “Natasha had never seen the original movie,” says 







































ry.” Yes, but as Sally Bowles might 
put it, it's better than sitting alone in your room. B 
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The Fortunate 700 


They joined this effort to ensure that one day all children in this 
nation will have the opportunity to attain an excellent education. 

Now we need 700 more individuals, people like you, to contribute 
$500 (tax deductible) to help underwrite each corps member’s sum- 
mer training. You can join this effort to ensure that all children have 
an equal chance for success 

Please call us now at 1-800-832-1230 ext. 108. Or write and send 
a check to Teach For America, P.O. Вох 5114, New York, N.Y. 10185. 





These are 700 of America’s most outstanding college graduates and 
they have been selected to join Teach For America, the national 


teacher corps. 
Maybe you know one of them or one of them is even from your 


hometown. They have committed two years of their lives to teach in 
America's most under-resourced urban and rural public schools - 
schools from the South Bronx to the Mississippi Delta to South 
Central Los Angeles 


1-800-832-1230 nttp://www.teachforamerica.org 
TEACHFORAMERICA 


AN AMERICORPS PROGRAM 
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MGM WATCHED HELPLESSLY AS MIRAMAX MADE А KILLING WITH ITS 
SCREAM FLICKS. NOW, WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM THE X-PHILES, THE 
STUDIO TAKES ITS OWN STAB AT THE LUGRATIVE GENERATION-HEX 
AUDIENCE WITH DISTURBING BEHAVIOR. 








IF YOU WANT TO KNOW HOW TO MAKE A TEENAGE 
horror movie, hang out in the lunchroom of Cra- 
dle Bay High. Everything’s in place. The pretty 
cheerleaders in shrunken sweaters. The brooding, 
studly guy. The janitor who looks like he’s out for blood. And the 
director frantically calling his producer on a borrowed StarTAC. 
You don't need to be a whiz in calculus to figure out what's go- 
ing on here on the Vancouver set of MGM's Disturbing Behavior. 
Miramax made $320 million worldwide with its first two films in 
the Scream trilogy; now every studio worth its weight in re- 
tractable butcher's knives wants to go howling for dollars. On 
Aug. 5, Miramax lets slash-happy Michael Myers loose for the 
seventh Halloween. In October, Columbia releases John Carpen- 
ters Vampires, about a Vatican-organized anti-Dracula squad, 
and Universal unleashes the evil Chucky doll on an L.A. killing 
spree in Bride of Chucky. And shooting just wrapped on Scream 
scribe Kevin Williamson's next shriek-fest, Killing Mrs. Tingle, 
about four high school students who plot to kill their teacher. 
“The scariest thing about making a horror movie 
these days,” Behavior director David Nutter says, 
“is making sure yours is out before everybody else's." 
Timing isn’t everything, of course, and spending a 
few hours on the Disturbing Behavior set is like 
reading Cliffs Notes for Hollywood Horror 101. 
Here's a quick review. And you will be tested... 
C'MON, GET SEXY! Load your cast with good-looking 
young people. Since Leo's not available, get a guy 
like James Marsden to play lead hunk. No matter 
that his biggest role to date was in The Nanny; girls 
will swoon and say he looks like Tom Cruise 15 
years ago. "Two minutes ago, it seems like I was 
having my own high school identity crisis,” Mars- 
den says. “I didn't know whether to hang out with 
the jocks or my fellow рееКегіп the musicals." 
For the female lead, it helps to have a household 
name (in households with 16-year-olds). Someone 
like Katie Holmes, star of Dawson's Creek (written 
by Kevin Williamson—yesss!), It's also smart to get 
à James Dean-type character played by someone 
like Niek Stahl, with highfalutin credits like Ter- 
rence Malick’s upeoming WWII film, The Thin Red 
Line. He'll draw the disenfranchised, the outsiders, 
the misfits (i.e., teenagers). Let him utter pensive 





KIDS SLAY the DARNDEST THINGS 


KNOW YOUR TEENS! Make sure you have all teen subcultures cov- 
ered. Today the cafeteria is packed with all sorts: skateboarders 
in baggy pants. Whiz kids with tattered copies of Stephen 
Hawking's A Brief History of Time. Jocks. Ravers. Punks. 
Freaks. Explains Holmes: “Everybody in high school wears a 
mask of some kind. It helps them play well with others.” 

When it comes to villains, play up every adolescent insecurity 
and make the bad guys the peppiest, happiest, best-looking bunch 
in the room. Here, they're the Blue Ribbons, a frighteningly 
chipper group of picture-perfect teens whose idea of fun involves 
bake sales and car washes. Never mind that an evil Cradle Bay 
doctor has surgically removed their negative impulses and sex- 
ual urges; these kids are still totally annoying. Says Marsden, 
"They're, like, the seariest people you could ever meet.” 

WHAT COMPETITION? No matter how much blood is spilled or 
creepiness unearthed in-your script, never discuss the compe- 
tition. If a reporter brings up Scream, laugh nervously, as pro- 
ducer Jon Shestack does, then align your film with more-classic 
works. "This movie's closer to Rebel Without a 
Cause," Shestack says. "It's in the tradition of that, 
and of Invasion of the Body Snatchers and The 
Stepford Wives. People will call this Scream 2.5, but 
it isn't. Really." Then again, you might want to take 
Scream head-on. "That's more of а slasher film,” 
says Holmes. “It’s written cleverly, but this is prob- 
ably more realistic. You don’t come across killers 
with knives, you come across people who mess with 
your mind, That's actually searier.” 
IF ALL ELSE FAILS, WORK THE X-FILES ANGLE! We are 
in Vancouver, and Nutter's directed more than a 
dozen X-Files episodes here, including the riveting 
"Ice" episode. Director of photography John Bart- 
ley is an X vet too, as is Mark Snow, the guy who 
composed the film's eerie music. So Disturbing Be- 
havior has a good chance of looking and sounding 
familiar to the millions of Mulder and Seully fans 
out there, right? If that sounds like a stretch, try to 
make a convincing argument. “Неу,” Nutter says 
with a bit of a smirk. "Everyone's looking for aliens, 
but I keep telling people the aliens among us are 
the teenagers. Parents can't talk to their kids any- 
more; they don't understand them. They can't deal 
with them, They can't get them to do what they 


thoughts to visiting reporters like: “Most teenage ШЕТУ ‘vant. If people are looking for the truth, maybe 


scripts read like they were written by people who ВОВЕ 


they need to be getting closer with their kids.” Or 


forgot what it's like to be a teen. I know. I'm 18.” the set and on the run) maybe they just need to take their kids to see Dis- 
Make this kid the psychological center of the film. are picture-perfect turbing Behavior. After all, it’s rated В. ш 
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Heard the one about the morning news show that took a nosedive in 
the ratings? Trouble is, no one's laughing—least of all the folks at the 
once top-ranked GOOD MORNING AMERICA. By JOE FLINT 


GOOD MORNING AMERICA WEATHERMAN 
Spencer Christian unwittingly summed it 
up during an early- July telecast. A stut- 
tering fit was preventing him from mal 
a smooth segment transition. After 
ed attempts to spit out the scripted words, Christian finally 
abandoned the effort with a frustrated “I give up. 
You could almost hear the collective sighs of agreement at 
ABC and parent company Disney. With ratin; :e fall (the 
»w slipped 14 percent in the last million 
viewers), and new hosts Kevin Newman and Lise 
during regular whippings from TV critics, the 
good mornings at GMA. The show has now slid so fa 
CBS' perennial basement dweller This Morning is boasting of 
closing the gap. And as if to add insult to injury, Christian real- 
ly did give up, announcing a move to a San Francisco station. 


Illustration 


That leaves movie critic Joel Siegel as СМА’; most familiar 
face (a man, ironically enough, who is frequently n 
his chief rival, the Today show's Gene Shalit). 

Of course, any confusion with NBC's seemingly unstoppable 

aut might not be bad. Today ау s 6.1 million vi 

s (spectacular morning numbers), and hosts Katie Couric and 
Matt Lauer are trumpeted as the best morning news team eve 
Heck, even weatherman Al Roker's a national treasure. 

Was there ever a time when Today wasn't No. 1? Ind 
and therein lies GMA's great hope 

у different picture. GMA was enjc 
treak; it had also been No, 1 during much of 

NBC's struggle at the time was not unlike (72 
and-water cohosts—Bryant Gumbel and Jane Р; 
a shaky transition from Pauley to Deborah Norville to 
Couric. But by * 


iken for 


5, Couric was clicking, Gumbel was leaving, 





and Today was trouncing GMA. 

Let's not give Couric too 
much credit, though; ABC de- 
serves plenty. In 1 the net 
moved GMA from its entertain- 
ment to its news division, and 
some ex-staffers will tell you 
that was the critical misstep. 
Then-news president Roone 
Arledge, they say, fell asleep at 
the wheel, refusing to realize 


hallenged is an 
ption for GMA, which 
continues to struggle for a dis- 
cernible personality. Producer: 
quibble over Newman's glasses 
(worries that he looked too 
nerdy now have him specs-free) 
when they should be addre: 
ing bigger issues—like the 
show's misguided follow-the- 
leader strategy. For example, 


GM >. By the time һе Pen ВАШ when Today got a ratings spike 


made ehanges, it was too little 

toolate: Many believe aging cohosts Joan Lunden, now 47, and 
Charles Gibson. should've been replaced years before their 
'97 and ‘98 exits, and that Gib: hould have gone first. 

But Arledge didn't just mismanage the talent; he fumbled 
content. Case in point: TWA Flight 800. Here was the perfect 
chance for his expertise to drive the show. NBC certain 
the opportunity: After the July '96 explosion, Gumbel was im- 
mediately pulled from the Atlanta Olympics and sent to the 
scene of the disaster. Lunden and Gibson remained studio- 
bound. "It was the lowest day eve уз a former GM Aer. 

"In hindsight, we should've gone back five or seven years to 
ABC News president David 
Westin, who took over the news division's day-to-day opera- 
tions in June. Although Westin won't take shots at his pre- 


make changes in the show, 


decessor (now ABC News chairman), he acknowledges GA 
unnecessarily awkward switch from entertainment to news: *I 
do not b e news had a clear idea of the show's direction. 
There were significant problems in the integration. СМА peo- 
ple were resistant to the news people, and the news people 
were resistant to the GMA people." As for replacing Lunden 
and Gibson: “You had a situation where you knew it was time 
{for them] to move on, but there were no real candidat 

Тһе result? Open and highly publicized auditions for their 
Jobs while they were still working. N eader Elizabeth Var- 
gas was a natural candidate for Lunden's chair; many speculat- 
ed she was being groomed to host when she jumped from NBC 
to СМА in 1996. But research is said to have revealed that 
women disliked her—she was simply too sexy for morning. 
was also, ding to several sour а prima donna. When 
negative stories were planted—most likely by a СМА insider— 
about her "temperament and vanity according to a June 1997 
Liz Smith column), she was packed off to PrimeTime Live 

Other candidates included Deborah Roberts, Cynthia 
F'adden, Willow Bay (wife of ABC president Bob Iger 
а cohost of NewsStand: С? & Entertainment Weekly), and 
Los Angeles’ KABC anchor Lisa McRee, a Lunden look-alike 

Not long after McRee's appointment, Gibson decided he 

leaving. Tom Bergeron, ex-host of Fox After Breakfast, 


and new GALA п nan Kevin Newman battled it out for 
Gibson's spot during trial substitution geron now 


acknowledges he and McRee were “cher illenged." 


in 1994 from its move to the 
fishbowl on the ground floor of 10 Rockefeller Plaza, GMA 
countered with its own new sets, with disastrous results. “At 
the time that СМА should have gotten more intimate, 
huge and distant," says one former exec producer. 


quare. However, in typical fashion, it 
seems not quite fully baked. The plan, according to exec pro- 
ducer Shelley Lewis, is to have a two-level studio: Anchors will 
sit on the second floor as passersby are ushered onto the 
ground floor to “have a cup of coffee and stand inside a pro- 
tected environment." Sounds almost as much fun as a bus sta- 
tion. Originally, GAZA hoped to debut the set in late '98; the re- 
cently announced yearlong delay may be a blessing in disguise. 
Today undoubtedly lucked out with Lauer and Courie: They 
have a natural and appealing rapport (developed, it should be 
noted, over a couple of years), the reporting chops to deliver 
harder news, plus a wholesome sex appeal that attracts 
younger viewers without threatening older ones. Furthermore, 
the producers understand a.m. demos: More men watch the 
first hour, which features harder news stories; softer segments 
escalate in the second hour, when women dominate. СМА» 
pacing, by contrast, seems to have no rhyme or reason. But 
then, neither does the show's mind-boggling decision to hire 
ancient New York Post gossip columnist Cindy Adams. 
Who is СМА looking to attract? The most desirable morning 
demo is adults 18-to-49 (47 percent of Today’s audience; 43 of 
). Newman, 39, and МеВее, 36, would certainly lure 
e of them than Connie Chung, 51, whose name is circula 
ing as a possible replacement (wild rumors and troubled shows 
go hand in hand, but insiders think the Chung scuttlebutt 
fetched). Westin says he believes in Newman and McRee, 
though he's obviously keeping his options open: “In the next six 
months, we need to be able to say, "This is our show and we be- 
lieve in it,’ or we have to take a hard look at what we're doing." 
In the meantime, GMA’s hosts would do well to master the 
morning-show interview (asking tough questions with a smile) 
and work on that chemistry. On the plus side: Newman's as 
fast on his feet as Couric initial iciness is 
st of TV commodities: pa- 
tience skills take time to learn,” says McRee. Until 
then, adds 








Bio graphy 


The people you thought you Кпем/:” 


They've starred in some of 

the most successful movies 

of all time, and they’ve been 

seen by millions on the big screen. 


But what are they like when 
no one’s looking? 
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“Aly 


your safety belt and secure children in the г 


seat 'Under normal 


ing conditions with routine fluid and filter changes 


Corky was never really a "car" dog. Until we got a Ford Escort. 


Now when | open the door, he leaps right in — tail waggin, nose right up to the window. 


And that's how he stays. Up to the window, slobberin' on everything. 
You can't drag him away. 

| tried doggy treats, his 
favorite CD’ (Hound Dog), 


even offered to let him play 
REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY* 
with the power door locks: с 
SECOND GENERATION DUAL AIRBAGS" 
No dice 
100,000 MILES BETWEEN TUNE-UPSt 
Now, I’m no dog psychologist, but maybe he's so proud of our Escort, he 
DUAL POWER MIRRORS’ 


just wants to be seen init. After all, they do have a lot in common: dependable, smart, 


and не, they both have shiny coats. 
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A COR WTA ООК АТ THIS WEEK 


Art ofthe Deal 





Kevin Spacey tries to defuse Samuel L. Jackson in The Negotiator, 
| afiery showcase for two conversing all-stars. by Owen Gleiberman 


actor can make his thoughts 
burn with the white heat of 
Samuel L. Jackson. By now, 
we've grown accustomed to 
his musieally contained fury, 
the way his words rocket 
forth in a threatening yet mel- 
lifluous mock singsong. What | 
continues to make Jackson | 
such a highly combustible per- | 
former, though, is the nearly 


NO OTHER CONTEMPORARY | 
| 
| 
| 


physical joy he takes in 


hi 


|a 


ideas. Logic is sexy to 
him. He's never more 
a 


1 


he bullet spray of 


ive than when he's 
uestioning others— 
is great coffee-shop 


showdown near the Œ 
end of Pulp Fiction was like 


seuzz-underworld version 
f a Platonic dialogue—yet 





rough some fusion of will, 


The 
Negoti tor. 


Samuel (t 
Jackson 
Kevin Spacey 


bravado, and sheer 
stubborn funk, he nev- 


(which is to say, doubt) 
himself. His logic is a 
machine gun pointed 
directly at you. 

In The Negotiator 
Jackson has 


DA 


(Warner Bros.), 
what is probably his juiciest 
role since Pulp Fiction as 
Danny Roman, a hostage ne- 


er deigns to question | 


IN ENTERTAINMENT 


gotiator with the Chieago 
police force who can out- 
maneuver the most volatile 
spur-of-the-moment abductors. 
Danny is fearless; hell stare di- 
rectly down the barrel of a ma- 
niae's gun if that’s what it takes 
to disarm a situation. His true 
weapon, however, is that he's a 


master of the rules of engage- 


ment—a virtuoso of psycho- 
logical gamesmanship. He 
knows how to stroke and pla- 
cate, to break down a crimi- 
nal's defenses and win his trust 





through poker-faced deception. 
Interviewed on the nightly 


news after a daring rescue, 


| TALKING POINTS Jackson and 
Spacey go head-to-head 


Danny comes off like the star 
athlete of the SWAT team 
(he speaks coyly about team- 
work but grabs all the credit 
anyway). He's about to be 
undermined, though, by his 
nose for truth. When Dan- 
ny's partner uncovers a con- 
spiracy to rip off the police- 


pension fund, he gets shot to | 


death, and Danny is framed 
for the murder. Destined, it 
appears, for jail, he bursts 
into the office of the Internal 
Affairs chief (J.T. Walsh) he 
believes masterminded the 
plot and ends up taking him 
hostage, along with the 
chief's assistant and a couple 
of bystanders. The tables are 
turned; the negotiator is now 
hostage taker. But he's still 
in control. Demanding a ne- 
gotiator of his own, a distant 
colleague named Chris Sabi- 
an (Kevin Spacey), whom 


he thinks he already has 
psyched out (actually, Sabian | 


is as wily as he is), Danny 
attempts to use the hair- 


trigger manipulations of a | 


hostage crisis to smoke out 
the real killer. 

Directed by the 28-year-old 
F. Gary Gray, who made the 
vividly scruffy inner-city fa- 


bles Friday (1995) and Set It | 


Off (1996), Th 
a clever B-movie synthesis of 
The Fugitive, Dog Day After- 
noon, and Die Hard. I call it a 
B movie because the charac- 
ters don't have much texture; 
they're all but defined by the 
pressure-cooker situation in 
which they find themselves. 


egotiatior ік 


Watching Danny rattle and | 
| The Negotiator is 


improvise, we never feel, as 
we did with Al Pacino's Son- 


ny in Dog Day Afternoon, | 


that we're witnessing the 
fraught climax to an already 
messy and tangled existence. 
The N 


Nevertheless, 'egotia- 


tor, once it gets going (there's. | 
| lease, of hot-blooded ag- 4 


a rather lengthy prosaic set- 
up), is a satisfyingly tense 





| ruption, 


and booby-trapped thriller 
about the meeting of two re- 
lentless minds. 

Jackson makes Danny as 
quippy and righteous as 
Bruce Willis or Kurt Russell, 
but he also gives him a lethal- 
ly short fuse, a glimmer of un- 
stable rage that helps propel 
the film past the demagogic 
shallowness of most big-bud- 
get suspense thrillers. Danny 
knows that his ruse will work 
only if the people on the other 
side believe that he's capable 
of anything. As his deadpan 
antagonist, Spacey teases us 
with his smooth, cultivated in- 
difference only to cut against 
it. Sabian has to pretend not 
to give a damn about what 
happens to Danny, even after 
he starts to. 

The two асфогз are as 
focused as chess wizards, so 
it's no surprise that the film's 
tensions pop out through its 
sideline characters. Paul Gia- 
matti, as a credit-card fraud 
artist who is one of the 
hostages, has the gnashing 
comic goofiness of a sleazy go- 
pher. Here, as in his great Pig 
Vomit turn in Private Parts, 
he advanees a new screen 
type: the cussed, let-it-all- 
hang-out nerd. And the late 
J.T. Walsh, in his penultimate 
film role, shows yet again 
why he was such a peer- 
less character actor. As 
the devious, squirmy 
Niebaum, he s 4 
to be basting in eor- $ 


anxiety, 
and contempt. Just 


about everyone in 
movie's chief pleasure. 
The action is really a 


pipeline into audience fan- 
s—of restraint and re- 


eems 


* 
”“ 
4 

+ 


either blowing off 
steam or holding 
it in, and that's the 


tas 


gression made cool. В+ ¢ 


REELWORLD 


This week in Hollywood by Jeff Gordinier 


Ш A PIECE OF THE PI Critics have hailed Darren 
Aronofsky’s Indie thriller 7 as one of the most 
original films of the year. But could 77—the story 
of Max, a math whiz who studies numbers in an 
overheated Manhattan apartment crammed 
with computers—be a little less original than it 
looks? In 1992 The New Yorker published a piece 
by Richard Preston, author of The Hot Zone, called “Тһе Moun- 
tains of Pi,” a profile of two math whizzes who study numbers in 
an overheated Manhattan apartment crammed with comput- 
ers. Aronofsky doesn't credit the article in his film, but he admits 
that he read it—"That was sort of an Influence for Max's char- 
acter,” he says—and that he interviewed the Chudnovsky broth- 
ers, the duo at the heart of Preston’s plece. “I basically took a 
little bit of that reality and fantasized it as much as possible,” 
the filmmaker says. “None of their lives are really in К... | took 
reality and turned it into cyberpunk." So far, Preston hasn't 
seen Тапа declines to comment. 


ARONOFSKY 


m LEAPIN’ (OVER THE) LIZARD It seems like every summer 
flick “borrows” something—a line, an image—from a Steven 
\ Spielberg movie, be it Jaws or Jurassic Park. Godzilla, 
р for example, had more cribs than a maternity ward. 
(Watch how those baby Godzillas dent steel doors, 
raptor-style.) But just because Godzilla director 
Roland Emmerich saw Jurassic Park, don't expect 
(f Spielberg to return the favor, “Тһе only 
Godzilla | saw was the one with 
2 Raymond Burr cut into 
Á—. the Japanese version," 
- Spielberg says. "I pur- 
posely stayed away from 
seeing Godzilla, because 1 
didn't want to get any- 
thing between me and 
my memory of my fa- 
vorite Godzilla томе 

of all time." 


Ш FURTHERMORE 

Thelead in Paramount's 

adaptation of Frank Мс- 

Court's memoir, Angela's Ashes— 

which was to be Liam Neeson until 

he dropped out—may be filled by The 
Full Monty's Robert Carlyle, m 


EYES WIDE SHUT Spielberg 
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| Creepy teens trad 


gh school angst for 


murderous anger in Disturbing Behavior 


IN A VIRTUOSO MONOLOGUE | bake 


early in the subve 
spawn-of-Scream teen її 
Disturbing Behavior (MGM), 
pasty outeast Gavin Strick 
(N ahl, full of star poten- 
tial) describes the unofficial 
seating plan of the Cradle Bay 
High School cafeteria to Steve 
Clark (Jarr 
kid who exudes just enough 
alienation to suggest that 


Gavin has spotted a brother in 


anomie. Seconded by a “pig- | 


mently challeng albino 
sidek 


E. Donella), Gavin identifies 


the jocks and the computer 


nerds, the auto-shop habitués 


and the punks who have con- 


stituted high school soi 
all eternity. Indeed, ( 


nails subset's musie and | 


drug habits with such deadpan 
verve that it's clear he'd make 
а great scriptwriter for a WB 
TV pro 
doesn't first fall prey to the 
of the Blue Ribbons. 

They're the highly motivat- 
ed joc rleader set, 
the overachieving goody-good- 
ies who study hard and run 


| 
=l 
| 
| 


| warns the p: 


Marsden), anew | 


otherworldly Chad | 


someday—if he | 


Dr. Caldicott 
(Bruce Greenwood), Y 
model suburban 
cept when they go on murde; 
ous rampages. “Adolescence 
a minefield,” the creepy shrink 


recruits to his motivational 
workshop should know: 


nts of potential | 


His spécialité is tinke with 
grenade-like teenage brains. 
In addition to all it owes 
Scream, Disturbing Behavior 
blithely draws sincerest-form- 


olders and betters 
including The Stepford 
Wives, Village of the 
Damned, and, heck, 
even Sherlock Holmes. 
(There's a mortal 
struggle at a waterfall.) 


The X-Files training of direc- 


tor David Nutter (making his 
feature debut) and cinematog- 
rapher John Bartley reveals 


H ere's how a sampling of 
critics and movie audiences 


from across the country grade 


10 current releases. 


Armageddon тооснѕтоме 


Billy’s Hollywood Screen Kiss TRIMARK 


Dr. Dolittle зот century rox 
Lethal Weapon ТЕТЕ id 
Madeline «escam о 

The Mask of Zorro tristan 


Polish Wedding Fox зклясниант 


Saving Private Ryan ETUR 


Small Soldiers oneamworxs 


There's Something About Mary zor4 century rox 


Disturbing 
Behavior 


STARRING 
James 
Marsden 
Katie Holmes 
RATED R 
94 MINUTES 


ing tone of sardonic darkness, 
its delight in light and shadow. 
And eredit goes to the WB's 
Dawson's Creek for populariz- 
ing the tough-cutie charms of 
Katie Holmes: As Gavin's 
chum who strikes sparks with 
Steve, Goth-chie in a nose 
ring, blood-red lipstick, and a 

kimming top, she’s a 


looks like when it cuts class. 
But for all its influences, 
Disturbing Behavior estab- 


natural, part-mocking, part- 
commiserating genre of its 
own—a state so precarious 
that those expecting chillier 
frights or warmer laughs may 
be disappointed. Conformity, 
it counsels, is the work 
of the devil, operating 
in cahoots with parents 
who sell out their kids. 
But kids, it also sug- 
can be as creepy 

as zombies, as bitter 
as inmates, as bad 
in. You want school 

t? I’ve got your school 


| spirit right here. Ka-blammm. 


а Schwarzbaum 


ERITICS" 
AVERAGE 


>> Critical Mass Interactive: Grade the movies yourself at www.ew.com << 
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MARRIED TO THE МОВ Pasta-faced newlyweds Christina Applegate and Mohr canoodle in Майа! 


La Cosa Nostril 





| Thumbing its nose at The Godfather and Casino (how audacious!), 
Mafia! revels in a style of parody that's ready to sleep with the fishes 


THERE'S А GOOD САС IN Mafia! 
(Touchstone) that the movie botches so 
completely it's а crime. We're at a fancy 
Mob wedding where the aging, white- 
haired patriarch, Don Cortino (Lloyd 
Bridges), steps onto a backyard dance 
floor to take a courtly spin with his daugh- 
ter-in-law. As they dance, а hitman rushes 
up and fires round after round into 
the don, whose body, still standing, 
jerks and twitches so spasmodical- 
ly that everyone assumes that the 
old man is simply doing the jitter- 
bug. The musicians grin, stop the 
slow number they’re playing, and 
launch into a jubilant rendition of “In the 
Mood,” quickly followed by “Macarena.” 
Hilarious? It might have been—that is, if 
we could have actually seen Lloyd 
Bridges (who died shortly after the film 
was completed) doing his goofy assassina- 
tion dance. Instead, it's displayed in chop- 
py bits and pieces that never add up to a 
slapstick epiphany. 

There are a handful of laughs in 
Mafu 
repressed. At this point, who really wants 
to see a parody of The Godfather anyway? 


What's next—Casablanca? The Birth of 


a Nation? Directed by Jim Abrahams, 
working without his former partners the 


Zucker brothers, Mafia! combines a | 


Mafia! 


STARRING 
Jay Mohr 
Lloyd Bridges 
RATED PG-13 


86 MINUTES 


!, but most of the movie feels oddly | 


been-there-done-that lampoon of the 
mythical Corleone clichés with a slightly 
less moldy satire of Martin Scorsese’s 
Casino. The underworld gags are limited 
and repetitive, without the ripely promis- 
cuous media-age lunacy that, in a comedy 
like The Naked Gun, made you feel as if 
the film were tickling funny bones you 
never even knew existed. 

Jay Mohr, as the Michael Cor- 
leone surrogate, and Billy Burke, 
as his psycho-hothead brother, 
don't even look the part—they're 
like preppies clowning in a Har- 
vard spoof—and so the film gets 
virtually no lift from its performers. Can 
you imagine, for instance, what that wed- 
ding dance of death would have looked 
like with Leslie Nielsen giving in to his in- 
ner anarchist? In the Naked Gun films, 
the spectacular klutziness of Nielsen's 
Lieut. Frank Drebin grows out of his atti- 
tude, his oblivious, befuddled soul, but in 
Майа!, people smash into walls simply 
because the filmmakers thought it would 
be funny to see them smashing into walls. 
Still, when Mohr Anthony Cortino grabs 
his brother's head and gives him the kiss 
of death, leaving a bright red smear of lip- 





stick... well, we may all know this genre's 
| tricks too weil by now, but that doesn't 
mean they can't make you smile. с —OG 





MOVIE TITLE 


WHAT IT'S ABOUT 


ВҮ 1015 
ALTER 
MARK 


THERE'S SOMETHING 
ABOUT MARY 


Ex-dweeb Ted (Ben 
Stiller) hires a 
private eye (Matt 
Dillon) to track 
down the woman 
(Cameron Diaz) 
he's been 
obsessed with 
since high school. 


New kid in town 
Steve (James 
Marsden) and , 
outcast Rachel 
(Katie Holmes) try 
to discover why 
their fellow high 
school students 
are turning Into 
Preppy zombies. 


| 


Ра ( - Е еї 
DISTURBING E MA VI VAT 
BEHAVIOR THE NEGOTIATOR OF ZORRO RYAN 





After being 
framed, hostage 
negotlator Danny 
Roman (Samuel L. 
Jackson) takes 
prisoners and 
demands that 
renowned Chris 
Sablan (Kevin 
Spacey) be called 
In to mediate. 


The original man in 
black (Anthony 
Hopkins) trains his 
cocky protégé 
(Antonio 
Banderas) to take 
over his 
swashbuckling 
duties, 


During World War 
|, Capt. John 
Miller (Tom Hanks) 
and his squad are 
sent to rescue a 
soldier (Matt 
Damon) whose 
three brothers 
have been killed in 
action. 





WILL KIDS WANT 
TO WATCH IT? 


Yes, teens will find 
this raunchy 
comedy hysterical. 


Yes. Holmes, a star 
of TV's Dawson's 
Creek, will lure 
them In to this 
teen version of The 
Stepford Wives. 


Yes, they'll be 
fascinated by this 
suspenseful crime 
drama. 





MPAA RATING 


R R 





Yes. They'll get a 
kick out of this 
old-fashioned 
adventure. 


PG-13 


Maybe, because of 
Hanks, Damon, and 
Spielberg. But 
those too young 
shouldn't enlist In 
this war drama. 





SEX/NUDITY — Ted's “franks and 


Implied oral sex In 
а саг; a girl bares 
her breast. 


beans,” mastur- 
bation, oral sex, 
wrinkly breasts 


Zorro removes the 
corset of a woman 
(Catherine Zeta- 
Jones) їп a duel, 





DRUGS/ALCOHOL 


Akid smokes a 
Joint; teens try to 
score beer. 


Ted and Mary 
share what may be 
a Joint; drinking. 


Drinks аға 
birthday 
celebration 


Some social 
drinking 





VIOLENCE/SCARINESS 


All in good fun, but 
a dog catches fire 
and a cop beats 
Ted after finding a 
corpse In his саг. 


Bloody fights; 
shooting; students 
fall to their death; 
atriptoan 
asylum. 


A little girl is held 
at gunpolnt; three 
fatal shootings. 


Swordplay and 
shooting; the two 
Zorros carve thelr 
marks Into 
enemies’ flesh. 


Ultra-gory, 
realistic combat 
scenes, filled with 
blood and malmed 
bodies 





OBJECTIONABLE 
WORDS/PHRASES 


More than 100 About 55 


More than 100 


Three 


More than 100 





WHAT'S GOOD ABOUT IT 


WHAT'S NOT SO GOOD 


APPROPRIATE AGES 


Everyone likes 
Mary because 
she's bright, 
compassionate, 
and fun. 


The message that 
It's best to be 
yourself, imper- 
fectlons and all 


Chris' anti- 
vlolence creed 


Justice prevails, 





The many Jokes at Parents sign up 
the expense of the thelr kids for 
mentally and mind-control 
physically experiments. 
challenged 


Nobody listens to 
Danny until he 
grabs a gun and 
takes hostages In a 
Chicago police 
building. 


Children may be 
upset when Zorro 
Sr.’s wife Is killed 
and his baby Is 
taken from him. 


Courage can 
overcome the 
worst horrors 
imaginable. 


The relentless 
violence is almost 
painful to watch. 





15and up 


15 and up 


15and up 


12 and up 
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Reviews by OWEN GLEIBERMAN 


New Releases 


BILLY'S HOLLYWOOD SCREEN KISS 
(Trimark, В) With this cherry tart 
of a story about a likable, boy- 
friendless photographer (very lik- 
able Sean P. Hayes) with a crush 
on a dishy L.A. newcomer for 
whom the sexual-orientation jury 
is still out (Brad Rowe), writer- 
director Tommy O'Haver has come 
up with a gay, as in homosexual, 
romantic comedy that's also gay, as 
in sparkling, high-spirited, debon- 
air. This is the fruit of a new, re- 
laxed chapter in gay filmmaking, 
one in which discrimination, AIDS, 
psychological distress, and gender 
polities take a breather while at- 
tractive men make entertaining 
comments about movies, relation- 
ships, thissa-and-thatta. For such a 
teeny premise, O'Haver piles his 
after-dinner plate awfully high— 
characters living life like a Holly- 
wood melodrama, music by Petula 
Clark and Nina Simone, a color 
palette out of an old MGM extrava- 
ganza, transvestites, general fabu- 
lousness. But, hey, have a bite, it’s 
just dessert. B+ SiG) 


MARK TWAIN'S AMERICA IN 3-D 
(Sony Pictures Classics, G) Swim- 
ming really close to the huge pad- 
dle of a steam«lriven riverboat and 
sitüng eye to eye with an extreme- 
ly large jumping frog are fine, edu- 
cational, Hall of Wonder-type expe- 
riences, But this new IMAX effort 
suffers from the same dispiriting 
squareness that has plagued most 





of the format’s other 3-D movies: 


and LISA SCHWARZBAUM 


Subtract the novelty of donning un- 
gainly, futuristic goggles to experi- 
ence objects leaping off the screen 
and you're left with a constipated | 
classroom lecture—the efforts of a 
professor awed by the difficulty of 
running a movie projector. Here, 
the history lesson concerns the 
great American writer, who, inven- 
tion buff that he was, would proba- 
bly be enchanted with 3-D film- 
making, even if much of the process 
is wasted on photographs of him 
looking like a cardboard cutout 
posed against a museum diorama. 
With your eyes closed, this unim- 
peachably virtuous production as- 
sumes the form it might just as 
well have had all along: radio docu- 
mentary on NPR. C —LS 


THE THIEF (Stratosphere, R) In 
1952, Sanya (Misha Philipchuk), a 
6-year-old Russian boy with big 
round chipmunk eyes that look 
made for piercing the hearts of art- 
house patrons everywhere, watch- 
his young widowed mother 
terina Rednikova) becomes 
involved with a handsome sol- 
dier—a smoldering, manipulative 
brute (Vladimir Mashkov) who 
winkingly describes himself as the 
son of Joseph Stalin. A strapping 
opportunist, the soldier takes the 
two under his wing, passing him- 
self off as “Uncle Tolyan.” Despite 
his flagrant hostility and criminal 
Joutishness, he fosters an emotion- 
al dependence that leaves young 
Sanya at his mercy. A 1998 Acade- 
my Award nominee for Best For- 
eign Language Film, The Thief is 





meant to be a domestic allegory of 
life under Stalin, but the director, 
Pavel Chukhrai, stages scenes like 
a grimly furtive apparatchik. He 
makes Tolyan so monochromatic in 
his oppression, and the boy and his 
mother such helpless, passive 
lambs, that the film's obvious (if 
inarguable) politics never translate 
into active drama. C- —0G 


In Theaters 
ARMAGEDDON (РС-13) In this month's 


will-an-asteroid-collide-with-Earth 
thriller, military honchos scramble 
to find someone to save our pre- 
cious planet, and the best they can 
come up with is an oil driller (Bruce 
Willis). Watching the movie, you 
get the feeling that the director, 
Michael Bay, wants to drill the au- 
dience. С (#440, July 10) —0G 


BUFFALO 66 (Unrated) A grunge fa- 
ble of regeneration cowritten and 
directed by its ; Vincent Gallo, 
who has the look of a born so- 
ciopath—or a born movie star. He 
plays Billy Brown, who emerges 
from prison and kidnaps the sweet- 
ly voluptuous teenage Layla (Chris- 
tina Rieci), forcing her to pretend 
to be his wife. It's all to convince his 
parents (played with venomous 
gusto by Ben Gazzara and Anjelica 
Huston) that he is now a re- 
spectable person. Gallo already has 
the audacity and flair of a major 
filmmaker. A (#440, July 10) —OG 


DR. DOLITTLE (PG-13) As а natty 
physician who's none too thrilled to 
find that he has the ability to talk 
to animals, Eddie Murphy plays 
straight man to a bunch of winged, 
furry, and raunchily funny wisen- 
heimers. Director Betty Thomas 
keeps indulgence at bay in even 
the coarsest of comic situations. 
B+ (#440, July 10) —LS 





ооо Qu; 
Per Picture 


LOSERS OF THE WEEK 


Movie Stars 


According to a survey 

by Arbitron New Media, 
more moviegoers are 
concerned with “topic or 
plot” than with seeing 
big-name actors. So, 
what’s up with these 

$20 million paydays? 


WINNER OF THE WEEK 


‘Godzilla’ 


The much-maligned 

big lizard broke an 
attendance record in 
Japan, where more than 
half a million people saw 
the flick on opening day. 


LETHAL WEAPON 4 (R) Practically 
nothing has changed since LW3, 
except that the boys—Danny 
Glover and Mel Gibson, family man 
and trip-wired widower—really 
are getting too old for this s---. 
Stuff still blows up, absurdly and 
dramatically. Joe Pesci still natters. 
tene Russo is back. It's cool, 
though, to see Hong Kong martial- 
arts star Jet Li whirl and kick in 
his American debut. And Chris 
Rock does some funny stand-up as 
Glover's future son-in-law, if stand- 
up is what you're after in a Lethal 
formula. C (#441, July 17)  —LS 


MADELINE (PG) The 12 little girls 
“in two straight lines" of Ludwig 
Bemelmans' beloved children's 
books have become one dull dozen 
in Daisy von Scherler Mayer's fizz- 
less adaptation. British newcomer 
Hatty Jones, as leader of the pack, 
shows a worker-like spunk better 
adapted to the field-hockey green, 
while Frances McDormand adopts 
a broad acting-for-children style 
that reveals little of her gifts 
Madeline-size girls may be enter- 


tained enough, but adults will rec- 
ognize the blandness in this pud- 
ding. C (#441, July 17) —LS 


THE MASK OF ZORRO (PG-13) An- 
thony Hopkins and Antonio Ban- 
deras make a passionate pair of 
swordsmen—one the aging pulp- 
fiction legend, the other the hot- 
headed young pupil he trains to 
take his place in the never-ending 
battle for truth, justice, and the 
old-fashioned action-adventure 
way. This pleasant, deep-crimson 
movie anachronism from director 
Martin Campbell is a nostalgic 
treat—with a bit of unintentional 
Monty Python in the sneers of a 
ruthless Spanish villain (Stuart 
Wilson). B (#442, July 24) —LS 


JU (R) Darren Aronofsky's first 
feature could be a cybergeek ver- 
sion of Тал Driver, Max (Sean Gul- 
lette), a febrile mathematics junkie, 
skulks through the streets, alley 

and fluorescent subway tunnels of 
Manhattan, obsessed with uncover- 
ing the secret number system that 
governs...everything. The movie's 
freakazoid intensity gets to you, 
but there’s something at once 
cramped and show-offy in Aronof- 
sky's refusal to even slightly vary 
the atmosphere of shock-corridor 
burnout. В (#441, July 17) —OG 


POLISH WEDDING (PG-13) First- 
time writer-director Theresa Con- 
nelly aims for a European feel to 
this ethnic All in the Family story 


GREAT LINES 


“МАНА!” 


“| don’t belong, 
Anthony. I’m always 
just going to be that 
Protestant chick who 
- never killed anyone!” 


| G+ (#441, July 17) 


about a combustible Polish clan in 
Hamtramck, Mich. But she packs 
in too many high-concept personal- 
ities and overseasons them with 
too much self-conscious spiciness: 
The matriareh (Lena Olin) smol- 
ders in her bathrobe, the patriarch 
(Gabriel Byrne) sighs with moody 
distraction, the sons clang and bang 
around the house, and the rebel- 
lious daughter (Claire Danes) at 
the center of the hubbub taunts 
young men as if she were in a comic 
strip. G (#442, July 24) —LS 


SAVING PRIVATE RYAN (F) Steven 
Spielberg's World War II epie is a 
movie of staggering virtuosity and 
raw lyric power, a masterpiece оГ 
terror, chaos, blood, and courage. It 
opens with one of the most brutal 
and revolutionary sequences ever 
filmed, as Spielberg uses the D-Day 
invasion to put us directly inside the 
consciousness of men in combat 
Тот Hanks, in a beautiful perfor- 
mance, is Captain Miller, who leads 
his platoon across the Normandy 
countryside in search of Private 
Ryan (Matt Damon), the only one of 
four enlisted brothers who may still 
be alive. Тһе dread and violence of 
that opening massacre haunt their 
every move; at the same time, 
Spielberg is too great a filmmaker 
not to make the battles thrilling in 
their spontaneous logistical frenz: 
Saving Private Ryan says that only 
by confronting the pitiless horror of 
World War II can we truly know its 
heroism. A (#442, July 24) —OG 


SMALL SOLDIERS (PG-14) The title 
characters are a platoon of spunky 
robot action figures—jut-jawed, 
rivet-jointed Commando Elite 
warriors who strut like post-punk 
GI Joes on steroids. Unfortunate- 
ly, the director, Joe Dante (Grem- 
lins) has misplaced his zest 
for escalating slapstick outrage. 
—OG 


THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT MARY 
(R) Ted (Ben Stiller), a former high 
school nerd, has never gotten over 
his crush on Mary (Cameron Diaz), 


| the beautiful girl who asked him to 


the prom. (He never made it; he 
got his member stuck in his zipper.) 
So he hires a sleazy detective (Matt. 
Dillon) to track her down. The ro- 
mantic-stalker plot is really just an 
excuse for the Farrelly brothers to 
indulge their overdeliberate brand 
of madcap tastelessnt here аге 
jokes about the handicapped, gay 
serial killers, clectroshocked dog 

and so on. You don't have to be a 





prude, though, to be put off by the 
laboriousness with which the Far- 
rellys telegraph their taboo-smash- 
ing glee. С (#441, July 17) —OG 
> > More reviews in EW Special 

Edition at www.ew.com < < 
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RAPIER WITS Zorro's Banderas and Catherine Zeta-Jones cross swords 


7” MARKS THE SPOT 


N A SUMMER packed with. fancy-schmancy computer-gener- 

ated celestial objects and demolition-derby car chases, The 

Mask of Zorro proved that less can Indeed be more. The old- 
school swashbuckling adventure, starring Antonio Banderas and 
Anthony Hopkins, sliced its way to No. 1 with a sharp $22.5 million, 
thanks to its across-the-board appeal. Apparently less appeal- 
Ing—In many ways—was the week's other big debut, the crude 
comedy There's Something About Mary, which rode slaphappy re- 
views and giggle-fit buzz to a $17.8 million five-day tally. With its 
lack of comic competition, the Farrelly brothers’ flick should still 
stick around for a bit. Meanwhile, Eddie Murphy was again Induct- 
ed Into the $100 million club—twice—as both Dr. Dolittle and Mulan 
soared past the no-longer-so-exclusive box office milestone. 





ar YER in tuns: 
ans "o Tune "un" 





THE MASK OF ZORRO TriStar $225 256 
LETHAL WEAPON 4 Warner Bros. > $217 am 
ARMAGEDDON Thuchstone $166 3,184 


THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT MARY $137 2186 
20th Century Fox 


DR. DOLITTLE 20th Century Fox $95 2,805 
SMALL SOLDIERS Preay Works $86 2613 
MULAN Walt елігу $49 2283 $2152 
MADELINE TriStar $4.4 863 52582 
THE TRUMAN SHOW Риго! $22 1540 Sian 
SIX DAYS, SEVEN NIGHTS Tiuchsiome 501 — 146 51485 
OUT OF SIGHT (ето! $20 1430 $1420 
THE X-FILES 56) Cratury Fo $20 1451 $1,381 
TITANIC Paramount $13 867 $1543 
EVEREST /41AX su 8 sun 
A PERFECT MURDER Wiyrsier то $08 947 $896 
HOPE FLOATS 21) Century For. 507 зм 
THE HORSE WHISPERER 7; $05 sin 
CITY OF ANGELS Hirer Bes $04 0 $644 
THE OPPOSITE OF SEX $0.4 114 $2.202 


Sony Pictures Classics 


SMOKE SIGNALS Miranuce $04 86 


58,957 1 $225 
‘$6,970 2 Sar 

$5211 3 81201 
55,288 1 81.8 


33,379 
$3,510 


$5759 +4 


зомасе EXHIBITOR RELATIONS CO. ING. WEEKEND OF JULY Та WEEKEND О AND GÁONI-I0-BATE Fugo AL 
IW MILLIONS 1 INCLUDES SOUE MULTISCRT Et TEATERS AND РОТ SHIPPED AS WELL м ЗОВ 
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> SON 
ONE HOUR SEA 
PREMIERE SPECIAL 
FROM VEGAS 7 


• David Cassidy 
* Jack Jones 
* Rip Taylor 
+ Cherry Poppin’ Daddies 
* Windsor Harmon from 
“Bold & The Beautiful” - 
* Clint Carvalho & The Cockatoos 
“Тһе Radio City Rockettes^ 


-in all: the world, there’s only one variety show that combines savoir fal 


- quoi to bring you certain joie de vivre that can be only Байес 





Little Girl Lust 


The much-debated new imay be 


shock isn’t ty, it’s the p 


AFTER MONTHS оғ ke ting: Literal-minded, 
controvy у, direetor SHOWTIME humor ‚ and with 
28 В Lolita 

Adrian Lyne’s ne 39 еа 
million theatrical-film elothes-on sex, this 
version of Vladimir & — lita | like the 
Nabokov's novel Lolita re- | most expensive episode of 
s its first American the cable net’s Red Shor 


much rubbing-with- 


audience i Diaries ever ma 
it's a nasty, sad little 
turns out, is Jolita that Lyne has cooked 


could not be more fi up, a Lol that co ђе 


by Ken Tucker 


ore the morally self-right- 
u sexually spooked 


America of the late "0s. The 


story of pro ar Humbert 


I 
І 


Iumhert session with 
he bratty, tarty 14-year-old 
Jolores Haze—the dolorous 


ta-retaims, in the script 


ST REPELLENT Lolita's ho- 
Humbert Irons and nymphet Swain 


stephen Schiff, many of 
okov's scenes, a bit of 


his prose in t voice-over 


narration, but little of the 

Ire and tri 
tragicomedy that makes the 
1 novel endurin 
trancing. “ 


wr 
^ook Entitled Lolita,” but 
Lyne’ film hz very heavy 
Just 
Nymphets. 
Humbert is played by 
Jeremy Irons, who pos, 
the perfeet voice for 
7 Nabokov protagonist—ooh, 
that aristoct hauteur, that 
а murmur! But un 


аз 


0181л31 








LOLITA DIRECTOR LYNE 


fortunately, Irons’ Oscar- | 
ning portrayal of creepy Claus | 
von Biilow in Reversal of For- | 
tune will forever instantly 
typecast him as a регу in any 
movie role short of Indiana 
and he radiates dour | 
adence too quickly to dra- 
matize what the book ас | 
well: one man's slow Че: 
into a hell of s 
and black Humberland.” 
Irons’ costar, the Naboko- | 
vianly named Dominique 
Swain, 15 at the time of film- | 
Loli- 
in often 
rewder— 


more effe 
although Sw 
seems smarter—s 
than the &mütty-minded dini | 
dish Nabokov created as the 
ironic object of the cultivat- | 
ed Humbert's lust. Lyne’s | 
film is good at sketching in 
the plot: Humbert marries 
mother, Charlotte 
(a bland Melanie Griffith), to 


ing, 


Lo's 


be nearer the child. Char- 
lotte conveniently dies 
freeing our stiff stepdaddy 
to take his young charge 
оп a cross-count? aunt, 
tailed by another Lolita ad- 
mirer, the mysterious Clare 
Quilty (Frank Langella, 
ot in melodra- 

with thun- 


invariably 
matic darkne 
der rumbling) 
Make no mistak 

bokov knew that wh 

was writing would provoke 
people. As much as m 
Claney or Jackie Susann, he 
wanted a stormy best-seller, 
a profitmaker that would free 


| Kubrick’s 
| 
| with James Mason as Hum- 


him from teach- 
ing. “That my 
novel does 
tain various allu- 


con- 


a pervert is quite 

true,” he wrote. 

But he also as- 

sumed a reader- 

ship that could 

separate lucid, 

lubricious fiction 

from hoary, how-to nonfic- 

tion mething poor Lyne 

eannot. And so the director 

of energetic eroto-romps like 

9% W sand Fatal Attrac- 

tion goes all gauzy and pious 
on us. 

Comparisons with Stanley 

f Lolita— 


| bert and Peter 5 


Quilty far more prominent 
than Langella are in- 
evitable. But Ки n't 
any gutsier than Lyne: 
Nabokov biographer B 

Boyd reports that Kubrick 


| wanted “to end the film with 


Lolita and Humbert mar- 


| ried, and with an adult rela- 


mercifully short-l 

Broadway version of Lolita, 
I conelude that this story 
works only on the page, 
where the potential kiddie 
porn is limited to (or un- 
leashed by) one's imz 
tion, and where the re- 
deeming quality of the 
author's writing—since, for 


ina- 


hundreds of ‚ the novel 
1s about many things other 
than low lust—is allowed full 
rein. Nabokov wanted us to 
experience a demon Hum- 
bert in each of us; his Lolita 
is insinuating. Adrian Lyn 
by contr has given 
turgid story the slang-lov- 
ing, alliteration-admiring 

bokov might have called 


ta Lite. G 


ONTHEAIR 


The latest news from the TV beat by Joe Flint 


№ CHANCE OF A LIFETIME Comedy 
Central and MTV have counterpro- 
grammed broadcast rivals with out- 
there animated fare (Beavis and 
Butt-head, South Park), but can 
cablers compete with the nets on 
their own turf? Lifetime Television 
will find out next month when It pre- 
mieres Big Four-like fare Maggie (Ann 
Cusack), a sitcom about a wife and 


TOUSSAINT AND POTTS 


mother who falls for her veterinar- 


ian mentor; Oh Baby (Cynthia Stevenson, Joanna Gleason), a 
comedy about a single woman who decides to have a baby; 
and Any Day Now (Annie Potts, Lorraine Toussaint), a drama 
about two women—one white, one black—who grew up 
together in Birmingham, Ala., during the 1960s. 

While the shows look promising, it won't be easy. For starters, 
the net's chosen Tuesday—arguably this fall's most compet- 
Itive night (thanks in part to Fox's moving King of the Hill to 
8 p.m.)—as a launching pad for all three new entries. There 
are also greater financial risks; programming broadcast-qual- 
ity shows requires spending broadcast bucks—several hundred 
thousand dollars more per episode than the usual cable fare. 

But Lifetime president and CEO Doug McCormick is counting 
оп the increasingly conservative programming climate: “The 
broadcast networks have ceded so many time periods to news- 
magazines; they're keeping their risks down." Furthermore, 
unlike the Big Four, a mere mid-twos (1.е., 2.4 million viewers) 
rating equals cable success. Eat your heart out, NBC. 


W RESTORING ORDER Law & Order got a little too personal for 
exec producer Dick Wolf last season. Plotlines included Lennie 
Briscoe (Jerry Orbach) confronting his daughter’s death and 


Jamie Ross (Carey Lowell) 
locked in a custody battle. This 
season, Wolf vows a return to 
strictly cases. Why the shift in 
the first place? Wolf says many 
of the actors weren't under 
contract, and creating char- 
acter cliff-hangers allowed the 
show to survive if cast mem- 
bers chose not to return. In the 
end, only Lowell left. She'll be 
replaced Бу Baywatch Nights’ 
Angie Harm m" 


S 


HARMON 
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ATLANTA 
Rich’s 

Lenox Square 
Northpoint Mall 
Perimeter Mall 





BOSTON 
Filenes 
Downtown Boston 
Burlington Mall 
Natick Mall 

North Shore Mall 





Cl 30 
Carsons 
Evergreen 
Ford City 
Harlem-Irving 
State Street 
Yorktown 


DALLAS 
Foleys 
Collin Creek 
Valleyview 


DETROIT 
Hudson’s 


Oakland Mall 
Somerset Mall 


If you live in one of the cities listed above, you could receive 
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pass for two to a special opening night screening of 
It's your gift for trying on a Nautica Windjammer Watch at participating stores. 
Available starting 7/27/98 (while supplies last, no purchase necessary). 
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Foleys 
Memorial City 
Willowbrook 


LOS ANGELES 
Robinsons May 
Citicorp Plaza 

Del Amo 

West Covina 

West Los Angeles 


MIAMI 
Burdines 
Dadeland 
Pembroke Pines 
Westland 

NEW YORK 
Macy’s 
Herald Square 


WASHINGTON 
Hecht’s 

Fair Oaks Mall 
Montgomery Mall 
Tysons Corner 


a complimentary 


“The Avengers.” 








REMOTEPATROL 


Keeping a watch on TV by Bruce Fretts 


| much-loved Fox siteom Ba- | Very Special Episode—this 
kersfield P.D. The other new | sitcom is much too smart and 


NYPD recruits Little Ricky, NewsRadio’s 


got a Lovitz, and other fall-season face-lifts 


EAVE IT TO STEVEN | 
Bochco to make the 
riskiest casting choice 
of the year: pick- 
ing Rick Schroder— | 
Ricky to his fans 
from his preteen-idol days on 
Silver Spoons—to replace 
Jimmy Smits on NYPD Blue 
Bocheo knows how to gener- 
ate headlines (remember the 
storm of controversy over 
Blue's nudity?), and the ploy 
worked again. Schroder went 
from the where-are-they-now 





file to the front pages, and | 
Blue flew from is-that-show- | 


still-on to I-gotta-see-this sta- 
tus all over again. Admit it: 


You want to check out what | 


Little Ricky looks like all 
grown up (and butt naked). 
Schroder is the most sur- 


prising new actor joining an | 





old show, but he’s far from the 
only one. Another aging crime 
drama, Homicide: Life on the 


Street, is hoping that an infu- | 


sion of fresh blood will help 
ease the pain of losing the 


powerful Andre Braugher. 


| Giancarlo Esposito will join 


the cast as the long-estranged 

FBlI-agent son of Lieut. Al | 
Giardello (Yaphet Kotto). Es- | 
posito's best known for his | 
work in Spike Lee movies. | 


| Plus, he's got cop-show cred, | 


having played Ron Eldard's 


| partner in the short-lived but 


NEW KIDS ON THE 
BOX (Clockwise from 
top left) NYPD's Schro- 
der, Working's Mazar, 
NewsRadio’s Lovitz, 
ER's Martin, Homi- 
cide’s Esposito, 902105 
Leighton and Marcil 


addition to the Homicide 


| squad, Michael Michele, has 
| an iffier background—she was 
| a regular on Central Park 


West. But ГЇЇ reserve judg- 
ment until I see what this in- 
novative series has cooked up 


| for her (she'll play a beauty 


queen-turned-detective). 

The talented writers of 
NewsRadio are also facing a 
daunting challenge: how to 
deal with the death of star 
Phil Hartman, who'll be re- 
placed by his old SNL pal Jon 
Lovitz. Word is Hartman's 
character, Bill McNeal, will 
expire, but don't expect a 





cynical to slip into sentimen- 
tality. The question is, Will the 
histrionie Lovitz push the se- 
ries (which started to flirt 
with surrealism last season) 
from sublime to ridiculous? It 
would be a shame if a show 
this sharp became as silly as, 
say, 3rd Rock From the Sun. 

Two other NBC series, ER 
and Working, are adding famil- 
iar faces, but for very differ- 
ent reasons. After shelling out 
$13 million an episode for TV’s 
No. 1 drama, the Peacock 
wants to ensure 22% popular- 
ity. So the net chose an ac- 
tress with broad, middle-of- 








LOOKING FOR A 
LITTLE ACTION THIS 
SATURDAY NIGHT? 


the-road appeal, Kellie Martin | 
(Life Goes On), to play a new 
med student and help fill in for 
future movie star Maria Zi - 
Bello, who, sadly, split af- / ^ 
ter one season. Working, 1 
meanwhile, failed to find 
a personality—or an au- ^ 
dience—in its first season, so 
producers are hoping Debi | 
Mazar will provide both. Her 
office-set siteom, Temporarily 
Yours, bombed on CBS in 1997, 
but she costarred in NBC's 
May hit Witness to the Mob, 
50 the network's high on her. 
Finally, Beverly Hills 90210 
wants to prove it's not just for 
kids—especially now that it'll | 
face off with The WB's teen 
steamroller Dawson's Creek — 
50 the show's added two vix- 
ens with experience on more 
mature soaps, Melrose Places 


LIO TC] THE МЕБ: 


Marv Albert 


The “Yesss!” man will 
get a chance to take 
another bite out of 
Sports broadcasting 
now that the MSG 
network has given him 
his old job Баск. 
Laura Leighton (for a six- 
episode guest stint) and Gen- 
eral Hospital’s Vanessa Mar- 
cil (as a regular). With Jason MSG 


Priestley leaving this season, 


LOSER OF THE WEEK 


The sports net's 
rehiring of confessed 
back chomper 

Albert shows 
questionable taste. 


90210 needs more star power 
than nepotism poster girl Tori 
Spelling could ever muster. 





> > Talk about your favorite TV 
shows at www.ew.com < < 
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THE RATINGS 


FUNERAL AT FOX 


OX FILES, the fourth net’s 
foray into the newsmag 
fray, got off to an unex- 
pectedly rocky start; the much- 
hyped Diana episode (74th), fea- 


` turing exclusive interviews with 


the late princess’ brother and 
mother, didn’t command much 
of an audience, royal or other- 
wise. A more compatible lead-in 
might have helped: say, Ally Mc- 
Beal (44th) rather than World’s 
Wildest Police Videos (515%). 
Elsewhere on Thursday, Just Shoot Me (3rd) again built on 
Seinfeld’s (7th) audience, while part 4 of Stephen King’s 
The Stand (38th) became the first installment to dip below 
the top 30. CBS had miniseries woes too; part 1 of its encore 
presentation of Scarlett (49th) got a wake-up call from the 
Tracey Gold chiller Sleep, Baby, Sleep (19th). 


vias ast wane 
180 60 MINUTES CBS, Sunday, 7 p.m. 
159 DATELINE NBC NBC, Tuesday, topa т. 
153 JUST SHOOT ME (R) NBC, Thursday, 9:30 p.m. 
181 PRIMETIME LIVE ABC, Wednesday, 10 p.m. - 
129 48 HOURS (R) CBS, Monday, 10 p.m. ... 
128 FRASIER (R) NBC, Tuesday, 9 p.m. 
126 Ея (В) NBC, Thursday, 10 p.m 
126 SEINFELD (R) NEC, Thursday, 9 p.n. 
17 20/20 ABC, Friday, 10 p.m. 
112 FRIENDS (R) NBC, Thursday, Spm E 
112 ЗАО ROCK FROM THE SUN (R) NBC, Tuesday, 9: 20 рт m. 
108 LAW & ORDER NBC, Wednesday, 10 p.m. .. 
108 TOUCHED BY AN ANGEL (R) CBS, Sunday, 3 p.m... 
107 WALKER, TEXAS RANGER (R) CBS, Saturday, 10 p.m. 
101 DATELINE NBC NBC, Sunday, 8 p.m. 
100 JAG (R) CBS, Tuesday, 8 p.m. 4 
88 DIAGNOSIS MURDER (Я) CBS, Thursday, e» m. 
98 HOME IMPROVEMENT (R) АВС, Tue sday, 8 p.m. . 
87 EVERYBODY LOVES RAYMOND (В) CBS, Monday, 9 p.m. 
87 MOVIE: SLEEP, BABY, SLEEP (R) АВС, Sunday, 9 pm.. 
97 SUDDENLY SUSAN (R) NBC, Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 
95 DATELINE NBC NBC, Monday, 8 p.m 
35 48 HOURS CBS, Thursday, 10 p.m. Р 
93 THE DREW CAREY SHOW (Н) ABC, We saat 9 p.m. 42»: 
9.2 MOVIE: STEPHEN KING'S THE STAND, PART 2 (R) ABC, Monday, 9 р.т.- 


91 UNMASKED! EXPOSING THE SECRETS ОҒ DECEPTION (№) ..... 75е 
NBC, Saturday, 10 p.m. 


80 DHARMA & GREG (R) ABC, Wednesday, Я рт. - 
90 MOVIE: STEPHEN KING'S THE STAND, PART 3 (R) АВС, Тилайлу, 2 pan.— 
89 CYBILLCBS, Monday, 9:30 p... En { Ер. 


8.8 FRASIER (Я) NBC, Sunday, 9 p.m. * TES 
———————M 
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ROYAL PAIN Charles Spencer 
with Fox’s Catherine Crier 
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TWO NEW SERIES. 








THE NET 





AT 9РМ/8С. 


WHATtWATC 


A day-to-day guide to notable programs. Times are Eastern daylight and are subject to change. by Mike Flaherty 


| SEASON PREMIERE self; Kyle chases Aman- 
В-Әрм da, who's set to marry 
MELROSE PLACE (Fox, | Rory, while Sam and 
TV-14-LSV) Mom-to-be Jennifer vie for Billy. 


Taylor wants to kill her- Welcome back, kids! 


| 9-10P« 
ALLY MCBEAL (Fox, 
| TV-PG-D) Guest star 
Richard Kiley klcks in an 
| Emmy-caliber turn as 
| anagedartist trying to 


episode tells the (ahem) 
stomach-turning tale of 
an agoraphobic (!) 
woman who has a 303- 
pound tumer removed. 
Pass the popcorn! 


(above) err by handling their kitsch-laden subject 
with kid gloves. Need proof? Check the untapped 
yuks in tonight’s guest spots by Rip Taylor, Susan 
Anton, and Jack Jones: For crying out loud, there's 
enough cheese here for a Laughing Cow sampler 
plate, and all we get is a Ritz-size dollop. В- 


8-9pm wrest control of his es- 
STARRING BROOKE LANGTON IN SEARCH OF HIS- tate from his famlly. (R) 
ОҒ MELROSE PLACE TORY (History Channel, | 
They stole her name. TV-G) “Unsolved History | 9-10pm 
They deleted her identity. Week” surveys could-be RETRO WEEK (TLC, 
phenomena like the TV-G) Call it Shtick at | 
Now they want her body. Loch Ness Monster, the | Nite, as TLC's nostalgic Look Who's on The 
L3 9PM/8C lost city of Atlantis, and stunt pulls together | Gouch This Week 
+ 1 the Holy Grall. (Airs cast reunlons of The ШЕШ 
? ы through July 31.) | Andy Griffith Show, м 
à € Happy Days, Laverne & MICHAEL JE FOX 
№, i igs dic | CHARLIE ROSE Monday Samuel L. Jac 
" ETUR SI ҒАТ МЕНЕ DE dT MIT (Airs through July 3 Adrian Lyne Thursday Catherine Deneuy 
EN (PBS, TV-14-V) Hats off to writer-director-pro- thor Rick В, 
м. ducer Steve Talbot. Thirty years later, he’s waded 10-11ьм | 
"€ through '68's myriad scenes of Infamy—the RFK OZ (HBO, TV-MA) O'Reil- | DAVID LETTERMAN Monday Jenny Me 
and MLK assassinations, 1В.)/5 abdication (above), ly undergoes a lumpec- fk SE Verse NI A : 
^ the Tet offensive, and the turbulent Democratic tomy, Alvarez learns А6 ERI A kin; HE guess pi Менді 
DERE И EDEN TERRE who raped Glynn's Gary Sinise, musical guests Goo Goo Dolls 
E the tumult of that watershed year into a fresh, daughter, and Schil- | Wednesday Yasmine Bleeth, comedian David 
edifying, and utterly watchable hour. A linger and Mack make a | Brenner, m guests Barenaked Ladies 
“CHECK Locat LISTINGS murderous power play. Thursday Samuel L. Jac 
SINS OF | Smashing Pumpkins Friday . 
| 
THE CITY TUE SDAN | JAY LENO Monday Michael J. Fox, musical 
4 x (NEW NIGHT 10-11рм | guest LL Cool J Tuesday Dennis Quaid, musi- 
\ "eedem 8-8:ЗОрм REAL SPORTS WITH | eal guest Alan Jackson Wednesday Mus 
% GR. KING OF THE HILL BRYANT GUMBEL guests Cleopatra Thursday Isaac № 
\ When is it nota (Fox, TV-PG-L) The Hills | (HBO, TV-PG) Correspon- eur Б oe SENA 
sk sin for a priest to relocate to their "98-99 | dent Frank Deford looks 
f commit adultery? home with a beaut, as at attempts to rehabili- THE VIEW Monday Todd Oldham, musical guest 
\ Hank gets into hot tate the legacles of two Gloria Estefan Tuesday Steven Spielberg 
А X 10РМ/9С | water when һе mistak- of baseball's fallen idols: | Wednesday Lisa Rinna Thursday Natasha 
% | enly buys crack as Chicago "Black Sox" leg- Richardson нуы; Samuel L. Jackson 
\ | fishing bait. (R) end "Shoeless" Joe WE 1 X. SEN D 
r Jackson and Pete Rose. 
i SERIES DEBUT ROSIE O'DONNELL Monday Drew Barr; 
* x ^ 9-1Орм Tom Sizemore Tuesday Bob Barker, І, 
3 LN GUINNESS WORLD 10-11ғм Chabert, i ests Savage Garden (R) 
TN, RECORDS: PRIME- VIVA VARIETY: VIVA IN VEGAS SPECIAL (Com- Wednesday Mike Dot Rob musical 
“- TIME (Fox, TV-PG) Ве- еду Central, TV-PG) Why does Viva fall just short of sts Hanson (R) Thursday Hill Rodi 
“2 i. lleve It or not (oops, its brilliant promise? This edition holds a big clue: а rV ay 3 ee 
' Eod wrong show), but this Thomas Lennon, Kerri Kenney, and Michael Black Clinton, musical guest Faith Hill (R) Friday 


пе Alexander, musical guest Ro 


POLITICALLY INCORRECT Monday Ric! 


| Lewis, Dixie Cart Tuesday Edie McClurg 


Matt Drudge, Dee Dee Myers Wednesday 
Mariel Heming Thursday Robert Vaughn 
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ater, Roseanne's Sarah shlub fighting against hottle balancing a mot- Mulder is automatically worthy in my 


—Michele Romero current U.S. tour. Slutskaya. 
Chalke plays a high an America where ley trio of men. book. A- —Shawna Malcom 


Poseidon Adventure at Chess King. C 








= "№ = 9:30-10Рм AMERICA'S TEENAGERS: DIAGNOSIS MURDER | [aeri anmivensany—] 
[77] | RE prar alien ELLEN (ABC, TV-14) Guest GROWING UP ON TELE- (CBS, TV-PG-D) Our thoughts НЕЕ М Schooler paying the blacks are the ruling 
| X documentaries: “D-Day” and | star Emma Thompson (play- VISION (ABC, TV-PG-D) exactly, as this ep sports ONE LIFE TO LIVE Price for rape elite and whites the un- 
| md “Тһе Battle of the Bulge." (В) ing herself) unloads a cou- Sabrina's Melissa Joan cameos by Regis, Kathle Lee, ВЛ accusations against derclass—is either a 
| > и ple of julcy secrets on her Hart conjures up a ton of and Phyllis Diller. (В) diis e special clip- two popular football provocative allegory or 
| | new personal assistant. clips tracking TV's portray- ed hour features players. (R) a really bad joke. 
en Guess who? (R) al of America’s most тіѕип- stalwarts of the soap 
=. derstood demographic. like Robin Strasser, 9-10Рм 10-11рм 
"ug 10-10:30PM Erika Slezak, Phil MILLENNIUM (Fox, NASH BRIDGES (CBS, 
3 | SOUTH PARK (Comedy 9-9:30PM Carey, and James De- TV-14-SV) Shorn of the TV-14-LV) Penny Mar- 
= Central, TV-MA) The boys SEINFELD (NBC, TV-PG) Paiva reminiscing on impossibly high ex- shall makes a rare 
| 5 play dodgeball in China and Kramer "gets" gonorrhea, three decades of ba- Pectations created by prime-time appear- HALLOWEEN IN JULY 
| meet а nurse who gives the Jerry angles to hear hls thetic, bitchy, back- Fox back In October ance, guesting as a New 
| phrase with child a whole girlfriend’s “tractor story," stabbing fun. "96, the series’ grim York cop who joins 8:30-9pm 
| | new meaning. (В) Elaine discovers that Pud- debut episode actual- forces with her buddy R.L. STINE’S GHOSTS OF FEAR STREET 
! AtLWET — | dy's a man of God, and SWISH BLADE SISTERS 7-8PM ly holds up pretty well. | Nash to help catch a su- (ABC, TV-G) This rendering of the best- 
| ыла ды. | George learns the art of a HARD ROCK LIVE You might want to give permodel's stalker. (R) selling children's novels (in which an 
| | 8-105м showbiz exit. (В) 8:05-11:05pm (УНТ, TV-PG) R&B's the It another try. (R) author returns with his family to the 
| TERROR IN THE MALL (Fox) No, not the story of a Hanson 1998 GOODWILL GAMES order of the day, as 10:ЗОғм-12:05лм scene of his eerie books) should have 
| appearance run amok. Instead, rainstorms bust a dam 9-1Оғм (TBS) Michelle Kwan Boyz ІІ Men and Brian 9-11рм : SHE'S GOTTA HAVE IT no problem scaring up fans. It has the 
Ееее that holds the water that floods the mall that costar David FOX FILES (Fox) It's Ex- (above) takes to the ice McKnight take to the WHITE MAN'S BUR- | (Bravo, R) And we think chills kids crave, a conscientiousness 
| Soul (above) built, trapping him inside with a pop star, her ploit Prepubescent Girls with her U.S. teammates stage. DEN (USA Network, you know what “it” Is... Parents will applaud, and...Red But- 
manager, a hapless security guard, the sheriff's wife, and a Week when the nascent in the all-important TV-14-V) Depending on Spike Lee’s breakout tons (above left with Talia Balsam, 
| way-too-good-looking psycho played by Melrose Place's newsmag reports on an In- short program competing глог your perspective, the 1986 feature stars Tracy Cameron Finley, Christopher Rich, Vin- 
| Rob Estes. While watching them drown in hyper-earnest ternet kiddle-porn peddler against, among others, D AGAINST FEAR 1995 John Travolta Camilla Johns (whatev- cent Berry, and Alex Breckenridge). 
| soap opera acting, have fun counting the cinematic rip- and offers a peek back- the unfortunately named (NBC, TV-14) Tonight on vehicle—in which he er happened to her, Besides, any show with an invisible dog 
| offs, from Titanic to Silence of the Lambs. But really, it's The stage at the Splce Glris" Визз!ап ice queen Irina | Blame the Victim The- plays a blue-collar anyway?) as a Brooklyn named Spooky and a kid nicknamed 





| Choice Reruns 








| | 7-8рм | thenet's first-everfea- | 9-11рм 
| DISNEY'S YOUNG ture debut) makes this FIRE DOWN BELOW | а o 
| MUSICIANS SYM- premlere a must-see (HBO, R) Feel your face NGLOPHII 
| PHONY ORCHESTRA | for Caped Crusader turn as green as Steven two of television's most in 
(Disney Channel, TV-G) enthusiasts. Seagal's politics when he al audiences, And that's good 
|| " Kids play the darndest plays a guitar-strumming for AGE AS iU setelat | 
|| things: Bernadette Pe- Р EE environmentalist after a Dews ior ешш АЗ 1 Sets АП ПЕЧ 
| | ters hosts as 85 prodi- - 0 bunch of Earth-raping tomizing its Mysteries to Die For 
| i ious preteens salute С baddies in the 1997 film. (weeknights, 10-11 p.m.) franchise by alloeat- 
n g | 1 ) 
|| classic Hollywood film я -- ing a prime-time slot to each of its case-crack- 
| 5, % 4 [ —_ SERIES DE DEBUT : 2 S S 3 
| | scones from Chicago's 1 - ing masterminds. To wit, Monday through 
| Й Ravinia Festival. 2% 11-11:30Рм Thursday will spotlight, respe: David 
|| “ы ; RUDE AWAKENING hursday will spotlight, respe у, Паук 
|| 8-Эрм (Showtime, TV-MA) The | Suchet’s Hercule Poirot, John Thaw's Inspec- 
| f IN FOCUS (ESPN Clas- ) sitcom stars Sherilyn tor Morse, Jeremy Brett's Sherlock Holmes, 
j itv i П Іс Sports) "Howard Fennasaslatternlysouse | and Joan Hickson's Miss Marple, Avid viewer 
| ' daily news...celebrity interviews... 2 5 ан 
у y Cosell erue looks ЕЕ forced одо ганды interest? Well, that's, um, elementary. 
к r i 1 i i back at the sports- = 
` polls and quizzes...interactive movie ratings... жы бе SNINA 






THE MIGHTY HERCULE David Suchet's Poirot 






















1 i raneity and erudition 10-11Рм 
| entertainment web guide...and much more. put И а in color LINC'S (Showtime, TV-MA) Former X-Filer Steven 
commentary. Williams (above right) stars as the owner of a D.C. 
bar whose clientele includes everyone from a 
8-10PM cabbie (Oz's Adewale Akinnuoye-Agbaje) to a 
+ BATMAN: MASK OF high-powered lobbyist (Pam Grier, left). Cowrit- 
ў THE PHANTASM (Car- ten Бу Tim Reid and directed by Debbie Allen, 
toon Network, TV-Y7-FV) Linc's boasts an impressive ensemble, but it's so 
you r ‘dai ly PORA of ente rtai n ment 4 The first feature-length busy addressing issues (gays in the military, the 
ж? version of Batman: Тһе tobacco bill) that it often forgets to be funny. 
Entertain ment Online — bns Animated Serles (and Which is a problem for a comedy. B- —ВЕ 








SUNDAY 


NOON-1:45PM 

THE ABOMINABLE DR. 
PHIBES (Cinemax, PG) The | 
considerable charms of Vin- | 
cont Price are on display in | 
the 1971 film about a scientist 
who devises a series of horrif- 
ic, hilarious murders to | 
avenge the death of his wife. | 


6-8PM 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC'S 
EXPLORER: OFF THE MAP 
WITH BOYD MATSON (TBS) 
The Explorer host gets his 

15 minutes (literally) when 
his globe-trotting, some- 
times death-defying exploits 
are celebrated as the series 
looks back on its first 

100 episodes. 


7-Эрм 

SWEET DECEPTION (Family 
Channel, TV-PG) The TV movie 
stars Joanna Pacula as a 
woman convicted of her hus- 
band's murder. But with a 
costarring crew featuring | 
Jack Scalia, Kate Jackson, and 
Joan Collins, you just know it's 
gotta be a bum rap. 


8-8:ЗОрм 

THE SIMPSONS (Fox, TV-PG) 
Steve Martin and U2 guest- 
star when Homer finally 
pursues a job he's ideally 
qualifled for: sanitation 
commissioner. (R) 


8-1Орм 


8-9PM 

GARY BUSEY: THE E! TRUE 
HOLLYWOOD STORY (E!, 
TV-PG) This guy needs an E! 
profile like a hole in the head. 
But seriously, he’s endured 
cancer, cocaine addiction, a 
life-threatening motorcycle 
accident, and friendships 
with Cheech Marin and Willie 
Nelson. Sheesh, when did he 
find time to act? 


| 8-Эрм 
| TIGER NEXT DOOR (Discov- 


ery Channel, TV-G) Sure, it's 
an informative look at the 


plight of a Bengal tigress 

| and her cubs set against 
India's ever-changing politi- 

| cal climate. But would you 
care if Mommy and her 

| bables weren't so gosh- 

| darned cute? 


| 8-Эрм 


A MATTER OF NATIONAL 
SECURITY (Discovery 
Channel, TV-G) As strange 
Cold War bedfellowing goes, 
it doesn't get any better 
than the Jennifer Project, 
an alliance between Richard 
Nixon, the CIA, and Howard 


| Hughes. The documentary 


revisits the endeavor, 


| wherein those dubious, de- 


vious entities joined forces 
to raise a sunken Soviet sub 


from the floor of the Pacific. 


BIOGRAPHY (A&E, TV-G) Some might complain that, like 
his last couple films, this special installment on the life 
and times of Steven Splelberg (above) Is a tad longer than 


need be. Not us, of course. 


Kids Sound Off With 
Music From The Movies! 


PG) Lisa (with a little help 
from deep-thinking guest 
star Stephen Jay Gould) 
defends a Springfield 
meadow-cum-archaeologi- 
cal site slated to become 

a mega-mall. (R) 


9-11рм 

COLUMBO GOES TO COL- 
LEGE (Family Channel, TV- 
PG) Robert Culp guest-stars 
when the esteemed detec- 
tive, a little long in the tooth 
but no less sharp іп the 
mind, dogs two students 
who've offed their professor. 





LE 
ж 
ж Join 85 kids from 
across the country for 
9-11ғм % , 
WAR AND CIVILIZATION (TLC) At first, W&C’s two opening D L sn ey S 
installments seem perversely weighted toward the former е e 
and pretty scant on the latter, until thelr esteemed narrator, Yo ung Mus [| с БИЕ 
Walter Cronkite (above), intones, “Тһе history of empires is No 
written in blood." Suddenly, the connection between cultural à Sym phon y Orchestra. 
preeminence and the resources, land, and power needed to 
support it becomes all too clear, a geopolitical reality that’s H H 
as valid т present-day Washington, D.C., as it was in ancient Enjoy music from 
Athens. “First Blood” relates the evolution of warfare from 3 li k " 
provincial border skirmishes to city-state conquest (via the movies like Raiders of the 
story of Alexander the Great), while “Empires and Armies” ж 
traces the development of armor, technology, and logistics in Lost Ark, Apollo 18, 
buttressing the mighty twin peaks of antiquity, Rome and 
China. (Airs through August 5.) В+ The Lion King, Mulan 
1 
BPM-MIDNIGHT 9-10Рм апа тоте: 
STARRING MEL GIBSON THE X-FILES (Fox, TV-14-LV) 
(Cinemax, PG, R) The double An admittedly mediocre out- . е 
| feature presents Forever ing from the "97-98 season, hd 
Young (1992), as Mel plays a “Schizogeny” nevertheless 
cryogenically frozen man offers an interesting murder є... 
| who thaws out then hooks up angle (apparently, killer trees * . 
with Jamie Lee Curtis, and are responsible) and a curi- World Premiere 
1989's Lethal Weapon 2. ous Psycho reference. (R) August І at 7 р /6с 
8:30-9Рм 9-11рм “ 
THE SIMPSONS (Fox, TV- THE SURROGATE (ABC, TV-PG) x ” 


7 
Alyssa Milano agrees to bea 


uterus-for-hire for a repro- 
ductively stymied couple 
(Connie Sellecca and David 
Dukes)—until some unearthed 
secrets convince her this is 
one family line she'd rather 
not perpetuate. (R) 





9-10:30Ppm* 

REBECCA (PBS, TV-PG) Di- 
ana Rigg snagged an Emmy 
for her part in the adapta- 
tion of Daphne du Maurier's 
eerie novel. See why. (R; con- 


cludes Aug. 3.) 


_ Hosted By 
Bernadette Peters 
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| Join the Club 


Inspired by Oprah Winfrey's on-air book group, countless readers have. 
started their own. Here's a look at some of the literary finds that have 
gotten a well-deserved boost from the trend. by Lisa Schwarzbaum 


THE PHOTOGRAPH THAT | Be enriched by reading!” 


accompanied a major 1997 
magazine profile of Oprah 
Winfrey posed America’s 
most influential bookseller in 
а majestic prep-school library. 
She's seated in a caramel-col- 
ored leather club chair, ele- 
gant in a long crimson dress. 
Two lustrously furry dogs 
lounge obediently at hand. 
Oprah props a tome in her lap, 
a fine volume with a spine 
stamped in gold. It’s an invit 
ing, classical portrait, one 


that fairly sings out, “Come! 


It’s also like no pose known | 


on earth, not to the thousands 
of reading groups that have 
taken on new cultural ca- 


| chet—and marketplace buy- 


ing power—since Winfrey be- 


| gan Oprah's Book Club in 1996 | 


(see story on page 67). For the 
rest of us, jeans, sweatpants, 
or wilted end-of-the-workday 


wardrobes are more in vogue. 
Participants sprawl on living | 


room floors. And moderate- 
budget portable paperbacks 
are the preferred format 


There is one way, though, in 
which book-club reality is as 
high-toned as Oprah's glam- 


our shot: Unusually good | 


books are being chosen—even 


without celebrity endorse- | 
ment—and promoted onto the | 
best-seller list by reader-to- | 


reader word of mouth, much 
of it within book groups that 
have historically gone for sub- 
stance over a У.С. Andrews 
byline. Arundhati Roy's The 


God of Small Things (Harper- | 


Perenmal, $13), for instance, 
a densely constructed family 


ENTERTA 





N 


drama set in India, requires 
concentration to enjoy Roy's 
free-ranging poetie voice; 
this week, with no TV-star 
backing, it's at No. 4 on the 
Publishers Weekly chart. Di- 
vine Secrets of the Ya-Ya 
Sisterhood, by Rebecca Wells 
(HarperPerennial, $13.50), a 


| springy, good ’ol Louisiana 


girls romp with a Fried Green 
Tomatoes feel, bounced to the 
top of the charts seemingly 
out of nowhere, propelled en- 
tirely by grassroots endorse- 
ment. So popular is Frances 
Mayes’ Under the Tuscan Sun 
(Broadway, $13), a sensuous 
Italian travelogue from a San 
Francisco poet (more М.Е.К. 
Fisher piquant than Peter 
Mayle droll), that the nonfic- 
tion account is making its way 
into book clubs that generally 
limit their selections to fiction. 

Naturally, all this buying 


MENT WEEKLY 
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NEW inPaperback 
Sex on the Brain Deborah 
Bium (Penguin, $13.95, first 
published іп 1997) Intelligent 
and well-reported 
examination of the 
biological differences 
between women and men— 
and how this relates to 
everything from monogamy 
to map reading. 


ADry Spell Susie Moloney 
(Island, $6.99, 1997) |n this 
compelling read, a 
legendary rainmaker helps 
a withered North Dakota 
farming community—and 
a female banker—get 
through their respective 
droughts. 


Promiscuities Naomi Wolf 
(Fawcett, $15.95, 1997) 
Narrow perspective on the 
formation of female sexual 
identity; worthwhile for the 
evocative first-person 
storytelling. 


Dining by Rail James D. 
Porterfield (St. Martin's 
Griffin, $17.95, 1993) Mouth- 
watering social history of 
railroad cuisine, complete 
with recipes. 


power is not lost on publish- 
ers, many of whom now tar- 
get selected paperback titles 
as club fodder and bind read- 
ing guides between the cov- 
ers. Ballantine is developing 
videos of authors diseussing 
their work (for gatherings of 
readers who apparently can't 
get enough of the romance of 
writers sitting at their com- 





puter keyboard, procrastinat- 
ing). Vintage—particularly 
adept at the game—publishes 
free reading-group guides, 
available in bookstores, and 
posts elub-oriented news and 
information on its website. 
Bookstores themselves are 
producing support materials 
and serving as matehmakers: 
For any straggler looking to 
join the party, places like Bor- 
ders will assemble groups of 
like-minded strangers, run 
discussions, and provide fold- 
ing chairs. 

And for the truly clueless, a 
handful of new paperback ti- 
tles describe how to start, run, 
and feed a local-chapter liter- 
ary salon: In The Reading 
Group Handbook (Hyperion, 
$11.95), for example, Rachel 
W. Jacobsohn (president of 
the heretofore little known 
Association of Book Group 
Readers and Leaders) ex- 
plains that “food at meetings 
is a worthy addition.” Jacob- 
sohn heartily endorses pop- 
corn, cheese, crackers, and 
licorice—but not, I would 
hope, while reading Under the 
Tuscan Sun. 

In The Book Group Book, 
by Ellen Slezak (Chicago 
Review Press, $12), a useful, 
no-nonsense anthology of 
personal experiences from 
actual book-group partici- 
pants, contributors talk 
about what makes a good 
discussion leader (or a bad 
one), why groups stay to- 
gether (or fall apart), and 
why there are so many few- 
er men than women engaged 
in this worthy 1990s expres- 
sion of the human desire for 


| community. (Why? Why ask 


why? One man suggests it'll 
be a great day when males 
can weep like females while 
reading The Лоу Luck Club.) 

А big chunk of Slezak's 
book consists of suggested 
reading lists, organized for 





every interest from African- 
American writers (try Bebe 


| Moore Campbell's Your Blues 


Ain't Like Mine) to capital 
management and corporate 
culture (i.e., Al Neuharth's 
Confessions of an S.O.B.) 
There is one category miss- 
ing, though: junk. In other 
words, airplane books. Sex- 


BETWEENELINES 


The inside scoop on the book world 


and-shopping fairy tales. 
Macho techno-fantasies. To- 
day’s paperback best-seller 
lists suggest that when it 
comes to the book-clubbing of 
America, there’s taste in 
numbers. And that Oprah has 
every right to sit on her elub- 
chair throne, beaming. ш (Re- 
porting by Clarissa Cruz) 





FAST LEARNER Nineteen-year-old Molly Jong-Fast, daugh- 
ter of Erica Jong and sci-fi novelist Jonathan Fast (and grand- 
daughter of Spartacus author Howard Fast), has sold her 
first novel to Villard for a low-six-figure sum on the basis of 
just two chapters and an outline. “My mother said to me, 
‘Write what you know,’” says Jong-Fast, a transfer student 
at New York University, and apparently she has: The tenta- 
tively titled Girl is about an “overprivileged young woman in 


McINERNEY 


a famous family.” Look for It in 
spring 2000, when Jong-Fast will 
be barely legal. 


E BACK IN FASHION A decade 
after they established literary 
reputations by chronicling glitz, 
materialism, and urban ennui, 
both Jay McInerney and Bret 
Easton Ellis have turned to... 
chronicling glitz, materialism, 
and urban ennui. The New York 
fashion world will be the back- 
drop for both Мсіпегпеу”5 Model 
Behavior (coming from Knopf in 
September) and Ellis’ Glam- 
orama (due from Knopf in Jan- 
uary). "It seems essentially to 
me a coincidence that doesn't 
have any significance," insists 
Gary Fisketjon, the editor for 
both authors, who also share an 
agent—and a friendship. Speak- 
ing of significance, McInerney 
may have burned at least one 
runway with this particular 


fiction. Model's hero is a celebrity journalist who deplores 
the "high-sheen magazines" for which he toils. Brings to 
mind that Julia Roberts interview he did a few years ago for 
the rag-trade glossy Harper's Bazaar. —Alexandra Jacobs 


and Matthew Flamm 


A SAMPLING ОҒ UNUSUAL BOOK CLUBS 


HEDDING ITS STODGY IMAGE as a pastime for bookworms with 
too much time on their hands, the book club Is suddenly sexy. There 
are roughly 500,000 book clubs in the United States—nearly double 
the number in 1994—estimates Rachel Jacobsohn, author of The 
Reading Group Handbook, and there seems to be a group for virtu- 
ally every possible interest, from self-help to science fiction. Here 
are a few that caught our attention: 


@ At MOSTLY, WE EAT, a 12-person 
group based in northwest New Jersey, 
members partake in sumptuous 
repasts that are loosely inspired by 
the books they’re discussing, says 
member Mary Bolster, a magazine edi- 
tor. For Martha McPhee's hippie- 
themed novel Bright Angel Time, par- 
ticipants nibbled on dishes containing 
mushrooms; for Michael Dorris’ A Yel- 
low Raft in Blue Water (which features 
a multiethnic protagonist), the group 
feasted on “fusion foods” such as 
maize fritters with spicy tartar sauce. 
“Flavor always wins out over au- 
thenticity—we’re very aptly named,” 
says Bolster. 





Ш SECOND FOUNDATION members in Min- 
neapolis analyze their favorite sci-fi 
authors and meet their heroes at local 
conventions. “Science-fiction fandom 
tends to be made up of social outcasts— 
people who were not popular in high 

school,” says founder Eric Heideman, a 

sci-fi columnist for the Minneapolis Star 

Tribune. “[Our members] tend to be 

tolerant because they know what it feels 

like to be excluded.” But not too toler- 
ant. During a heated discussion about 
military sclencé fiction, one former 
member asked Heideman, “Suppose 

І was to cross the room and start 

pounding you?" 

Ш Female convicts are sentenced" 
to a book group instead of jail at 
CHANGING LIVES THROUGH LITERATURE 

in Lowell, Mass. he women, caught in a 

cycle of crimes such as credit-card 

theft or prostitution, are “intro- 


T duced to another way of thinkIng," says 


group facilitator and professor Jean 
Trounstine. “Their way of seeing the 


| world is insightful in a different way." 


Sure is. One member's former plmp 
attended the program's graduation 
ceremony. 

Ш Participants discuss books that 
"tend to affect social and political 
ideas," says cofounder David Wellen- 
brock of the Stockton, Calif., group 
devoted to weighty tomes. With a 
reading list that boasts such titles as 
The Federalist Papers and Foundations 
of Jurisprudence, this club isn't for the 


| feebleminded—its members include a 


district attorney, doctor, college pro- 
fessor, and state senator. Downside? 


| "With these people...nobody has enough 


airtime.” —CC 
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Nonfiction 
ІН SEARCH OF DONNA REED Jay Fultz 


( University of Iowa Press, $25.95) 
In this earnest һаріо) 
self-confessed Reed fan “since my 
pimply adolescence,” the author 
perfunctorily traces the path of this 
ambitious “cornfed beauty” from 
Towa to Hollywood—her three 
marriages, various career snubs, 
and death from pancreatic cancer 
two weeks before her 65th birth- 
day. Though she won an Oscar for 
From Here to Eternity and a Gold- 
en Globe for her eponymous TV 
show (almost titled Аш Gee, 
Reed always felt like a 
Hollywood citizen and was often 
treated as such (she was fired 
from Dallas with two years left on 
her contract). Fultz concludes that 
“having come all this distance, I 
still can't explain her hold on my 
lost youth..maybe now I have 
some land of hold on Aer. My own 
Donna Reed." Time to get a life, 
Mr. Fultz. G+ —Carmela Ститаги 


GI JOE: THE COMPLETE STORY OF 
AMERICA’S FAVORITE MAN OF ACTION 
John Michlig (Chronicle, $29.95) 
Appearing in 1964 at the height of 
the Barhie era and routed, 13 yea 
later, by platoons of Star Wars fie. 
urines, GI Joe was a toy both of and 
in spite of its times. Despite indus- 
try wisdom that “a boy will never 
play with a doll,” the “action figure" 
Hasbro insisted it be called) was 
а massive success right out of the 
gate. Later, when Vietnam soured 
combat-toy sales (and this reviewer 
and his little chums were putting 
Joe on trial for war crimes), the 





company cannily repositioned its 
plastic-molded hero as an “adven- 
turer" While Michlig's text c 

vulges more about Hasbro inter- 
office politics than you really need 
to know, this beautifully designed 
coffee-table tome is as much a 
fetish object as the original 19 

Deep Sea Diver Joe. В —7) Burr 


THE 50 GREATEST JEWISH MOVIES: A 
CRITIC'S RANKING OF THE VERY BEST 
Kathryn Bernheimer (Birch Lane, 
$21.95) Boulder, Colo., film critic 
Bernheimer sets out her criteria for 
a Jewish movie at the beginning— 
“а film that examines an aspect of 
the Jewish experience and features 
at least one clearly defined Jewish 
central character"—but seems un- 
able to find 50 of those that are also 

isputably high quality. Some 
of her choices are beyond reproach 
(Schindler’s List), some are un- 
known gems (The Outside Chance 
of Maximilian Glick), but in some 
entries—like Yent/—Bernheimer 
admits that she's willing to com- 


promise quality in order to em- | 


phasi hnicity. What's more, 


she underestimates her presum- | 


ably Jewish audience by 
films that may be too ur 
imple, she excludes the 
Grand Illusion because it 
features sympathetie German char- 
acters. As one notable Jew once 
: "No servant can serve two 
masters.” C+ 


TWITCH AND SHOUT: A TOURETTER’S 
TALE Lowell Handler (Dutton, $23.95) 
The first memoir by someone with 
Tourette's syndrome, Twitch and 
Shout unma: a neurobiological 


—Caren Weiner | 





COACH CLASS Yent/'s Barbra Streisand and is Irving make а Critic's cut 


disorder racterized by tics, jer! 

movements, and the involuntary 
shouting of taboo thoughts. Han- 
dler, who narrated the acclaimed 
1995 documentary Twitch and 
Shout, describ his diagnosis 
(“Would I become some kind of vil- 
lage idiot. and his evolution into 
а Tourette's syndrome activist. He 
meets neurologist Oliver Sacks and 
Touretters of all stripes, from twins 


who compulsively yell "Get it out | 


forever!" (meaning Tourette’s) toa 
Zulu healer whose culture holds 
the disease sacred. It's a mind-bend- 
ing account of a mind-boggling 
affliction. B+ —Margot Mifflin 


Fiction 


LUCKY BASTARD Charles McCarry | 


(Random House, $24.95) Readers | 


who haven't yet had there fill of. 





ual shenanigans in the political are- 


| na can sink their teeth into this 


blackly comic pseudo-thriller about 
the meteorie rise and fall of an 
amoral but irresistible politico who 
fancies himself the love child of 
JFK. John Fitzgerald Adams, a.k.a. 
Vaseline Jack, suffers from a dan- 
gerous case of "Don Juan psy- 
chosis”; he is also the willing puppet 
of an insidious "supernumerar 

tionality" that hopes his charisma 
will enable it to take over the world. 
McCarry’s plot gets gnarly, but 
his cool, detached satire is nicely 
rendered. B+ —Charles Winecoff 


FINAL VINYL DAYS AND OTHER STO- 
RIES Jill McCorkle (Algonquin, 
$18.95) Southern eccentrics and 
nostalgic baby boomers mingle in 
this offbeat but sometimes cutesy 
story collection. From “Your Hus- 
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ue Henry won the Macavity and Anthony Awards, two of the mystery field's highest h 
her first novel featuring Alaska "musher" Jessie Arnold. But in DEADFALL, the new hardeov е 
ЖЕ series, Jessie gets some attention she definitely doesn't want. Somebody is stalking her, leavin 
threatening messages and notes, even causing an auto accident. Now, recuperating on 2 
x а peaceful island with her favorite lead dog, Jessie suspects that she's not alone. Know 
what? She's right. 


The ting of authenticity has always sounded loudly in the novels of Richard 

at Herman, an Air Force veteran and former combat fighter pilot who knows how to bring 

у military tension to realistic life. His new hardcover AGAINST ALL ENEMIES takes this 
ability one step farther, as Mr. Herman's hero defends a fellow soldier in a nail-biting 
court-martial with international implications. As in A Few Good Men, we discover the 


hip few Aa 


true breadth of a man's honor only when that honor is soundly challenged. 


MARKETING PLOY 
OF THE WEEK 


* Top Secret’ 
It came wrapped ina 
brown paper bag, with 
the words Top Secret 
emblazoned оп a hot 
pink sticker. Was it illicit? 
Pornographic? Vulgar? 
We should be so lucky. 
Inside was Top Secret 
Recipes Lite! featuring 
reduced-fat versions of 
fast food like Big Macs. 
That's а secret we'd 
rather not know. 


band Is Cheating on Us" (in which 


uneral! 


RSVP" (іп which a woman explains | 
that she "throws funerals" (оға | 


living), the irreverence doled out 
in these pages seems a bit forced. 


MeCorkle is more convincing when | 
ibtler scenarios, like | 


she баскі 
that of a pregnant woman trying 
desperately to quit smokin; a 


daughter who suddenly frees her- | 


self from her controlling mother's 


negative influence. If you date | 


THE BROWSER 


Opening line 





your final vinyl days by the demise 
of Jackson Browne, the Eagles, 
and Billy Joel, this platter's for 
you. B —MM 


QUITE A YEAR FOR PLUMS Bailey 
White (Knopf, $22) In this home- 
spun first novel about a small town 
in Georgia, White (an NPR com- 
mentator and author) has assem- 
bled a quirky cast: Roger, a plant 
pathologist who specializes in pea- 
nuts; Ethel, Roger's ex-wife, who 
spits men out like watermelon 
seeds, Gawain, a forester obsessed 
with fire; and Jim Wade, an electric- 
fan aficionado, to name a few. These 
characters don't do a lot, at least as 

s narrative action goes. Still, it’s 
easy to get absorbed in their lives— 
80 easy, in fact, that it’s not until 
the end of the book that you real- 
ize the weirdest thing about them: 
They don't fight. Their small town 
is a place almost entirely free of 
conflict. And that, appealing though 
it may be, is far too nutty to be be- 
lieved. B —Vanessa V. Friedman 


THE JOB Douglas Kennedy (Hyperi- 
оп, $23.95) If you were desper- 
ate—deep in debt, marriage on the 
skids, out of a job (and, even worse, 
blackballed in your industry)—how 
far would you go for employment? 


| Such is the premise of this “corpo- 


rate thriller” about the repercus- 
sions of merger mania and down- 


| sizing. Ned Allen, the annoyingly 


Jocular and condescending narrator, 
finds himself in the above situation 
and turns a very blind eye indeed 
when an old c ate offers him a 
job running a private-equity fund 
for an ex-sports star-turned-self- 
improvement guru 
black-and-white с 

unbelievable plot twi 

а blender-made book: Take 7 
Firm, throw in some Liar 

er, and i pure c 

> > More NES in EW Special 
Editionat www.ew.com < < 


from recently published books 


“The approach to Northampton put samantha Flint in 
mind of every other American mill town: pool halls and tire 
yards, laundromats abandoned by day, brown bags disguising 
empties left on the asphalt, Eagles, Kiwanis, and Lions, a 
burger-and-shake joint with rusted muscle cars revving in 
the parking lot, a defunct bowling alley.” From WILTON 
BARNHARDT's new novel, Show World (St. Martin's, $24.95) 


“Emily’s hamster committed suicide rignt before 


her eyes.” From JON KATZ's latest mystery, Death Row 


(Doubleday, $21.95) 


BEST-SELLERS 


OR SIX WEEKS, the McCourt memoirs. 
have been duking it out. Detractors 
say Malachy is piggybacking on Frank's 
fame; the younger brother does give 
props to the elder in his acknowledgmei ts 
“for opening the golden door.” (And let's not. | 
forget his “Intrepid agent, no stranger to Mi- | 
das," who landed him the $600,000 Ex deal) ) 


five pressruns, while the Pulitzer paco 
Ashes has piled up 2:15 million Tur un print 


1 - POINT GF ORIGIN Patricia Cornwell, Putnam, $25.95 

2 I KNOW THIS MUCH IS TRUE Wally Lamb, Regan Books, $27.50 

3 BRIDGET JONES'S DIARY Helen Fielding, Viking, $22.05 . . 

4 SUMMER SISTERS Judy Blume, Delacorte, $21. 

5 A WIDOW FOR ONE YEAR John Irving, Random v dero 95. 

8 THEKLONE AND! Danielle Steel, Delacorte, $17.95 .... 

7 MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE Nicholas Sparks, Warner, $20 .. 

8 THE LAST FULL MEASURE Jeff Shaara, Ballantine, $25.95 

9 UNSPEAKABLE Sandra Brown, Warner, $25 1 
10 LOW COUNTRY Anne Rivers Siddons, HarperCollins, $25 .. 


1 SUGAR BUSTERS! Н. Leighton Steward, Morrison C. Bethea, M. 
Sam S. Andrews, M.D., and Luis А. Balart, а 


MARS AND VENUS STARTING OVER . 
John Gray, Ph.D., HarperCollins, $25 


TUESDAYS WITH MORRIE Mitch Albom, Doubleday, $19.05. 
THE 9 STEPS TO FINANCIAL FREEDOM Suze Orman, Crown, $23 
A MONK SWIMMING Malachy McCourt, Hyperion, $29.95 
ANGELA'S ASHES Frank McCourt, Seribner, $44 


MARILU HENNER'S TOTAL HEALTH MAKEOVER 
Marilu Henner with Laura Morton, Regan 


A WALK IN THE WOODS Bill Bryson, Broadway, $25 


THE MILLIONAIRE NEXT DOOR 
‘Thomas J. Stanley and William D. Danko, Longstreet; r^ 


TRADE PAPERBACKS 


1 DIVINE SECRETS OF THE YA-YA SISTERHOOD: 
Rebecca Wells, HarperPerennial, $13 70 


DON'T SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF Dr. Richard Carlson, Hyperion, $10.05 . 66 


THE BEANIE BABY HANDBOOK | . Ух 
Les and Sue Fox, West Highland Publishing, ‘36.9% 


THE GOD OF SMALL THINGS Arundhati Roy, HarperPerwnnial, 817 


CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE TEENAGE SOUL J Canfield, М.У, Hansen, 
and К. Kirberger, Health Communications, $12.95 


INTO THE WILD Jon Krakauer, Dowhleday/Anchor, $12.95 
CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE PET LOVER'S SOUL J, Canfield. M. V. Hansen, . 
М, Becker, and С. Kline Health Communications, 812.95 
UNDER THE TUSCAN SUN Frances Mayes, Broaduty, $13. ,.. 
BREATH, EYES, MEMORY Edwidge Danticat, Vintage, #11 
8 WEEKS TO OPTIMUM HEALTH... ,. 
Andrew Weil, M.D., Faircett Colum іне, 313 
——_ ŘŘĖŮ 


SOURCE: PUBLISHERS WEEKLY. 
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forged an airy, dance- 
able (if not entirely 
distinctive) sound that’s 
both suburban smooth 
and urban hard. If a 
Southern breeze could 
be translated into mu- 










their CDs. 





Artist usage 








sie, it would sound 
like one of Dupri’s 
productions. 
Apparently, that 
Jermaine " г Зе 
Dupri list of hits isn't 
Presents satisfying enough. 
Life in 1472 т 5 
(Тһе Dupri wants his 


Original name on the front, 
ЫН not back, of CD 
50 SO DEF/ 
COLUMBIA covers—hence the 


first album re- 


Jermaine 
Dupri 


leased under his own 
name, Jermaine Dupri 
Presents Life in 1472 
(The Original Sound- 
track). To show off his 
Rolodex and perhaps 
bolster his own rapping, 
Dupri has recruited a 





who's who of contem- 
porary R&B: Singing 
rapping, or cavorting 
throughout the album 
ar у, 
Lil' Kim, D Nas, 
and his So So Def pro- 
tégées Xscape, among 
others. То hell with the 
Puffy comparisons: 
With friends like these, 
who needs samples? 
Dupri doesn't—not to 
the extent that Combs 
anyway—and he proves 
it on Life in 1422. The album 
is harder and tauter—more 
street—than his past hits, 
but it retains Dupri's Gulf 
5 Pumped 
along by bass lines, percus 
y David Browne sion, and the occasional jab of 


musical color, tracks like 





label owners—call it the | the background. On the hits “Money Ain't a Thang 
Ul Puffyization of pop. The lat he's produced and often | (which skillfully intertwines 


est insider with eross-polli written for Usher, Mariah | Dupri's and Jay voices) 






Amazon. com -1998 


nation dreams is Atlanta wey, TLC, Da Brat, and а | and the swaying P: 





roducer and Зо Зо Def label of others, Dupri Continués (Video Version) 


CEO Jermaine Dupri. For x ure spare and yet don't 


Nothing stands between you and your music at Amazon.com. Ten times more CDs than the BOOKS, Music а mone a= aa 3 x st of the decade, Dupri POOL FOR LOVE More Jermaineas lose their dyn: 


typical music store. Everyday savings of up to 40%. Imports, pre-releases and hard-to- amazon.com Pw А ‹ en ci rk i à producer than as a performer Next to the bustling Puffy 
find titles. And you can listen to song clips before you buy. So point. Click. And go crazy. 





















sound or the congested tangle 
that often characterizes the 
Wu-Tang clang, Dupri's style 
of R&B breathes. From start 
to finish, Life in 1472 jingles, 
baby. (In case you're wonder- 
ing, J and D are the 10th and 
4th letters of the alphabet, 
hence 14, and 1972 is the year 
he was born—simple, huh?) 
With his serawny voice, 
Dupri isn't much of a rapper. 


But he’s smart enough to re- | 


alize it and leave the heavy 
lifting (and rhyming) to the 
all-stars, who turn the album 
into a veritable museum ex- 
hibit of R&B vocalizing in 
the 90s. There's gruff and 
garrulous gangsta rapping 
(Eightball, Too Short, and 
others in “Jazzy Hoes”), old- 
school rhymes (Slick Rick, 





who boasts, “Charisma now 
felt/To the point that I can 
even make lesbians melt” in 
*Fresh"), emotive lover-man 
balladry (Usher, who lends a 
moaning hook to "The Party 
Continues"), and ultra-pol- 
ished pop-rap (Krayzie Bones 
of Bone Thugs, on “Don’t 
Hate on Me”). The multitude 
of guests is often a plus: The 
weakest moments, like some 
of Dupri’s own solo spots, are 
over before you know it. 
Alas, being known as a 
grade-A networker and pro- 
ducer isn't enough for Dupri. 
He wants a larger-than-life 
star persona. Toward that 


end, he refers to himself 


throughout Life in 1472 as 
“Don Chi-Chi” (“a glam- 
orous, fly-ass playboy”) and 





riddles the songs with lines 
about parties, platinum 
records, bullets, and money. 
This can be amusing: For in- 
stance, Life in 1472 may be 
the first hip-hop album to 
give props to a country act 
(“Just thinkin’ about gettin’ 
paper, like Garth Brooks,” 
from “The Party Contin- 
ues”). But it also leads to a 
numbing barrage of refer- 
ences to bitches, ho’s, and 
such. Some are tiresome 
(“Bag these bitches like gro- 
ceries”). Some are proudly, 
defiantly offensive. “Going 


Home With Me” lays down | 


these disturbing rules: 
“Don’t even think about lyin’, 
baby, or tryin’, baby, to set 
me up for rape/’Cause it’s all 


on tape.” It's doubtful James | 





Brown ever thought a man’s, 
man’s, man’s world could be 
so repugnant. Even Carey 
contributes, perhaps unwit- 
tingly, to this scenario. On 
the mild electro-funk of 
“Sweetheart,” she turns her- 
self into a subservient Bar- 
bie, cooing about her need 
for a “storybook romance.” 

If the best moments on 
Life in 1472 area musical 
high, Dupri’s superstar ambi- 
tions, born out in the lyrics, 
become a buzz kill. By al- 
bum’s end, the effect is еупі- 
eal and lazy, as if Dupri took 
the easy, gangsta way of es- 
tablishing his own career in- 
stead of aiming for some- 
thing more adventurous. 
Even in pop, it seems, syner- 
gy has its downside. B- 























W THESE GUNS FOR HIRE Guns N' Roses may soon be shooting 
more than blanks. Singer Ах! Rose, the sole remain- 

ing original Gunner, has at last put together a 

semi-stable lineup for the long-dormant group, S 

which now includes former Replacements bassist 

Tommy Stinson, Vandals drummer Josh Freese, 

and ex-Nine Inch Nails guitarist Robin Finck. A source 

close to Rose says the new material the quartet is 

working up 1$ indeed "techno influenced"—hard as 

that may be to believe with die-hard punkers Stin- 

son and Freese on board—but still “sounds like Guns 

N' Roses.” No word yet on when we can actually 

expect a new GN’R album, but, says the source, Axl and à 
the boys (who are currently rehearsing in Woodland Hills, 


Calif.) will be entering the studio to begin laying down tracks | 


“imminently.” — Tom Sinclair 


№ TRICKS OF THE TRADEMARK Looking for a band name? Well, if | 


youthink it might be funny to reference some oddball relic like, say, 
REO Speedwagon, think again. As punk-rockers REO Speedealer 


and Furious George recently found out, not all trademark holders | 


are amused by such friendly tweaking. Speedealer, an obscure 
punk band from Texas, were recently forced to drop 
d 


the REO from their moniker after lawyers for the 'Wagon threat- 

ened legal action, while Furious George, an obscure punk band 

from New York, are facing a legal challenge from Houghton- 

| Mifflin, the company that publishes the Curious George chil- 

. . dren’s books. (Furious are fighting Curious to keep their 

name.) Says Furious' George 

3 NOD "They're claiming that 

we might confuse little 

№ kids, that they'll think 

it’s a live Curious George 

ў show instead of Furious 

George. Like kids are 

И going to go out at mid- 

i | night to a punk-rock 

| club. And obviously the 

letter Fis different from 

theletter C. They want 

to take the letter F? 

\ Well, иск them." Not 

y that band names 

aren't sometimes gen- 

uinely confusing. A wise 

judge recently ruled 

that punkabilly band 

the Amazing Royal 

Crowns had to change their 

name because it too closely re- 

sembled that of swingers the Royal 

Crown Revue. Good thing: Telling 

the two outfits apart was, well, a 
royal pain. —Rob Brunner 


f 


Y COODER played guitar 
with the Stones and he also 
rediscovered Woody Guth- 
rie's music years before 
Billy Bragg and Wilco (the 
dust bowl folkie's newest 
popularizers) had even 
reached puberty. But little 

іп the long career of the ever-eclectic 
Cooder has generated as much excite- 
ment in the press and among fans as his 
latest musical reclamation project: 
Buena Vista Social Club, an ensemble of 
nearly two dozen virtuosic Cuban per- 
formers who range in age from 15 to 91. 

Two years ago, Cooder, now 51, headed 
to Havana to record an album of Latin 
classics written prior to the 1959 Com- 
munist revolution. He found that many of 
the island's best musicians of that period 
were deceased, in poor health, or retired. 
Rubén González, 79, whom Cooder calls 
“the greatest plano soloist | have ever 


heard,” suffered from arthritis and had | 


quit playing; vocalist Ibrahim Ferrer, 71, 
was shining shoes for a living. 


“These were world-famous Cuban | 


stars from the "405 and "505, and they 


had been forgotten even in their own | 


country," says Buena Vista band mem- 
ber Juan de Marcos González. Adds 
Cooder: "There's a Latin expression— 


*Nothing rarer than a green dog.' Well, 
that's what these musicians are, green 
dogs: They are the last living masters of 
their style of music." 

The U.S.-Cuban collaboration (Cooder 
joined in on guitar and his son, Joachim, 
19, played drums) resulted in the album 
Buena Vista Social Club (World Cir- 
cuit/Nonesuch). Recorded in Havana and 
released last September, the disc has 
turned into a surprise hit, winning a 
Grammy and selling more than 750,000 
copies worldwide. To celebrate their suc- 
cess, 22 members of Buena Vista Social 
Club assembled at Manhattan's Carnegle 
Hall on July 1for a one-time-only North 
American concert that sold out in three 
days and drew such celebs as Mike 
Nichols and Jim Jarmusch. 

While prohibitive costs make an Amer- 
ican tour impossible, fans should be able 
to catch the act this fall, thanks to a doc- 
umentary being produced by German 
director Wim Wenders (Wings of Desire). 
Wenders, who worked with Cooder on the 
soundtrack to his Paris, Texas (1984), has 
filmed more than 80 hours of the group in 
Havana, Amsterdam, and New York. “I saw 
| people in my crew dance whom I’ve never 
| seen dance before," says Wenders, 52. 
| *rney're stiff, they're Germans—but the 
| musie Isso alive and spontaneous It com- 
| pletely took them over." —Mark Bautz 





Ба 
| SOCIAL DIRECTOR Cooder (standing, fifth 
| from right) with his pack of “green dogs” 
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Singles 
MISTER JONES “Destiny” (A&M) 


An amiable no-brainer powered by 


the lazy drag ofa slide guitar, some | 


declamatory power chords, and a 


little turntable scratching thrown | 
| stomps through its debut with the 


in for good measure, “Destiny” 
should land this New York band 
onto a few hundred radio playlists, 
chances are, they'll vanish jus 

quickly. But isn't that really the 
whole point of midsummer pop tri- 
йез? B — Marc Weingarten 


TATYANA ALI “DAYDREAMIN’” (MJJ 
Music/Work) In an age of sultry 
R&B video vixens, Ali’s mix of 
new jill swing and a nostalgically 
innocent girl-group vibe feels ini- 
tially refreshing. That's her only in- 
novation, however: “Daydreamin’” 
lifts the same sample of Steely 

Dan's “Black Cow” that powers 
Lord Tariq and Peter Gunz’ recent 
rap hit “Deja Vu (Uptown Baby).” 


Pop/Rock 


DRAIN S.T.H. Horror Wrestling (Mer- 
cury) If you love ABBA, Roxette, 
and Ace of Base, you'll hate Swe- 
den's latest import. Guitars jacked 
to 11, this all-grrrl metal band 


torque of a cement mixer and the 
joie de vivre of a death-row inmate. 


| (Sample lyric: “I am rotting from 


inside/From the things I have de- 
nied.”) No denying, the hauntingly 
sludgy music borrows generously 
from Alice in Chains, but it’s brutal 
enough to lift Drain above novelty. 
B- —Dan Snierson 


MARC RIBOT Y Los Cubanos Postizos 
(Atlantic) An avant-guitar star's 
take on Cuban music could come 
off as pointless dilettantism. But 
this low-key tribute to the late 
composer Arsenio Rodriguez— 
helmed by onetime Tom Waits 
sideman Ribot—downplays virtu- 








Tariq and Gunz cameo as well, | oso soloing in favor of intricate 


making “Daydreamin’ 





the box. G+ 


HANKS TO their chart-top- 
ping hit—the seductive 
lookin’-for-love-at-last-call 
anthem “Closing Time"— 
Minneapolis trio Semisonic 
has become such a pop sen- 
sation that lead singer- 
songwriter Dan Wilson is 
getting the heartthrob treatment: The 
handsome 32-year-old recently modeled 
designer shirts on MTV's House of Style 
and says he's getting used to teenage girls 
scoping him out in airports. 

"| don't know about this heartthrob 
thing," admits Wilson, a soft-spoken for- 
mer Harvard art student who's married 
with a 15-month-old daughter. “But | 
wanted our new album [Feeling Strangely 
Fine/MCA] to have some songs that 


arestraightforwardly about romance, | 


love, and sex. There are already enough 
bands busy parading their damaged 


sound like | rhythms and delicate instrumen- 
aretread even before it gets out of | tation. Still, Ribot's stab at Cuban | this document of her recent tour, 
--Май Diehl | tunes doesn't approach the effort- 





and tattered psyches." 

Speaking of love songs, these guys are 
hardly industry virgins. Semisonic's 
members have been touring and record- 
ing for more than a decade. Wilson and 
bassist John Munson (both part of cult 


HEALTHY HEARTS Slichter, Wilson, and Munson 





s i 
MARY'S LITTLE LAMB Ben Lee adds almost nothing to Something 


less elegance of last year's won- | struts her stuff. Blige Jazzily med- 
derful Buena Vista Social Club | leys her hits like “Real Love" with 
—Rob Brunner | асе covers of such R&B classics as 


Aretha Franklin's “Daydreaming,” 


MARY J. BLIGE The Tour (МСА) On | blending motifs into each other like 


an expert DJ. The busy arrange- 


the queen of hip-hop soul truly | ments threaten to overwhelm, but 


favorite Trip Shakespeare until '93) 
recruited drummer Jacob Slichter, and 
In 1996, the trio’s major-label debut, Great 
Divide, was released to critical praise. 
Butthe album sold just 60,000 copies. The 
omnipresence of "Closing Time" has 
helped Feeling top the 340,000 mark. “То 
show they're not hopeless, fawning fol- 
lowers when they talk to me, some fans 
feel they have to insult the single by call- 
ing it a sellout," says a bemused Wilson. 
“They assume I’m sick of ‘Closing Time’ 
just because it's a hit." (He's not.) 

Next up:the release of a second single— 
the decidedly more rockish but equally 
hooky "Singing in My Sleep"—and non- 
stop touring, including arena dates with 


matchbox 20 and fellow Twin Cities pop-. 


sters Soul Asylum. Says Wilson of life on 
the road: "It's hard for me to write songs 
when we're traveling. I’m not like Matthew 
Sweet—one of those guys who's written a 
song every three days for years and half of 
them are amazingly good. Writing turns 
me Into а crazy, weird person, and I'm glad 
to be taking a break from that.” —MB 


Garth Brooks & 
Whitney Houston 


Talk about friends in low 
places: The country and 
R&B megastars will join 
the illustrious ranks of 
box dwellers like Paul 
Lynde and Shadoe 
Stevens when they guest- 
star in a new Hollywood 
Squares this fall. 


her raw voice pumps out so much 
emotion it makes the glitz seem in- 
significant B+ —MD 


EAGLE-EYE CHERRY Desireless 
(Work) Son of avant-jazz trum- 
peter Don, brother of funk innova- 
tor Neneh, and almost as well 


named as Moon Unit Zappa, this | 
latest kin-rocker plays against lin- | 


eage with a sound that's part 
Hootie bar ballad, part Ben Harp- 


er soul-folk. His oddly pinched yo- | 


cals are seductive; he blues 


lines in his pop melodies. It's all | 


nice enough, and already platinum 
in his native Sweden. But a tad 
more of the family radicalism 
would help B —Will Hermes 


VANESSA-MAE Storm (Virgin) The 
second "pop" album from the Brit- 
ish-Chinese violin prodigy/pinup 
babe should dominate the classical 
crossover charts on the strength of 
its banality alone. V-M's composi 

tions (written with producer-part- 
ner Andy Hill) are pleasant enough 
to shop by, but such schlock as (ID 
Can, Can (You?),” which adds a dis- 
co beat and aural groans to Offen. 

bach's “Can-Can," is the worst vat- 
ant on a bad idea since Walter 
Murphy's “A Fifth of Bec thoven." 


Nothing wrong with stimng up Ше | 


purists, but Vanessa-Mae 15 wasting 
her eraft on Kraft. D+ Ty Burr 





Soundtracks 


VARIOUS ARTISTS Smoke Signals: 
Music From the Miramax Motion Ріс- 
ture (ТУТ Soundtrax) The ac- 
claimed indie film benefits from the 
subtle drama of B.C. Smith's seam- 
lessly eclectic score, which blends 
orchestral flourishes, acoustic tex- 
tures, and Native American chants 
to absorbingly atmospheric effect 
But bland tunes by folkies Dar 
Williams and Jim Boyd break the 
mood, leaving one wishing that. 
more of Smith's work would have 
maile the cut. C+ —Scott Schinder 


VARIOUS ARTISTS There's Some- 
thing About Mary (Capitol) This 
soundtrack to the Farrelly broth- 
5’ new romantic comedy show- 
mostly sensitive but indis- 
tinctive modern-rock jangle from 
Ben Lee, Lemonheads, and Ivy. 
Of Jonathan Richman’s three 


| heartbreak tracks, his bleak “Let 


Her Go Into Darkness" alone 
conveys that love really hurts. 
And the Dandy Warhols are the 
only '905 guys here who manage 
alf the energy of timeless - 
by the Foundations (“Build 

Me Up Buttercup”) and Joe Jack- 
son ("Is She Really Going Out 
With Him"). B- —Chuck Eddy 


| Reissues 


CHARLIE FEATHERS Get With It: Es- 
sential Recordings (1954—69) (Rev- 
enant) There are those who claim 
that rockabilly pioneer Feathers 
Was as riveting and inventive a 
performer as his Sui label mates 
Elvis Presley and Jerry Lee 
Lewis It’s hard to argue with the 
evidence presented on this ex- 
haustively annotated two-CD set 
The classic sides and revelatory 
ranties spotlight Feather: - 
ny rhythmie gift, brilliantly twist- 
ed lyrical persona, and keening, 
razor-sharp whine, making a per- 
suasive case for his unjustly ob- 
seure genius. A —SS 


Country 

BR5-49 Big Backyard Beat Show 

(Arista Nashville) On their sec- 

ond studio album, Nashville's fa- 

vorite hep-eat retro band dilute 

their trademark rockabilly with 

an array of different 

а too-precious 

Endings”) to a Louis Jordan-like 

jump tune (“Out of Habit”), Still, 
“IS Wheels and a Crowbar” 

great Johnny Cash-on-swamp-aci id 

trucker's song, and the overall lev 

el of creative musicianship ide 1 

curl the toes of guitar strummers 

everywhere. B —Alanna Nash 

» » Morereviews in EW Special 
Edition at www.ew.com < < 








"HELLO" HIGH WATER 


OU'VE GOTTA fight...for 

your right...to even get 

into the stores where the 
Beastie Boys’ Hello Nasty is on 
sale. At least, you'd Imagine riots 
going on around the racks, 
Judging from Nasty's extraordi- 
narily nice first-week sales 
figure of 681,000. For those keep- 
ing score at home, that's by far the best opening-week tally 
yet for a 1998 release. (It's not the year's best singie-week 
figure overall, though, with "97 holdovers Titanic and Gartn 
Brooks' Sevens scoring bigger one-week totals.) The top 10 
had two other newcomers: In third place, it was helio 
Noreaga, and Monica claimed Мо. 8 as her own, three posi- 
tions behind duet partner Brandy. But will they amend their 
long-running No. 1 single to *The Beastie Boy Is Mine"? 


LAST WEEK Wiid oe шат 
BEASTIE BOYS Hello Nasty, Grand Royal/Capitol 1 


SOUNDTRACK Armageddon, Columbis/Sony Musie Soundtrax 
NOREAGA № 0.2.E., Penalty/Tommy Boy 

SOUNDTRACK (ity of Angels, Warner Sunset/Reprise 
BRANDY Never S-A- 

BARENAKED LADIES Stunt, Reprise 

SOUNDTRACK Dr. Dolittle, Blackground/Atlantie 

MONICA The Boy Га Mine, Arista. 

BACKSTREET BOYS Backstreet Boy 

WILL SMITH Big Willie Style, Colum 


SOUNDTRACK Hope Floats, Capitol- 

SHANIA TWAIN Come On Over, меаи ; 

TRISHA YEARWOOD Where Your Road Leads, MCA Nashville 
LEANN RIMES Sittin’ on Top of the World, Curb . 

GARTH BROOKS The Limited Series, Capitol . , 

FAITH HILL Faith, Warner Bros, 

BROOKS & DUNN If You See Her, Arista Nashville 

COLLIN RAYE The Walls Come Down, Epic 

DIXIE CHICKS Wide Open Spaces, Monument 

REBA McENTIRE / You Seo Hon, MCA Nushville 


сомитов] 
shows yn 
3 FESTIVAL PRESIDENTE DE MUSICA LATINA Santo Domingu. $1,600,000 
LILITH FAIR Mountain View, Calif $1,181,319 
METALLICA Atlanta $655,649 
FURTHUR FESTIVAL Camden, NI $621,280 
METALLICA lristow, Va. 5 $515,632 
FURTHUR FESTIVAL East Rutherford, Na... $566,880 
YANNI Montreal tO 3 $546,781 
MICHEL SARDOU Montreal ‚. $045,201 
FURTHUR FESTIVAL Bristow, Va $545,180 
SPICE GIRLS Philadelphi: $541,253 
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Mod Squad 


Just in time for its "205 movie remake, The 
Avengers, starring two of the ’60s’ kickiest 
spies, hits tape. by Michael Sauter 


SHOWBIZ HARDLY 
needed another secret 
agent. At the movies, 
Sean Connery’s 007 
had Thunderball roll- 
j ing and Dean Martin’s 
Matt Helm was saving 

the world in The Silencers. 
On TV, The Man From 
U.N.C.L.E. and Get Smart 


were top 20 hits and Bill Cos- | 


by had broken the eovert op- 
eratives' color barrier with 7 
Spy. Then along came The 


Avengers, arriving on ABC | 


from England in March 1966. 
Right away, even uncouth 


| 





wasn't just a blithely witty 
beauty in eye-popping cat- 
suits. She painted, sculpted, 
did scientific research, wrote 


artieles about bridge, and | 


routinely out-clobbered all 
сотегв. And by the Rigg 
years, Macnee’s dapper, 
jaunty, cheerfully ironic 
Steed had evolved into a 





perfect parody of a perfect 
gentleman, a spy who pre- 
ferred to dispatch villains 
with his reinforced bowler, 
his gadget-packed umbrella, 
or other available props— 
such as the handy mirror he 
uses to deflect a lethal laser 
in “From Venus With Love.” 

Together, Macnee and 





Rigg were an effervescent 
team, breezily matching bons 
mots, taking turns rescuing 
each other (for such a tough 
customer, Mrs. Peel spent an 
unaccountable amount of 
time in bondage), and, mis- 
sion accomplished, retiring to 
his flat or hers to sip cham- 
pagne, trade quips, and leave 


| the rest to our imaginations. 


Long before Mulder and 
Scully weren't kissing, Steed 
and Mrs. Peel kept us won- 
dering. But with them it 
wasn’t “Will they or won't 
they?" It was “Do they or 
don't they?" This '60s sur- 
vivor would like to think 
they did. A 


episodes from the 1967 sea- 
son, its first in color, The 
Avengers reached its satiric 
height just as the swinging 
'60s were kicking into high 
gear. The same ferment that 
inspired the Beatles' Sgt. 


| Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club 


Band and the summer of love 
found a more playful outlet in 
an action heroine who wore 
ultramod fashions, winking 
plots about killer kitties 
(“Риввіев galore," purrs Mrs. 
Peel, surrounded by felines 
programmed to attack), psy- 
ehedelie interiors, and what 


Americans could see this | we now might call a Monty 


wasn't just another аа 
secret-agent show. 
Campy and kinky, 


splashy yet sly, The 1987 
A&E 
$1Х СА5- 
SETTES.: 
$12.95 each 


Avengers had started 
out some five years 
earlier as convention- 


The Original 
Avengers '67 


Pythonish irreverence 
for anything too jolly, 
old, or English. Some- 
times the series kid- 
ded other TV shows, 
as in the Batmanesque 
“POW! SPLAT!” fi- 


SETS OF 


al cloak and dagger. 
But by 1965, when 
“talented amateur” 
Emma Peel (Diana Rigg) 
joined “top professional” 
John Steed (Patriek Macnee) 
on the Empire-saving beat, 


the show had evolved into a | 
cheeky lark. Dispensing with | 


foreign intrigues and nuclear 
threats in favor of pitting its 
dynamic duo against car- 
toony villains—mad scien- 
tists, murderous robots, sin- 


| ister secret societies—the 
| Avengers that America first 


saw found a way to spoof 

spies, British stuffiness, 
and '605 hip all at once. 

Now making its U.S 

ith 12 


remastered 


video debut 


THREE: $29.95 
UNRATED 


nale of “The Winged 
Avenger.” Sometimes 
== it made fun of itself, 


| most memorably in “Epic,” 


which ends with Mrs. Peel 
taking a shortcut back to her 
apartment by kicking down 
the wall to the adjacent set. 
That was The Avengers’ way: 
Its grandest flourishes were 
also throwaway jokes 

For all its stylish inven- 
tion, The Avengers might 
never have made it to 
video—or inspired the big- 





screen version that debuts 
Aug. 14—without two vivid 
protagonists who kept it all 
almost real. Rigg's Mrs. Peel 


RIGG-A-DING DING Slinky Diana 
brought The Avengers to its apex 


А ТІР OF THE HAT ТО AVENGER PATRICK MACNEE 


^ 


+ > 


| 


STICK SHIFT The bumbershoot has been replaced by a cane, but Macnee still 
dresses the part; (right) with first gal pal Blackman, and a weapon oft-disdained 


HEN PATRICK MAC- | 


nee first talked to 


the American press | 
| years to the dapper gent 
British TV hit that had | 


about the must-see 


made him and Diana 

Rigg stars back home, 

“ра explain that it was 

about а man in a bowler hat and a woman 

who threw men over her shoulder. They'd 
look at us as if we were mad." 

Three decades later, man-tossing 


women aren't so uncommon, but The | 


Avengers’ John Steed remains the hab- 
erdasher's superspy exception. Macnee 
is still proud of the character he trans- 


formed “as | went along" 
from the trench-coated 
cliché of the show’s early 


who didn’t carry a gun. 

“He didn’t need one,” 

explains Macnee, 76. “He 

relied on his wits. | fought 

in World War 1—1 saw friends blown to 
bits. When you've seen that, you feel very 
differently about guns." 

Macnee is flattered that Ralph Flennes 
is re-creating Steed—with bowler, sans 
gun—in the August film adaptation, in 
which he has a cameo. But he sympathet- 
ically avers that Uma Thurman will havea 





tough time topping the first Mrs. Peel. 

“Di Rigg was unique. We used to rewrite 
whole scenes over lunch hour. | say we? 
She rewrote them. 1 was her stenogra- 
pher. We were extraordinarily in synch 
right from the start.” 

The rapport, he says, was strictly pla- 
tonic, as it was with his other fetching 
Avengers costars, Honor Blackman, 
Linda Thorson, and Joanna Lumley. That 
brings а chuckle from Thorson. “Не 
always says that he never fancied any of 
us," she says. “1 think he fancied us all." 

“| did fancy them," Macnee admits. 
“But didn't do anything with them. I went 
put of my way not to. Once you go to bed 
with a costar, it's over." 

Post-Avengers, Macnee divided his 
time between theater (Sleuth on Broad- 

e Howling, A View to a Kill), 

and many TV guest spots. 

Recently, the actor, who 

lives in Rancho Mirage, 

Calif., with wife Baba, has 

been the host of The Sci-Fi 

| Channel's Mysteries, Magic 

& Miracles, penned a mem- 

oir, The Avengers and Me, 

and kept busy narrating 

audio books: “I’ve done 

nine Jack Higgins novels." 

But to most people he'll 

always be Steed, which 

doesn't bother Macnee a bit. 

When he enters a room, 

impeccably tailored, carrying a cane (for 

his arthritis) instead of an umbrella, he 

may not be recognized—until he speaks. 

“Еуеп when people don't recognize me, 

they recognize my voice. | have a loud one. 

On the street, on an airplane, they'll sud- 

denly turn and say, ‘Steed!’ I've gotten to 
know more people that way." —MS 
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Recent Movies 


THE GINGERBREAD MAN Kenneth 
Branagh, Embeth Davidtz, Robert 
Downey Jr., Robert Duvall (7998, 
$101.99) Robert 

an, master of the rambling 
satiric panorama, was hardly the 
t obvious choice to direct a 
from the mind of John Gri- 
sham, master of the ham-fisted 
thriller. But The Gingerbread 
Man, Altman's rendition of an un- 
produced Grisham script, actually 
seems more like The Player than 
The Firm, and it weaves almost 
as compelling a spell. Once again, 
an arrogant go-getter is humbled, 
this time a slippery defense attor- 
ney (Branagh) who stumbles into 


ВЕМТ СНЕСК 





an intrigue that he can't wriggle 
out of with his usual glib finesse. 
Altman brings out the suspense 
through his talent for quirky ten- 
sion between characters, which al- 
lows this movie to play especially 
well on video. B+ —David Everitt 


HARD RAIN Christian Slater, Morgan 
Freeman, Minnie Driver (1998, 
Paramount, R, $101.99) Take 
Broken Arrow and add water. 
And lo-cal artificial predicaments. 
Instead of tangling with weapons 
hijackers in the desert as he did in 
Arrow, Slater now tangles with 
armored-car robbers in a flooded 
town. Why an armored car is 
transporting millions of dollars 
during a flood of Old Testament 


“The Bridge on the River Kwai (1957, Columbia 


TriStar, PG, $19.95]. It's the best war movie ever made. I'm 


getting myself primed for Saving Private Ryan. — 


CHRISTOPHER McDONALD 


Flubber's 


“A Bronx Tale reos, нво, R, $14.95). Anything with De 
Niro is always wonderful. A Bronx Tale is heartwarming. 
It’s funny. It tells you a lot about father-son relationships. 


I love that father-son thing. 


”—JERRY SPRINGER 


v “Grease [1978, Paramount, PG, $19.95]. | grew up on it. 
I look at it, like, every week. The chemistry between Olivia 
Newton-John and John Travolta Is unreal." —Reigning Miss 


Universe WENDY FITZWILLIAM 





proportions is not exactly clear. 
But then nothing else makes 
much sense either, including an in- 
nocuous character who, halfway 
through the movie, suddenly 
transforms into a diabolical villain 
for no discernible reason. Ar- 
mageddon's vacuity may repre- 
sent a new low to some critics, but 
in its thoroughgoing fatuousness, 
this tape offers another instruc- 
tive example of exactly what 
stinks about modern action 
movies. D+ —DE 


DARK CITY Rufus Sewell, William 
Hurt, Jennifer Connelly (7998, New 
Line, R, $103.99) A visually sump- 
tuous, thematically fertile melding 
of every urban paranoid vision 
from The Trial to Metropolis to 
Brazil, City ultimately plays like 
one of those art-deco dystopian 
CD-ROM adventures of recent 
years: Amnesiac man (Sewell) 
wakes up in mysterious big-city 
hotel room and must figure out 
where he is, who he is, and what 
the vast conspiracy is all about 
(you know, that vast conspiracy). 
As written and directed by The 
Crow's Alex Pro; a little 
short on coherence and long on 
comic-book sensationalism—dig 
the hokey, climactic Battle of the 
Minds between the hero and a ca- 
daverous Mr. Big—but there's no 
denying the nightmarish pull of 
the film's aesthetic. Like his soul- 
less alien villains, Proyas creati 

an entire world—and traps us 
there. B --Ту Burr 


LIVE FLESH Javier Bardem, Fran- 
cesca Neri, Liberto Rabal (1997, Ori- 
on, R, $99.98, subtitled) Fans of Pe- 
dro Almodó more farcical and 
energetic '80s films—Women on 
the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown, 
Matador—may be surprised by the 
stateliness of this adaptation. Es- 
chewing the dynamism of his early 
work, our man in Madrid lends a 
pleasing elegance to novelist Ruth 
Rendell's so-richly-melodramatic- 
it's-unsummarizable tale of dis- 
parate lives intersecting on a fate- 
detached result feels a bit like cal- 
isthenies—an exercise in killing 
time until Almodóvar's muse starts 
whispering again—but h are 


see atrophy. В —Mike D'Angelo 


Dingo (1997, Fox Lorber, unrated, 





intentions were all that mattered, 
this Australian drama about rising 
tensions between settlers and ab- 
ongines in a remote outback town 
would be a minor masterpiece. But 
it also helps if a movie has a pulse, 
and first-time director Nick Par 
| sons’ didactic approach gives his 


ful evening in 1990. The slightly | 


muscles we definitely don't want to | 


DEAD HEART Bryan Brown, Ernie | 


$89.98) If thoughtfulness and good 





WINNER OF THE WEEK 


‘Men in Black’ 


One pair of guys in dark 
suits displaced another 
as MiB surpassed Pulp 
Fiction as the best- 
renting title of the 

past five years. 


film’s title unintended resonance. 
Mesmerizingly arid locations and 
solid work by Brown as a flinty, un- 
ethical constable can't compensate 
for the emotional vacuum at the 
narrative's core. С- —MD'A 


Kids’ Movie 


LITTLE MEN Mariel Hemingway, Chris 
Sarandon, Ben Cook, Michael Caloz 
(1998, Warner, PG, $19.98) As 
good-hearted as a Beanie Baby, 
this dramatization of the Louisa 
May Alcott novel, in which Lit- 
tle Women’s Jo (Hemingway) has 
grown up to be headmistress of the 
progressive Plumfield School, isn't 
too cuddly to catch the imagina- 
tions of kids 9 and younger. The 
troubled boys in Jo's charge include 
Dan, a pint-size rebel with a give- 
me-a-break grin, and orphan Nat 
(Caloz), whose friendship with the 
ungovernable, pyromaniacal Dan 
teaches him about truth, honor, and 
love. Bt —Denise Lanctot 


Vintage TV 


THE VERY BEST OF ST. ELSEWHERE 
Denzel Washington, Mark Harmon, 
Howie Mandel, William Daniels, Ed 
Flanders, Christina Pickles, Ed Beg- 
ley Jr. (1998, New Video, unrated, 
$59.95, four-tape set) Watching 
episodes of a show you loved years 
ago 15 like looking through a school 
yearbook: You smile at the goofy 
haircuts, reeall favorite moments, 
and sigh with relief that life goes 
on. That’s the case with the ae- 
claimed St. Elsewhere, It's heart- 
warming to revisit the run-down 
Boston hospital via these eight 


“very best” shows from the series’ 


DUNKIN' DOUGH NUTS Slater and Driver keep chins up in the unsteady Rain 


six seasons (1982-88), to see the 
neurotic, lovable staff again, and 
watch such memorable guest stars 
as Laraine Newman (as a woman 

a bird), Paul Sand 
(as a shrink); Michael 
Richards (as an intrusive documen- 
tarian), and Tim Robbins (as a 
baby-faced terrorist). But creators 
Joshua Brand and John Ё х 
who went on to mastermind North 
ern Exposure, may have trained us 
too well to e: xpeeted 
At 10 years' remove, the goings- 
on at St. Eligius seem tinny, con- 
strained, and surprisingly for- 
mulaic. B —Caren Weiner 


Documentary 


ENGELBERT HUMPERDINCK: THE KING 
OF ROMANCE (1995, PDC Video, un- 
rated, $19.95) That smooth three- 
octave range...that tall, dark, hand- 
some body...those sideburns! If ever 
a swingin’ musie man was due a pop 
revival, it's oft-maligned “contem- 
por: inger" Engelbert Hump- 
erdinck, who's wowed fans world- 
wide for three decades. But this 
somnolent 48-minute tour through 
his life and career lacks heat. The 
recent performance clips don't cap- 
ture his live shows’ extravagance, 
the personal interviews only tease 
viewers with his wit, and the other- 
wise thorough history of Arnold 
George Dorsey—born in India, 

aised in England, and first influ- 
enced by Nat “King” Cole—never 
explains: Why “Engelbert Hump- 
erdinck"? The King of Romance 
won't have anyone throwing knick- 
ers at the sereen. C —Erm Richter 


DVD 

THE SILENCE OF THE LAMBS Jodie 
Foster, Anthony Hopkins (199, Cri- 
terion, В. $39.95) Director Jon- 
athan Demme's Oscar-winning 





thriller remains haunting, though 
less in the lurid details of tracking 
a serial killer than in the emotional 
journey of FBI trainee Clarice 
Starling (Foster) as she gets to 
know Hannibal Lecter (Hopkins). 
Criterion’s typically impressive 
packaging contains everything: 
déleted scenes (most interesting 
is a televangelist’s rant), story- 
boards, revealing audio commen- 
tary from all the principals, and an 
FBI case study of one serial killer. 
Then there's “Voices of Death,” a 
tabloid name for a chilling collec- 
tion of quotes from Ted Bundy, 
Charles Starkweather, and other 
notorious killers. The details of. 
their childhoods and erimes force- 
fully remind you that this surre- 
al tale is based on evil that's all 
too real. A —Michael Giltz 


n т 

Also Released 

With tons of photos and archival 
footage intercut with fawning tes- 
timonials from the likes of Bowie, 
Byrne, and Patti Smith, LOU REED: 
ROCK AND ROLL HEART (1998, Win- 


Star, unrated, $19 98) offers a full 
accounting of the last 30-odd years 
of this rockasaurus re: Imagine 
an era when cream pies were pro- 
jectiles and everyone seemed to 
walk faster and you have SLAP- 


| STICK ENCYCLOPEDIA VOLUMES 5-8 


(1998, Kino, unrated, $24.95 each), 
the final installment in this anthol- 

eries of silent films “From the 
Golden Age of Comedy.”... Drink 
plenty of fluids before bawling 
through RED CHERRY (1995, Fox 
Lorber, unrated, $89 98, subtitled), 
the brutal and true WWII tale of. 
Chuchu, a Chinese orphan girl, and 
the children of war from the Rus- 
sian front. —Jon Chase 
> > Моге гау! EW Special 

Edition at www.ew.com < < 
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IDEOS 


"PHANTOM" TOLL 


T'S THE LAST hope of 

movie execs: We'll make up 

for our low grosses on 
video! But that scenario 
doesn't seem likely for this 
week's two new rental titles, 
Sphere and Phantoms, which 
debut in Just about the same 
slots they scored when they 
first appeared in theaters last 
winter. If box office Is any 
barometer—and these days, it 


SINKABLE? Sharon Stone floats 
in Sphere, for the time being 


usually is—don't look for either title to rule the video charts. 
The deep-sea thriller Sphere lasted only four weeks before 
sinking below the top 20, and Phantoms, a lame Dean Koontz 
thriller that Ben Affleck can’t save, dropped out In two weeks. 


APE RENTALS 


tast WEES, 
GOOD WILL HUNTING Matt Dai 


SPHERE Dustin Hoffman, Wai 


WEEKS on CHART 
mon, Miramax- zn; ` 2 


тле". . 


МАС THE DOG Dustin Hoffman, New Lina 
FALLEN Denzel Washington, Warner. 
AS GOOD AS IT GETS Jack Nicholson, Columbia TriStar 


SCREAM 2 Neve Campbell, Di 


mension 


AMISTAD Morgan Freeman, Dream Works 


THE POSTMAN Kevin Costner, 


PHANTOMS Ben Affleck, Dim 


Warner 


ansion à 


THE REPLACEMENT KILLERS Chow Yun-Fat, Columbia Tristar. . 


THE SPIRIT OF MICKEY Animated, Walt Disney, $22.99 


SPICE WORLD The Spice Girls, 


Columbia TriStar, $14.95 


AUSTIN POWERS: INTERNATIONAL MAN OF MYSTERY .......,. . 
Mike Myers, New Line, $14.98 


GREASE John Travolta, Paramount, $19.95 . ... 

1998 NBA FINALS Michael Jordan, For, $19.08 

SWINGERS Jon Favreau, Miramax, $19.99. . . 

FACE/OFF Nicolas Cage, Paramount, $14.95 . 

CONTACT Jodie Foster, Warner, $19.98 . 495% 

AS GOOD AS IT GETS Jack Nicholson, Columbia TriStar. 222 
SOUTH PARK: VOLUME | Animated, Warner, $14.95 


REC TO-TA 


POSTMORTEM Charlie Sheen, 
JOEY Ed Begley Jr., MGM 


RENTALS 


Sterling 


WATCHERS REBORN Mark Hamill, New Horizons 


RETROACTIVE James Belushi, 
UNCLE SAM Robert Forster, 
THE PROPHECY 11 Christopher. 


Orin 


A-Pix 


Walken, Dimension 


MEAN GUNS Christopher Lambert, лагі 


THE RAGE Gary Busey, Dimen. 


sion 


ANGELS IN THE ENDZONE Christopher Lloyd, Walt Disney, 


9 BODY COUNT Ісе-Т, LIVE 


SOURCE VIOFO FUS9RESS FOR THE WEER ENDING JULY Т, 10A 
DIRECT-TO-TAPE RENTALS: MEO BUSINESS FOR THE WELK ENDING. 


ENTER 


m 


TAINMENT WEEKLY 





he Studio Era 








Like the MGMs of old, ambitious websites are creating entertainment 
that showcases the medium at its coolest. by David Kushner 


IT WAS BOUND TO HAPPEN: 
The digerati are going show- 
biz. After seeing several pio- 
neer websites (adaweb, To- 
talN Y) unplug, ambitious 
E-preneurs are repackaging 
themselves as full-fledged 
production companies. They 
don't merely make sites, they 
make "shows": real-time, 
bells-and-whistles Net-only 
entertainment. They're not 
new media, they're all me- 
dia, incorporating the best— 
and sometimes the worst—of 
TV, magazines, radio, com- 
puter games, and film. If the 
Web is ever capable of truly 
original content, here are 
some of the sites that may 
show us what it is: 


ш Pseudo Online Network 
(www.pseudo.com) Based in 
New York City, Pseudo is an 
alt.innovator in live, online 
happenings. Using RealPlay- 
er software, Pseudo produces 
more than 40 weekly chat-ra- 
dio shows that combine audio, 
video, talk, and text messag- 
ing. Boot up, say, "All Games 
Hardware" and hear expert 
gamers debate the splatter 
quotient of Quake II while 
you chat with other listeners 
or E-mail questions to the 
hosts. Pop-culture fetishists 


assemble shows that cover | 


music (“88 Hip-Hop," “Кеас- 
tion Reggae”), digital life 
(“Silicon Alley Reporter”), 
and—Howard Stern, take 
note—female wrestling (“And 
Justice for BRAWL”). Pseudo 
has the McLuhanesque vision; 
now it Just needs the band- 
width to catch up. A 


——— 5. 
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Studios, a Silicon Alley ad 
company that has creat- 


of regularly updated digi- 


by neo-bohemian artistes. 
The vibe of RSUB's "shows" 
is self-conscious late-'90s 





| cool, from “Bunko” (kitschy 


THAT'S SHOWBIZ It’s “J’Open 
Mike” time on Pseudo, top; one- 
minute movies unspool at the Sync 


m RSUB (www.rsub.com) Тһе | Shockwave games such as 
eontent wing of Razorfish | 


ed sites for Pepsi and Amer- | 
ica Online, RSUB is (as the | 
name implies) a subnetwork | 


tal experiences created | 


“Club Seal"—"Beat de- 
fenseless animals to a tech- | 
no beat!!") to "The Blue | 
Dot" (art/prose installations | 
like the unnerving taxi- 

dermy-on-the-loose saga | 
"Rabbit Rat"). The works | 
are edgy, but, considering | 
the speed of the average | 





surfer's connection, the com- 
bination of bit-sucking plug- 
ins and sprawling content is 
pretentious. You can't help 
but crash this party. B 


m Tripod (www.tripod.com) 
Tripod is best known for 
its sprawling community, 
whose residents host and cre- 
ate their own websites, but it 
has also been cultivating 
Pods: self-contained online 
clubhouses that feature chat, 
essays, and digital art. These 
aren't shows as much as 


| group projects, interweaving 


contributions by guest artists, 
writers, and Tripod locals. 
Topics cover Real World-style 
essentials, from job hunting 
to cheap eats to retro games 
(read a piece on the phe- 
nomenon, then boot up a 


| spoof of the Atari 2600 cla 


Уат Revenge). With nearly 
million members, Tripod al- 
ready has what other sites 


| clamor for: an audience. Now 


it could use some live audio/ 
video fun. B+ 


m The Sync (www.thesync. 
com) A cross between a 
public-aecess cable channel 
and, it hopes, Sundance. One 
section, the Syne Online 
Film Festival, features docu- 
mentaries, animation, and, 


| for ultra-quick downloads, 


one-minute shorts. Sync fans 
vote for their favorites along 
the way; will it be the cy- 
borg noir “Everyone Is а 
Robot" or the gothic safe 
sex of "Vampire Condom"? 
There are also do-it-yourself 
talk-video shows like “Cyber- 
Love,” where four twenty- 
somethings meet the in- 
ventor of the world’s first 
Virtual Sex Machine. And 
Jenni of the infamous Jenni- 
Cam hosts a behind-the- 
scenes look at her life as a 
Net celeb. Is that postmod- 
ern or what? Just don't ex- 
pect polish: The Sync, like 
most of these sites—heck, 
like the Web itself—is neces- 
sarily scuffed. A- 


>> Hotlink to The Web Guide at www.ew.com < < 


This week 


WEBSITES//THE MASK OF ZORRO 
(www.sony.com/zorra); v 
(www.pithemovie.com) If you 
want to see the current state of 
the art in movie-studio web- 
sites—arch and plug-in һеауу— 
go to the Zorro site, where you'll 
find two mind-bogglingly rich 3- 
D virtual worlds (one explorato- 
ry, the other duel oriented) in 
addition to the usual PR puff. If, 
however, you prefer your flack- 
ery with meat, surf on over to 
the impressively maddening site 
for 7t, the Sundance sensation 
now in theatrical release, Creat- 
ed by Sean Gullette, who stars in 
the film as a mentally shaky 
mathematics whiz trying to di- 

vine the connections between pi, 

the stock market, and the kab- 

balah, the 7с page comes on like 

a techno club for art dweebs, 

assaulting you with imagery, 

rhythms, and a truly strange 

assortment of links (everything 

from a chaos-theory primer to, 
appropriately, the National 

Headache Foundation). Both 
sites: A —Ty Burr 


‘Mike’ and ‘Diane’ 
The two teens were sched- 
uled to lose their virginity 
online at www.ourfirst- 
time.com, until the stunt 
was revealed as just 
another Netscam. Given the 
predictable uproar, we’d 
swear it was the work of 
media hoax-meister Joey 
Skaggs—but he's disavowed 
all knowledge. 





THE WEB GENERATION SPEAKS 





‘Surveying the Scene 


WHAT COULD LUKE SKYWALKER, MOTHER 
Teresa, and Howard Stern possibly have in 


common? They're all Heroes of Our Genera- | 


tion, according to a re- 

cent online survey of 
more than 16,000 Web 
surfers from the ages of 

15 to 24 conducted by 
entertainment supersite 

the den (the Daily En- 
tertainment Network at 
www.theden.com). In 

fact, the so-called Web 
Generation chose Sky- 
walker as its No. 1 hero, 
topping Jesus, Michael 
Jordan, Martin Luther 
King Jr., and even “our 
parents.” “The survey 
uncovered news about 

this group that surprised 

us,” says the den’s Mary Firme. 
“The message [is] that this genera- 


tion embodies the influence of the Web on 
their world.” 
Along with heroes, the poll also ranked vil- 
lains (Saddam Hussein 
and Barney are Nos. 
1 and 2, respective- 
ly), defining moments 
(the Challenger shut- 
tle explosion was piv- 
otal to the majority 
of respondents), and, 
naturally, the most popu- 
lar brands of clothing and 
soda pop. The den says 
the WebGen poll has been 
such a success that it 
plans to do a similar study 
every year. With the release 
of next year's Star Wars pre- 
quel, maybe Obi-Wan Kenobi 
will duke it out with Luke for 
the top spot—and Mother Tere- 
sa can referee. —Kipp Cheng 


See 
«" don't see myself as a sex symbol... 
Obviously, I'm aware of the Issues | talk about, 

one of the main ones being women claiming 

their sexuality and spirituality. That's always 

my quest: How do you find that balance— 

kinda like ‘How can | be a sacred being anda 

hot p---y?’... | see myself as a librarian in high 


heels, and I’m becoming more comfortable 
with that." —Singer ТОВ! AMOS on Е! Online 


— 


"[Boyfriend Matt Dillon] nad to wear 


these fake teeth, which looked like the world's 
worst cap Job, and he'd kid around between scenes, like, ‘Come here, baby. Give me a kiss." | 
was like, ‘Please just stay away from те.” But the weird thing 15, even with the teeth and the 
mustache and the extra weight and the ugly clothes, | still found him incredibly sexy. I really 
had to work to pretend he was unsavory to me." — There's Something About Mary's 


CAMERON DIAZ on E! Online 


“The film is almost a year of your life's work, the studlo trusted you with a lot of money, 


and the actors and crew are depending on It be 
want it to be a success. І get out of town before 
with me.” 


—Lethal Weapon 4 director RICHARD 


Ing good. It's your ego on the line, and you 
a film opens, and І carry three pairs of pants 


D DONNER on EÉnrtxTAImMENT Wetktr RLN 
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T-shirts, hats, mugs, sweats and 
more.. Great gift ideas 


SS suy onuvc мом! WWW, Crashdesigns.com 
IT 800-394-5995 тел 
14 


Your TV, MOVIE and MUSIC Marketplace. 





ғ Hollywood Star Statues 

е Poster Cases & Frames 

е Authentic Cinema Seats 

» Theatrical Wall Decor 

• Current & Classic Posters 

е Much Much More! 

| CALL FOR OUR 24 PAGE FULL-COLOR CATALOG 

Б 

РО. ВОХ 381271» MIAMI, FL 33138 

















ANNOUNCEMENTS 


GET IN TOUCH WITH ANY CELEBRITY 
3225-833 7/www.celebnetwork.com or 
S1«sase, CN, Box 4728, West Hills, CA 91308 


Bargain Books 


| Save up to 80% on recent publishers' | 
overstocks. Save 30% ог more оп current 

| books and best sellers! Movies, TV, Music, 1 | 

| theArts, Fiction, Biography, Travel, Crafts— | 
over 60 subject areas. FREE CATALOG. 





LOOKING FOR A PRODUCER? Dir of producers/ 
agents/mgrs/distributors. Hollywood Creative | 
Directory: 800-815-0503 CA: 310-315-4815 








Leading subsidy book publisher seeks manuscripts of 
all types’ fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scholarly, juve- 
nile and religious works, etc New authors welcomed 


AUTHORS WANTED] 





Send for free 32-page illustrated booklet Е-35 
Vantage Press, 516 W 34 51, New York, NY 10001 











BU ESS OPPORTUN 5 


EASY WORK! EXCELLENT PAY! 
mble produ: home. 
Call Toll Free: 1-800-16 





0000 MONEY! WEEKLY! PROCESSING MAIL! Free sup- 
plies! Postage! Bonuses" Rush long SASE Green- 
house/EW, 4217 Highland, Waterford, МІ 48328-2165, 


1998 


SAVE UP TO 75% ON CONTACTS 


BAUSCHS ломв ®  (OoperVson — BARNES HIND. 
CALL IN YOUR ORDER NOW! 


сац: 1-800-780-LENS — 1-800-Fax-1552 
Contact Lens" FREE CARE kit! 
DISCOUNT CONTR FREE BROCHURE 


TV MEMORABILIA: Mags, Photos, Dukes, Chips, 
Starsky/Hutch, X-Files, Hawaii 5-0, Playboys, 
Etc. Catalog $3.00, TV GUIDE CATALOG, $2.00, 
Rogofsky, Box 107-E, Glen Oaks, NY 11004. 


ASSISTANCE 


7i 
SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOG Z Tc 
LISTING 19,278 QUALITY RESEARCH PAPERS ОК 1^ 77 


CALL TOLL FREE 800-351-0222 


RESEARCH ASSISTANCE Serving the ocodemic 
11322 Idaho Ave., #206WE, Los Angeles 90025 — community since 1969 


http://www.research-assistance.com 


FINANCIAL 


OVERDUE BILLS? 1-800-788-1141 Bad credit's ok. 
Licensed/Bonded since 1977. Apps to $50,000. 
Not a loan co. Town & Country Acceptance 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


TAN AT HOME! Sunvision-Wolf 
Tanning Beds. Buy direct & save! 
Free color catalog: 1-800-842-1324. 





STOP HAIR LOSS. Free booklet explains 
recently discovered natural medication. 
Call 1-800-262-1366 (24 hrs). 


INVENTIONS WANTED 


INVENTORS - FOR A FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE 
on our customized new product devel 
services call Davison: 1-800- 


[Br 1. совтяу = 
NEW POETRY CONTEST! 
$48,000.00 


in prizes awarded annually 


Undiscovered talent welcome. 
No entry fee and no purchase required 


POSSIBLE PUBLICATIO 


Send ONLY ONE onginal poem, 20 lines or less, any 
subject, any style to: 
The National Library of Poetry 
Suite 11542 
1 Poetry Plaza 
Owings Mills, MD 21117 
Or enter online at www.poetry.com 
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Full Sail is one of the most extraordinary 
educational experiences in the world, offering 
hands-on training in thirty-three cutting- 
edge studios, production suit 
computer labs. Students learn on 

gear that is used in making today's mo 

shows, nte tiv 

animations, concerts, 

sound effects.The only thing more impressive 
than the facilities and equipment is the long list 
of succes credits and awards that 
thousands of Full Sail grads have earned 


800°226°7625 


www.fullsail.com 


Real World Education | 


school of 
Film * Video * Audio • Digital Media 
Game Design • Show Production 


3300 University Blvd. Winter Park, FL 32792 
Financial aid available to those who qualify. Job placement 
assistance. Accredited by ACCSCT. 
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DEBT CONSOLIDATION 
*ONE simple monthly payment 
*Reduce payments* *Eliminate Interest* 
"Avoid late charges * *Re-establish credit* 
Also available loan referral programs. 
Call today to receive a FREE Debt Consultation 
1-800-403-3433, EXT. 506 
А 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Organization 





FREE MONEY! Never Repay Grants. Personal 
Needs, Medical Bills, Education, Business, Debts. 
Free information package: 1-818-377-4074. 





GET OUT OF DEBT! Free Consultation. Debts 
Consolidated. Harassment Calls Stopped, Pay- 
ments Lowered. Interest Reduced. Non-Profit 

Agency. Prompt Professional Service 

650600: 1-800-99-BILLS Licensed and Bonded. 





FREE CASH GRANTS - NEVER REPAY! 
Millions available from foundations for Bus- 
iness, Medical, Debt Consolidation, Education. 
Call toll free for information: 1-800-368-7386 








TOO MANY BILLS? 
Free, Easy Debt Consolidation 
One monthly payment-reduced up to 50%! 
Genus Credit Management-Nonprofit 
800-299-6778 (1044) 


FILM CREWS NEEDED: Call 1-900-1: 
$2.99, Ist min, 81.96 Ада min 
Positions available now. 15+ to call 


4673, 


PSYCHICS 


FREE sample 
Psychic Reading! 
You are just one free 
phone call away from 
the best psychic 
reading you've ever 
had! 


Find out how! 





Don’t be fooled by imitations. Call the 
American Association of Professional Psychics* 


Registered with the U.S. Government. Guaranteed authentic 


-800-728-7887 





SAMPLE PSYCHIC ADVICE 
TRY IT NOW, FIND OUT HOW 


Adults over I8. 1-800-207-6475 
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Let Our Psychics Give You Answers 
rt from the Hea 


NEW! TOLL FREE PSYCHIC SAMPLES 
1-888-300-5623 
Adults Over 18 Only 





SAMPLE OUR PSYCHICS 
Try it free, 1-800- 181. 
Adults over 1 





For advertising Information, call Carole Harnoff 
at (212) 522-5336 or fax (212) 467-4058 


POSTERS & PHOTOS 


Outside U.S.A. -Catalog $6 
Call 352-373-7202 or Fax: 352-373-2589 
MC / Visa * Rush Orders welcome. 
New arrivals added weekly to our website. 


Мт. ЕСке. сота 


MOVIE PHOTOS AND POSTERS! Rush $5 for our 
fully illustrated brochures: Movie Star News, 
Dept. EW, 134 West 18th St, NYC, 10011. 





CELEBRITY PHOTOS+POSTERS Send self addressed 
stamped envelope (SASE) for lists. Name favorites. 
Photoworld-EW, РОВ 20747, Houston, TX 77225, 


AS LOW AS $1.93/MIN 


1-800-416-8348 


CREDIT CARD OR CHECK 


1-900-370-1132 


2 
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24 Houes. 18+. Емпетанмим гизм em 


Have the life you always 
dreamed of with amazing 
insights from gifted psychics 


Astrology + Clairvoyants + Tarot + Numerology 
AS LOW AS $1.93/MIN 


1-800-784-9807 


Cuan cAmD on CHEC 


1-900-454-6699 


FIRST 2 MIN FREE 53.99; 
24 E 


E 1,900-28 


MC/VISA/CHECK/ 


Free Search Service: ever 
BuyeSelleTradee RenteBrokers Auction. 241 
lays, 1-800-849-7309, Гах: 1-770-227- 


FREE MONTHLY CATALOGS! 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE 

MONTHLY CATALOG OR ORDER 
OUR GIANT 162 PAGE 1998 
BROCHURE FOR JUST $5 
SHOWING OVER 40,000 
PHOTO ILLUSTRATIONS 





= 


Tel: (949) 488 8444 Fax: (949) 488 8445 
The Моше Market, PO Box 3900, 
Dana Point, CA 92629 


SCRIPTS 


FINAL DRAFT 


THE SCREENWRITERS CHOICI 


“Final Draft is the only program. 
that works for т. ‘The basic 
concepts, combined with tha 
relentless improvements and 
innovations have made ma a believer 
for life. - LUNO LIVE FINAL DRAFT ~ 
Lawrence Kasdan 


Weser Directe Prahasse 


== 
Б 
x the # 1 screenwriting software for JÀ WE 
WINDOWS&MACINTOSH EF wc 
(800) 231-4055 


www.finaldraft.com 








| OUR STUDENT SOLD HIS SCRIPT FOR $400,000! 
| We can help you, too! Learn from home; іп- 


structor guided. Agent guaranteed when seript 
is ready. HOLLYWOOD SCRIPTWRITING INSTITUTE: 


| 1-B00-SCRIPTS. http://www. moviewriting.com., 


Can your volce be used on radio or TV? 
Register with www. VoiceOverNet.com 
The National Voice Database 
To receive an application form 
Fax: (310) 278-9696 or Mail to: 

9399 Wilshire Blvd, Beverly Hills, CA 90210. 
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FALLEN IDOL Outside Monroe's Brentwood home, the omnipresent cameras saei her even in death 


Goodbye, 
Norma Jean 





R ORE Sex goddess Marilyn Monroe 
overdosed in 1962. by Douglas A. Mendini 


HEN SHE WENT TO BED, MARILYN 


Monroe would take her phone out 


into the hall, cover it with pillows, 


and close the door to sleep in the ab- 


solute solitude her celebrity prohib- | 
| her last film, the George 


ited by day. But at about 3:30 a.m. 


on Aug. 5, 1962, Eunice Murray, the 


housekeeper at Monroe's Brent- 





wood, Calif., home, noticed 
that there was no phone out- 
side her bedroom. Murray | 
called Monroe's psychiatrist, 
Dr. Ralph Greenson, who ar- 


AT THE MOVIES, Stanley Ku- 
brick's film adaptation of 


| ing the phone. 


rived shortly to find the ac- 
tress naked on her bed, sur- 
rounded by pill bottles, clutch- 
Greenson 
summoned Monroe’s physi- 


Vladimir Nabokov's Lolita, | 
starring James Mason as | 
Humbert Humbert and Sue 


Lyon as Lolita (right), entices 


audiences to the box office. | 
This August, another version, 


with Jeremy Irons, will run 





| cian, Dr. Hyman Engelberg, 


who pronounced the 36-year- 
old sex queen dead—of an 
overdose of prescription 
drugs, an apparent suicide, 
the reasons uncertain. 

If all actresses hit a career 
wall at a certain age, Monroe 
was approaching one of 
forbidding scale. After 
parlaying her lusty girl- 
ishness into a 30-movie 
career that defined “sex 
symbol” for the postwar era, 
she was entering middle age, 
though still gorgeous and a 
gifted comedian. Clearly 
despondent in her final 
months, she was fired from 


Cukor comedy Something's 
Got to Give, for missing more 
than a third of the film’s 33 
shooting days. Hollywood 
whispered that she was 
finished. Personally, too, 
Monroe seemed stalled, un- 
attached after a decade with 
the power to grab the best 


on Showtime (see review on 
page 53) after more thana 
year of being hot-potatoed 
by skittish distributors. ON 


TV, Westerns round up the | 


top three slots as Wagon 


| Train, Bonanza, and Gun- 


smoke ride tall. The following 
season, the No. 1 spot will go 


| to another kind of country | 


catches in the world— 
including Joe DiMaggio, 
playwright Arthur Miller 
(the last two of her three ex- 
husbands), and, allegedly, 
John F. Kennedy. 

Though divorced from 
Monroe for seven years, Di- 
Maggio organized her fu- 
neral, barring all but 35 of 
her friends from the cere- 
mony. Today, Monroe's grave 
at Westwood Memorial Park 
is a pop-culture shrine, visit- 
ed by some 3,000 fans 
annually. Yet it’s just one 
among thousands of me- 
morials in the form of books 
(Norman Mailer's Marilyn: A 
Biography), films (HBO’s 


| Norma Jean and Marilyn), 


songs (Elton John’s original 
“Candle in the Wind”), 
articles, and licensed prod- 
ucts (Marilyn merlot) that, 
cumulatively, have made the 
former Norma Jean Baker 


| not only one of the great pop 


legends of the 20th century 
but an all-purpose intel- 
lectual metaphor and an 
international industry. ш 











LASTING LOOK The final portrait 


folk— The Beverly Hillbillies. 
AND IN THE NEWS, the Soviet 
Union tests a nuclear bomb in 
the atmosphere over the Arc- 
tic. The blast, estimated at 40 
megatons, Is the second- 
largest nuclear explosion 
ever—the largest being an 
in-air test the USSR conduct- 
ed in 1961. —Joe Neumaier 





“A pop singer 
Her manager 
An architect 

А security guard 
The sheriff's wife 

A shop clerk 

and a killer. 
You never know 

who you're 
gonna run into 


at the mall. 
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Airing on FOX Wednesday, July 29 
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Lost Library 
of the 
Atypical 
and 
Unobtainable 








Send requests and 
appreciation to: 
www.patreon.com/LLAU 
Other social media 
COMING SOON 


